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a study guide for First Baptist Church of Lindale

Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Dear Adult Sunday School Classes,

I am so glad that you are digging into Mark’s Gospel.  As I have prepared this study guide, it has been good for my soul.  I’m eager to teach it!  I am confident that you will find God’s Word challenging and encouraging.  

This guide is designed to help you as you study God’s Word, but it is not the final answer.  Given that I am just a man, I’m sure there are points where I am off.  Given that I don’t have a professional editor, I’m sure there are grammatical and formatting oversights.  I ask for your grace in advance.  I also ask that you do your own work, asking God to give you insight.  “Examine the Scriptures daily to see if these things are so” (Acts 17:11).

I know every class in our church is unique.  Some of you prefer a study guide with plenty of “white space” so that you can do your own work.  Others prefer less questions and more content.  I’ve tried to strike a balance, but no guide will perfectly fit every class.

The study is based on the English Standard Version, which I would commend to you.  I also recommend the NASB and the KJV.  All three of these are fairly literal translations that are helpful for in-depth study of God’s Word.

May God give you grace and strength as you study His Word,

James Seward

Associate Pastor, Education/Discipleship

First Baptist Church of Lindale
Any portion of this guide may be used, distributed, or copied by anyone as long as credit is given to the author and there is no charge for its use.

Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Introduction
Getting Started

“Jesus was a liberal.”  Perhaps you’ve seen the bumper sticker.  Talking to other Christians, you’d think Jesus walked around with an American flag draped over His back.  What does it mean to believe in Jesus? Does everyone who believes in Jesus believe the same thing?  Is it possible to say you believe in Jesus and not believe in the Jesus of the Bible?  As we begin our study of Mark’s Gospel, we’ll quickly realize that Mark believes certain key truths about Jesus.  Without such truths, the “good news” of Jesus is no good news at all.  What we believe about Jesus is of the utmost importance.
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A Closer Look

1:1
Mark begins his Gospel abruptly.  He states flatly what his little book is about.  It is about the gospel.  But not just any gospel, the gospel of Jesus.  But not just any Jesus, the Jesus who is the Christ, the Son of God.  To call Jesus the Christ is to call Him the promised King of the Old Testament.  To call Jesus the Son of God is to say that He has a special, family relationship with God the Father that no one else can experience except through our union with Him.
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1:14-15
These two verses offer a summary of Jesus ministry on earth.  What was Jesus’ main message?

According to Jesus, what is the gospel?

Jesus preaches that He is ushering in God’s Kingdom, the climax of history.  It is good news that Jesus brings God’s good Kingdom to this earth.  It is good news that in Jesus the times of blessing and grace prophesied in the Old Testament have come.  In the first 8 chapters of his Gospel, Mark primarily focuses on establishing Jesus as this messianic fulfillment.  In the second 8 chapters, Mark shows us how Jesus brings us into His Kingdom through His suffering and death.

According to Jesus, what is the right response to the gospel?

8:27-33
These verses are the hinge of the book.  All the verses up to this point are leading up to Peter’s great confession that Jesus is the Christ.  Now that His disciples understand this important truth, what does Jesus immediately begin to talk about?

From this point on, Jesus will talk much about his impending death and resurrection.  Jesus’ disciples might understand that He is the Christ, but they only have partial sight.  They do not grasp that the Christ will bring in His Kingdom through His suffering and death.
10:45
Many people view this as the theme verse for Mark’s Gospel.  We already know that Jesus came to usher in God’s Kingdom.  According to this verse, how will Jesus bring that Kingdom in?

Why did Jesus have to give His life as a ransom?
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapters 1 & 2 – The King’s Authority
Getting Started

Americans often are suspicious of authority.  Politicians and bosses have more unpleasant words said about them than almost any other segment of society.  But when the authority is good, we should rejoice.  In the beginning chapters of Mark, we’re introduced to God’s King, and His authority surpasses all.  But we not only learn about His authority, we also learn about His heart to save sinners.
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A Closer Look

1:16-20

Jesus does not ask his disciples to follow Him.  He commands them.  Mark records that they “immediately” left their nets and followed him. 
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1:21-28

Even though the crowd witnesses an exorcism, Mark records that they marveled at Jesus’ teaching.  It seems that Jesus miracles were not the focus but that they served to emphasize His teaching.  According to Mark 1:14-15, what was the content of Jesus’ teaching?

1:29-34

After healing a man in public, Mark now tells us that Jesus heals a woman in private.  The first two miracles Mark records are examples that suggest there were many more miracles like them.  In fact, verses 32 to 34 make that explicit.  
1:35-39

The disciples’ response to Jesus growing popularity is very different than Jesus’.  How are the responses different, and what does the difference teach us about Jesus’ view of His ministry?

1:40-45

Leviticus 13 to 14 makes clear that leprosy is a serious issue before God.  There are several stories within the Old Testament of leprosy being a sign of judgment.  With the Law, a person unclean with leprosy contaminated anyone he touched.  But Jesus’ encounter with this leper turns the tables.  Instead of being contaminated, Jesus makes the leper clean.  Though Jesus is fully man, He is unlike any man who ever walked the planet.  It seems the leper understood Jesus’ unique position.  He doesn’t ask to be healed, he asks to be made clean, a task that only God can do.  And his question assumes that Jesus has the power to do it.  How did the leper’s situation contribute to his faith, and what do we have to learn from that?

2:1-12

We’ve already seen that Jesus has authority over people, demons, sickness, and uncleanness.  Now we see His ultimate authority.  Jesus has the ability to forgive sins.  The Pharisees were right when they said that God alone has the power to forgive sins.  What they did not understand was that God’s power to forgive sins was dependent on Jesus’ own death on behalf of sinners.  Jesus’ response to the Pharisees is full of irony.  Yes, it is easy for anyone to say the words “your sins are forgiven” (so Jesus heals that man to prove He has such authority).  But for Jesus personally, the price He had to pay to be able to say “Your sins are forgiven” made it a much more difficult than the physical healing.  Jesus has authority to forgive sins.  This is wonderful news for the sinner!  The Pharisees rejected this, but we often take it lightly.  Take some time to meditate on what it cost Jesus to forgive our sins.  Offer God a prayer of thanksgiving for His Son.
2:13-17

After Mark shows us Jesus’ authority to forgive sins, he shows Jesus interacting with sinners.  First, Jesus calls Levi the tax collector.  In those days, tax collectors were professional extortionists.  They often hired mobs and thugs to help them line their pockets.  While not all were that wicked, very few were honest men.  But Jesus calls Levi, a tax collector, to be one of His closest disciples.  What does this teach us about the character of Jesus?

Mark tells us that Levi wasn’t the only sinner who chose to follow Jesus.  Having such unsavory disciples did not impress the Pharisees, but Jesus’ response in 2:17 is one of the most exciting and telling phrases in Mark’s Gospel.  What is the basic message?

Clearly, the healthy to whom Jesus refers are not spiritually healthy.  They merely think they are healthy.  A prerequisite to being a Christian is understanding our need for a Savior.  If we do not realize that we are sick with sin, we will never embrace Jesus in the way He demands we embrace Him. 


2:18-28
Jesus takes on the Pharisees and their misguided, legalistic interpretations of the Scriptures.  This displays one further area of Jesus’ authority.  He has authority in handling the Law.  After all, He is the “word made flesh” (John 1:14) and the author of Scripture.  So when the Pharisees question Jesus about fasting, He claims that His presence shatters their false traditions.  Just like pre-shrunk cloth and un-shrunk cloth don’t go together, and just like new wine will burst old wineskins, Jesus presence explodes their system.  Their system can no longer be used.  It is obsolete and destroyed by His presence.

When the Pharisees question Jesus about eating grain on the Sabbath, Jesus shatters their false notion of Sabbath.  Their manmade, burdensome rules about Sabbath keeping did not fit with what the Scripture taught.  Jesus, instead of correcting their interpretation, makes a claim about Himself.  He claims to be in the line of David.  Just as David filled a unique role for Israel and thus was able to eat of bread reserved for priests, so Jesus was a unique man.  He was the Lord of the Sabbath.  Thus, the Pharisees had no place telling Him that He was out of line with their contrived interpretations of Sabbath law.

Jesus’ presence puts all man-made religion to death. 
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 3 – “For Christ and His Kingdom”
Getting Started

Wheaton College has produced many notable Christian workers and missionaries, including Billy Graham.  On the front campus of the school sits a large sign that reads: “For Christ and His Kingdom.”  In many ways, this motto summarizes the life purpose of any true disciple of Jesus.
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A Closer Look

3:1-6
At the end of chapter 2, Jesus and Pharisees clashed over their interpretation of Sabbath law.  Jesus understood that God had created Sabbath so that man could enjoy a taste of His Sabbath rest.  The Pharisees instead piled on rules and regulations that made the Sabbath a burden.  In this encounter, they go so far as to condemn Jesus’ healing of a man on the Sabbath.  The problem with the Pharisees is that they had constructed a manmade religion.  Though it was built on certain aspects of Scripture, it was manmade. 
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3:7-12
Unlike the Pharisees, the crowds flock to Jesus.  From these verses, what do we know about their reason for coming to Jesus?  How is this reason different from what we saw in chapter 2?

There is a world of difference between coming to Jesus for some personal benefit and coming to Jesus to save you from your sins.  While Jesus does offer us immeasurable blessing, if our focus on those eclipses the need we sense for salvation from our sin, we are deeply misguided.
3:13-19
Jesus again shows His authority.  He calls those whom He desires, and they come.  It is significant that He appoints twelve.  The Greek literally reads, “He made twelve.”  There is a sense in which God is establishing something new.  Just as there were twelve tribes of Israel, now God is establishing His church on twelve apostles.  What are the three purposes that Mark gives for the calling of the twelve (see verses 14 and 15)?

A true disciple is one who abides in Jesus and does the work of Jesus.  True disciples must give themselves fully to Christ.  
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3:20-35
This passage contains two stories.  The first story begins, but it is interrupted by a second story.  Once the second story concludes, the first resumes.  By telling the stories in this way, Mark is tying them together.  They are closely related in their theme.

Opposed by Family

The first story is about how Jesus family opposes Him.  They think He’s out of His mind, so they go to bring Him home.  When they finally arrive on the scene, Jesus makes a startling statement.  What is the defining trait of the family of God, according to Jesus?

Our understanding of “the will of God” has been hijacked today.  Instead of understanding the phrase biblically, we seek the will of God in the hidden and mysterious.  We search for signs or try to discern our circumstances for some secret path God is cryptically laying out.  But the “will of God” in the Bible is simply obeying His commands and living for His purposes.  We learn the will of God by reading the Word of God, not by trying to discern “open and closed doors.”  (For further reading on this topic, see Guidance and the Voice of God).
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Opposed by Scribes

In the second story, the scribes oppose Jesus by claiming that He operates with the power of Satan.  Because Jesus is actually operating in the power of God’s Spirit, Jesus warns them against blaspheming the Spirit.  He makes clear that His Kingdom and Satan’s Kingdom are opposed to one another.  He explains that His purpose is actually to bind the “strong man” Satan and free those who are under His power.

Jesus’ warning against blaspheming the Spirit is strong.  Because of the strength of the warning, many people concoct theories about what this blasphemy might be.  But the context is clear: blasphemy involves rejecting Jesus by claiming He is from Satan.  Because our sins can only be forgiven if we embrace Jesus, Jesus’ warning makes good sense.  He basically says, “If you deny me, your sins won’t be forgiven.”

These two inter-woven stories teach us what Jesus expects of His disciples.  If Jesus is about advancing His Kingdom against Satan and freeing those under Satan’s sway, then we who “do the will of God” should be about the same things.  
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 4 – The Nature of God’s Kingdom
Getting Started

Stained glass windows are fascinating.  If you look at them from the outside of the building with no light shining through them, they look drab and dull.  But if you look at them form the inside with the sun’s rays streaming through them, they shine with radiant beauty.  Today we will be looking at four of Jesus’ parables.  Parables are a lot like stained glass windows.  Looked at as “insiders” with eyes of faith, they radiate beauty.  But to those on the outside, they offer very little.

[image: image15]
A Closer Look

4:10-12, 33-34
Before looking closely at Jesus’ parables, we need to get a sense for why Jesus taught in parables.  Many people believe that Jesus taught in parables so that His messages could be understood more easily.  According to our passage, is this view correct?  Why or why not?

Jesus’ quotation in verse 12 of Isaiah 6:9-10 is very revealing.  Isaiah spoke to people whose hearts were already hardened towards God.  Therefore, his prophetic message condemned them.  Jesus’ parables have the same function.  For those who had eyes of faith (“insiders”), the parables taught them deep mysteries about God’s Kingdom.  But for those with hard hearts (“outsiders”) the parables proved their hardness of hearts.  The glorious truths about Jesus were cut off from them. 
4:1-20
Jesus’ first parable teaches us how God’s Kingdom grows.  Take a moment and identify what the seed and soil each represent.


God’s Kingdom grows as people receive God’s Word such that it produces fruit within them.  God’s Kingdom does not grow in an earthly, physical way.  It grows spiritually in the hearts of those who believe.  There will come a day when Christ will return and establish the fullness of His Kingdom in an earthly way, but His Kingdom grows as people receive His Word.

There are three obstacles to this Kingdom growth. First, some people refuse to receive God’s Word (soil #1).  Second, some don’t allow God’s Word to grow within them and form deep roots (soil #2).  Third, some allow other competing things to grow within them alongside God’s Word (soil #3). 
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4:21-25
The lamp can refer to the truths of God’s Kingdom, the Kingdom itself, or the light of Christ.  All of these overlap enough that it does not make a significant difference.  The point is that what is now secret will soon be revealed.  Throughout the Gospel, Jesus keeps His identity a secret (see note “Messianic Secret” in 1:44).  But who He is and the nature of His Kingdom will soon be evident to all.

Jesus then adds the admonition to pay close attention to what has been said.  Those who seek to understand will be given knowledge, but those who don’t pay close attention will ultimately understand nothing.  
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4:26-29
As the opening phrase points out, this parable teaches us something about the nature of the Kingdom of God.  When a man plants a garden, somehow these small, barely noticeable seeds become a harvest.  So it is with God’s Kingdom.  While the Kingdom may at first be small and unnoticeable, it is nonetheless present and growing.  And it is God who brings the growth.  Even today, all around the world, the garden of God’s Kingdom is growing.  Seeds are sprouting and taking root, and plants are growing.  Behind all this is the mighty hand of God.
4:30-32
The fourth and final parable is fairly straightforward.  Though God’s Kingdom begins small, it grows into something remarkable.  How might this have been different from what the disciples expected?  How is it different from what we sometimes expect?

4:35-41
Mark transitions from the teachings of Jesus back to His identity.  He has told us about the nature of the Kingdom, now He returns to the nature of the King.  Here we see a new aspect of Jesus’ authority – He has authority over the forces of nature.  Again, the absoluteness of Jesus’ authority is evident.  In an instant, a raging storm changes to a “great calm,” simply because of Jesus’ words.
The chapter ends with a telling question: “Who then is this?”  This question is repeated in 8:27 and 29.  It is the key question that drives the whole first half of Mark’s Gospel.  The disciples have been given the secrets of God’s Kingdom, yet they still do not understand whom it whom they serve.  The remaining chapters (5-8) will complete the answer to this question – Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.


[image: image18]

Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 5 – God’s Kingdom Reaches All
Getting Started

In World War II, there were many differences between FDR, Churchill, and Stalin.  But the history books tend to overlook such differences.  What united them, their common enemy, eclipsed their differences.  Sometimes our differences serve to highlight what unites us.  In chapter 5, we encounter three very different people.  But what is more remarkable is what unites them.
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A Closer Look

5:1-20

After recording Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom, Mark tells of Jesus on Gentile soil for this first time in his Gospel.  He encounters a man tormented by a “legion” of demons.  Throughout Mark’s Gospel and Scripture, Satan and his minions desire to destroy.  In contrast, Jesus consistently heals.  Legion and Jesus couldn’t be more different, and they are headed for a showdown. What is the result of the showdown?

The contest proves no contest at all.  The demons cower before Jesus in a feeble attempt to bargain with Him for their lives.  Even in the face of a mob of demons, Jesus is the victor. 

Mark records two responses to Jesus’ work.  The townspeople tremble and beg Jesus to depart.  The man begs Jesus that he might be able to join him.  The first group valued the world’s goods over salvation, and so they dismissed the Messiah from their region.  But the man saw the great worth of his deliverance and devoted his life to telling others about his Savior. 
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5:21-24
The contrast between the previous story and this one are stark.  How are the healed demoniac and Jairus different?  How are they the same?

Desperate need has a leveling effect, and Jairus is not above pleading with Jesus to help his “little daughter.”

5:25-34

Mark interrupts the story of Jairus with another healing.  This third person is also a marked contrast from Jairus.  How are they different?  How are they similar?
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5:35-43
The delay in Jesus’ journey ends in apparent letdown, but Jesus has greater purposes.  Instead of simply showing His power over sickness, Jesus here displays His power over death.  Mark again emphasizes the central role of faith when he reports Jesus words, “Do not fear, only believe.”  This echoes one of the two key responses to the gospel message (see 1:15).  Jairus does believe, perhaps because he has no other hope.  What does the Bible say about how Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter to life?  What does that imply about Jesus?
Jairus, the synagogue ruler, receives his daughter back from the dead.  While nobody is below Jesus’ gracious hand, neither is anybody above His gracious hand.  So far, Jewish religious leaders have been hostile to Jesus.  But when one comes in humble dependence, Jesus works for his good, too.
A crazed Gentile, a Jewish ruler, and a poor woman have this in common – they all have desperate need.  Anyone who understands his desperate need for Jesus can be a part of God’s Kingdom.  
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 6 – The Danger of Unbelief
Getting Started

Perhaps you recall the recent outbreak of “swine flu” that triggered fear worldwide.  In East Texas, schools were shut down, sporting events were cancelled, and people were quarantined.  While some might say there was a bit of overreaction, the outbreak certainly shows that when something is dangerous, it is wise to avoid it.
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A Closer Look

6:1-13
Jesus returns to His hometown of Nazareth and teaches in the synagogue.  How does His hometown respond?  What is good about their response?  What is bad about their response?

Mark records this bleak comment: “And he could do no mighty work there.”  That Jesus had the power to work is made clear by the rest of the verse.  But, for those with hardness of heart, “even what he has will be taken away” (4:25).  It is a sad reality that Jesus’ hometown saw so little of His power, but such is the danger of unbelief.
Mark places the story about Jesus sending out the disciples just after the Nazareth account largely because of the connection between Jesus’ hometown’s rejection of Him and the apostles’ instruction to “shake off the dust” of those who reject the message of the Kingdom.  Shaking dust off of one’s feet implies that the city is contaminated, unholy, and pagan.  It is a sharp condemnation. As with the story of Jesus in His hometown, we see the dangers of rejecting Jesus (or, in this case, His messengers).  While we are never beyond God’s reach, there is great danger to us if we sense the Spirit working in our hearts but instead choose to persist in unbelief.

6:14-29
As Mark portrays Herod, he becomes the portrait of unbelief.  Herod’s picture is compelling.  He likes John.  He enjoys talking with John.  He believed that John was “a righteous and holy man” (6:20).  But Herod’s interest in John was superficial and self-centered.  He was gladly “perplexed,” and refused to wrestle with what John was saying.  There was no repentance, no change of heart.

Too many “Christians” today are like Herod.  They don’t outright reject Jesus.  They believe in Him.  They enjoy Him, even if the whole “religion thing” is perplexing at time. As long as Jesus captures their attention, they happily count themselves in His corner.  But there is no earnestness in their faith.  They refuse to wrestle with His teachings.  There is no true change of heart.  Sadly, their fate will be like Herod’s.  Herod’s conscience was tormented – he believed John the Baptist was haunting him.  Kent Hughes observes, “In poor Herod we see the death of a conscience and ultimately the death of a soul.”  
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6:30-44
The story of the feeding of the five thousand is much loved.  It is the only miracle recorded in all four Gospel accounts.  But it must be read in conjunction with the story that follows it.  Mark directs us to read the stories together with his concluding statement in verse 52.  These two stories form one whole unit designed to reveal the hardness of even the disciples’ hearts.  In each, Mark reveals the messianic nature of Christ.
The story of feeding the five thousand draws out two aspects of who Jesus is.  What do we learn about Him in 6:34? 

What do we learn about Him in 6:41-44?

After seeing these mighty miracles, the disciples should have understood that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God.  As we shall see, they didn’t.

6:45-52
Jesus’ walk on the water is a majestic and moving picture of His almighty power.  Jesus’ authority even extends to the laws of physics, which He momentarily suspends.  Jesus’ words to the disciples, ego eimi (ESV “it is I”) can also be translated “I am.”  This one who can walk on the water is also the Great I AM.

Mark concludes by stating, “Their hearts were hardened.”  This is strong language, used elsewhere for the Pharisees (3:5).  The disciples themselves did not yet understand Jesus’ identity.  But they are not beyond hope.  These men with hardened hearts will not only come to understand that Jesus is the Messiah, they will also learn that He was a suffering Messiah, who would die for the sins of the world.
6:53-56
This concluding summary account of Jesus’ miracles in Gennesaret is a contrast to unbelieving Nazareth.  Whereas in Nazareth, Jesus healed “a few sick people” (6:5), here, all who touch His garment are healed (6:56).  In a sense, this final story is here to show Nazareth what it was missing.  
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 7 – The Common Human Problem
Getting Started

Proper diagnosis of a problem is essential to fixing it.  Ability to diagnose a problem separates, for instance, an average plumber from a great one.  Anyone who has paid an average plumber to put a series of holes in his wall before the problem is ultimately fixed knows how important it is to diagnose the problem correctly.  Or if a doctor mistakes a heart attack for asthma, the results could be fatal.
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A Closer Look

7:1-13
Jesus and the Pharisees are no strangers to confrontation, but this encounter is the most revealing.  Here, Jesus strikes at the core problems of the Pharisees’ system.  First, they elevate manmade religious principles too highly (verses 1 to 13).  Second, they misdiagnose man’s core problem (verses 14 to 23).

At issue in this exchange is a long-standing Jewish custom of washing hands before eating.  Mark indicates that this custom is indicative of a wide-range of Jewish customs (verse 4b).  Obviously, the custom is not inherently evil.  In fact, these customs likely flowed out of some of the ceremonial washing instructions found in the Scriptures.

But Jesus’ penetrating response exposes the grave error of the Pharisees.  These benign customs had become malignant because they had been elevated too highly. Jesus exposes this hypocrisy with two Scriptures.  He quotes from Isaiah 29:13 to show the error of making manmade traditions their doctrine.  He then illustrates their problem with their teaching on “Corban,” a custom of devoting certain things to the Lord.  But the traditions they had built up around this custom had caused them to miss something that God explicitly said He valued – honoring your father and mother (Exodus 20:12, 21:17; Leviticus 20:9; Deuteronomy 5:16).  Jesus’ words of judgment are harsh.  He says they “make void the Word of God by their traditions.” 
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7:14-23
Jesus goes on to offer the crucial distinction between the Pharisaical religion and the religion of the Bible. Pharisaical religion is outside-in – that is, sin is something outside of us that must be avoided so that we do not become unclean.  Jesus turns the tables.  Biblical religion is inside-out – that is, sin lies within us and overflows from our hearts.  We are all defiled.  How do the different diagnoses of the Pharisees and Jesus lead to different solutions to the problem?

Jesus’ words are bleak.  If what comes out of us makes us defiled, then all are hopelessly defiled.  Man is dead in sin.  The sinful human heart is man’s crucial problem.  That is why God’s King must go to the cross – so that He can ransom sinners. 
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7:24-30
It is no coincidence that Mark follows up this statement about the universal human problem with two stories of Jesus ministering to Gentiles.  For the Pharisees, one’s Jewishness made one clean.  For Jesus, the Jew and the Gentile were in the same boat – dead in their sin.  If all of humanity has the same problem, all of humanity needs Jesus.

Jesus words to the Gentile woman’s request may seem harsh at first glance, but Jesus knows He is going to heal the woman.  Instead of belittling her and trying to push her aside, Jesus is allowing the woman to become a shining example of the truth that Jesus came for the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  The woman does not deny that she is like a dog, rather she uses her position as a “dog” to express her need for Jesus.  What qualifies somebody for Jesus’ blessing is not whether they are a Jew or Gentile “dog.”  What qualified somebody for Jesus’ blessing was acknowledging ones need for Him and dependence on Him.  Can you think of any other passages in Mark’s Gospel where He emphasizes that recognizing one’s need and dependence on God is key to being helped by Him?

For Jew and Gentile alike, it is all of grace that Jesus comes to us.  We do not deserve anything from His hand.  While the Pharisees thought they received God’s blessing because they were Jews, the woman understands that the key to receiving Jesus’ blessing is an awareness that we are desperate and undeserving.  Faith does not earn us God’s grace.  Faith is the byproduct of a keen awareness that we can do nothing to deserve God’s grace.  
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7:31-37
Mark continues his account of Jesus’ work in the Gentile regions.  He returns to the Decapolis area, the scene of His previous miracle with the demoniac.  Jesus’ healing of this deaf and dumb man is unusually elaborate.  It is similar to His healing of the blind man in 8:22-26.  Read Jesus’ words in 4:12 and 8:18.  Why might Jesus have chosen to heal the deaf man and the blind man in such unique ways?

Just as only Jesus can open the literal eyes of the blind and the ears of the deaf, so only Jesus can open the spiritual eyes that are blind and the spiritual ears that are closed.  In healing this deaf, mute man, Jesus is preaching a sermon.  His method draws attention to the healing so that His disciples will see the importance of having their spiritual ears opened.

Mark concludes the story of this Gentile hearing with a report of how the Gentiles received Jesus: “He has done all things well.”  What a contrast to His welcome amongst the Jews and especially His hometown.  Jesus’ Kingdom is for the Gentiles as well as the Jews!
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 8 – A King Who Must Suffer
Getting Started

Have you ever thought about the difference between “unbelief” and “wrong belief”?  What’s the difference between the two?  Which is more dangerous?  Which are you more inclined toward?
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A Closer Look

8:1-10
Again, Mark records a story about Jesus miraculously feeding the masses.  This account has many similarities to the first (see 6:30-44), though the first is with Jews and this account is with Gentiles.  What do we learn about Jesus from this story?

8:11-13
This short vignette sets up Jesus’ warning to the disciples in 8:15.  The Pharisees embody unbelief.  Mark records that they wanted to “test” Jesus, a strong echo of Israel’s actions in the wilderness (see, especially, Psalm 78).  Indeed, the leaven of the Pharisees (like the leaven of Herod) is unbelief!  If manna in the wilderness was not enough for Israel, bread multiplied in the desolate places is not enough for the Pharisees.
8:14-21
Jesus is again on the boat with His disciples, but this time there are no depictions of His mastery over the forces over nature.  Jesus’ laser-like focus on unbelief is unmistakable.  He gives His disciples a stern warning to avoid the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod.  The Pharisees had great religious zeal, but because they thought they were righteous, they never had authentic faith.  Herod had great religious interest, but because he loved this world, he never had authentic faith.  
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The disciples’ response to Jesus’ warning not only shows that they misunderstood Jesus, it also is a blatant display of unbelief.  Fretting over a deficient stock of bread with Jesus (who feeds thousands with small amounts of bread) in your presence is patent unbelief.  Note the driving force of Jesus’ questions: Do you not yet perceive or understand?  Are your hearts hardened?  Having eyes, do you not see?  Having ears, do you not hear?  Do you not yet understand?  Jesus’ language is strong and cutting.  It is encouraging to note that just eight verses later, Peter will confess that Jesus is the Christ, the glorious Promised King!

8:22-26
As with the healing of the deaf and mute man (7:31-37), this healing is odd with its elaborate process.  Particularly unique is the two-stage nature of the healing.  But given the context in which this story is placed, the two-stage healing is easier to understand.  Jesus uses this healing as a sort of living parable.  It is possible to be blind, and it is possible to see.  But it is also possible to see only partially.  Up until this point in the Gospel, the disciples are blind (“having eyes, do you not see?”).  After this point, the disciples can only see in part.  They understand that Jesus is the Christ, but that understanding is insufficient. It is only partial “sight”.  It’s the equivalent to seeing men “walking around like trees.”
8:27-30
This passage contains Peter’s crucial confession that Jesus is the Christ.  It is the answer to the refrain of Mark thus far “Who do people say that I am?” (see also 1:27, 4:41, 6:14-16).
The popular responses about Jesus’ identity are again repeated (see 6:14-16).  While these answers are deficient, they at least show that people were wrestling with the fact that Jesus was no ordinary human.  Jesus brings focus to His question: “But who do you say that I am?”  The Greek “you” is emphatic.  Jesus is much more concerned about who the disciples say He is.

When Peter, on behalf of the disciples, confesses that Jesus is the Christ, he is claiming that Jesus is God’s long-promised King, the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises.  This is a major breakthrough, and it is crucial to Mark’s Gospel.  But as we will see, it is not enough merely to see Jesus as the Christ.  We must also understand what kind of King He is.

8:31-38
After Peter’s answer, the tone of Jesus’ teaching takes a dramatic shift.  What is His new focus?

Jesus’ teaching about His suffering and death prompt Peter to rebuke Him.  Peter’s partial sight is now on display.  The Messiah does not suffer and die, so he thinks.  But Jesus’ reply is scathing and unequivocal.  Why do you think Jesus’ rebuke is so strong?

James Brooks writes, “The severity of the rebuke was because Peter was trying to dissuade Jesus from going to the cross, which Mark properly looked upon as an absolute necessity” (Brooks 136).  Without the cross, there is no salvation and no Kingdom of God.  The King came precisely to die. Why does Jesus follow up the words about His own death with the speech in verses 34 to 38?
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 9 – The Cross Precedes Glory
Getting Started

“If you’ll eat your carrots, you’ll get dessert.”  How many times do parents repeat phrases like this to their children?  Children want to skip right past the carrots, but the order is there for a reason.

God, too, designed an order.  Before the Kingdom would come in its fullness, Jesus would have to go to the cross.  But Jesus’ disciples didn’t like the order.  They wanted to skip the “carrots,” but God knew better.

[image: image37]
A Closer Look

9:1-13
Jesus’ opening comment in verse 1 is easily misunderstood if taken out of context.  We must remember that the disciples are aching to see God’s Kingdom come in power.  Their problem is that they don’t want Jesus to suffer and die.  So Jesus gives them a glimpse of the Kingdom they desire, but the results are not exactly what Peter and the others had in mind.  Peter, James, and John do see a glimpse of the Kingdom of God.  Peter’s feeble, “Shall I set up a few tents?” is not only silly considering the grandeur of what he is witnessing, it is a request that disregards what Jesus has said about the upcoming cross.  Peter wants the glory to remain; he’s not yet convinced that the cross must precede glory.
God’s response to Peter is a strong corrective.  First, God reiterates what He said when Jesus was baptized (1:11).  Then, He tells the disciples to listen to Jesus.  What does Jesus say before and after the transfiguration that God says is so important to listen to?

Tony Pane observes, “Jesus points out to them that the Elijah figure (John the Baptist) has already come first, as the Scriptures said he would—and has suffered at the hands of the very people meant to be expecting him.  Accordingly, the only thing left to happen before the Kingdom of God arrives is that the Son of Man must also suffer.”  Peter’s glimpse into the Kingdom of God only serves to underscore that the cross must precede the glory.
9:14-29
Even as the Messiah’s task comes into sharper focus, the proper response to the King is still dependent faith.  Who in this story is a model of faith?  Who in this story is a model of unbelief?

Verses 14 to 19 paint an unflattering picture of the disciples.  Jesus finds the disciples arguing with the scribes.  Given what we learn of the disciples in 9:33-41, there was likely an element of pride in play.  So often, arguments stem from pride.  The disciples had tried to heal but where unable to, likely leading to a “saving face” argument with the scribes.  Jesus response is to the situation reveals the heart of the problem: “O faithless generation!”  
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Verses 20 to 29 paint a picture of dependent faith.  The father’s words in verse 24 are the epitome of true faith.  The father realizes he is helpless and utterly dependent upon Jesus for the healing of his son.  He has faith.  But the father takes it one step further.  He also realizes the smallness of his faith is not something he can deal with on his own, so he adds, “Help my unbelief!”  
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9:30-37
Jesus’ resolve to “bear with” His disciples (9:19) is seen here as He walks alone with them, teaching them.  He continues to teache that He must suffer, die, and rise.  But the disciples are unable to grasp what He is saying and too ashamed to ask.  As we will see in the following verses (9:33-37), they are so occupied with their own ambitions that they don’t want to risk looking foolish.  Their own ambitions are more important to them than eagerly learning what Jesus meant by these weighty words.  Sadly, we’re no different.  
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The next two exchanges between Jesus and His disciples are key instructions about how disciples are to live in light of the cross of Jesus.  The first exchange happens as a result of the disciples arguing over who will be greatest in Christ’s Kingdom.  But Jesus turns their thinking on its head.  Jesus teaches them the “backwards” values of His Kingdom.  What is valued in God’s Kingdom is humility and a servant’s heart.  To illustrate His point, Jesus takes a child into His arms.  It’s as if He says: watch me – see, a person without respect or honor in society is the very one I choose to take into my arms.  If the disciples want to truly “receive” Jesus, they must embrace His servant’s heart that sees nobody as below Him.  
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9:38-41
The second “teaching” exchange happens when John gives a report about stopping a follower of Jesus from casting out demons.  It is important to note that John does not object because this man is misusing Jesus’ name (as in Acts 19:13-14).  John’s frustration is that the man is not part of their clique. 

In response, Jesus teaches that there are only two sides someone can be on: God’s or Satan’s.  If someone’s on Jesus side, the disciples should not get hung up that he’s not in their little group.  Though it’s clear from the Bible that there are false views of Christ that claim to be Christian but are not, those who are truly on the Lord’s side are not the enemy.
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In a spiritual battle, you must be on one side or the other.  And those who take the Lord’s side, even if their contribution seems small (“cup of cold water”), will be rewarded.

Pride leads one to say, “If you’re not one of us, I’m against you.”  Humility says, “Anyone who is truly for Christ is my brother in whom I rejoice.”  Jesus tells the disciples to get their eyes off of themselves and on to the spiritual battle raging around them.
9:42-50
In light of these two exchanges, Jesus gives a concluding word to them.  While the sayings in these verses may seem somewhat detached and arbitrary, the concluding admonition “be at peace with one another” links these commands to the previous two exchanges.

Jesus begins by warning against causing “little ones” to sin.  The context defines the “little ones” as those who believe.  This phrase likely points to young believers. Again, Jesus’ priority is on helping and serving others.  

Verses 43 to 48 show how seriously we should take embracing Jesus’ Kingdom values.  If there is something that is tempting you towards pride, cut it off.  If there is an obstacle in your life that keeps you from serving others, gouge it out.  Since those who don’t embrace Jesus’ values don’t embrace Jesus (9:37), eternity hangs in the balance.  
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Verses 49 and 50 are two of the most difficult to interpret in Mark’s Gospel.  One likely interpretation reads these verses as a unified whole with the sacrificial system as the background.  Fire and salt (for salt, see Leviticus 2:13) were both essential components of a sacrifice.  The fire, obviously, consumed the sacrifice.  The salt preserved it and made it a pleasing aroma to God.  We know that from 1 Peter 1:7 that trials are a kind of fire that allows us to bring praise to God.  We will all go through hard times.  That’s part of being a living sacrifice.  But in those hard times, we must not loose our saltiness; we must remain steadfast in godly character so that our aroma is pleasing to God.  Perhaps a good paraphrase of these two verses would be: Since you are living sacrifices, when hard times come, continue to live at peace remaining humble and loving.  
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 10 – Entrance Requirements
Getting Started

The University of Chicago requires applicants to fill out its “unCommon Application.”  It involves outside-the-box essay questions like:  INSERT SAMPLE QUESTION.  We are familiar with entrance requirements, but have we ever thought about the entrance requirements for God’s Kingdom?  Nothing could be more important.
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A Closer Look

10:1-12
Again, the Pharisees insist on testing Jesus (as in 8:11), the same sin Israel committed in the wilderness (see Psalm 78).  Perhaps they raise the question of divorce because John the Baptist’s teaching on divorce had led to his death.  Whatever their reason, Jesus answers unequivocally: people should not get divorced (10:6-9), and those who divorce and remarry commit adultery (10:11-12).  It is enough to see that Jesus opposes divorce, but a fuller biblical picture that takes into account Matthew 5:32 and 1 Corinthians 7:15 is helpful.  If these issues touch you, we encourage you to contact a pastor to talk through how our church views these Scriptures.

Do the Pharisees have an earnest desire to understand God’s Word on this matter?  What might have prevented them from earnestly seeking answers from God’s Word?

10:13-16
How is the attitude of Jesus and his disciples different?  What does this reflect about the disciples?

Throughout history and across all cultures, the common experience of children is helpless dependence.  Why are they a good example of how we should receive God’s Kingdom?
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10:17-31
The rich man asks the question that drives the chapter, “What must I do to inherit the Kingdom of God?”  Jesus references six of the ten commandments (“defraud” replaces “covet”).  What four does He leave out?  What does this tell us about what the man’s problem might be?

It is telling that the rich man doesn’t even notice the omission.  He knows the commandments, but the first four hold little sway over him.  So Jesus cuts to the quick.  He gives the one command that will expose whether the rich man values God and His Kingdom above all else.  As we all know, the man fails the test.

True faith springs from a heart of helplessness.  One who is truly helpless does not value anything greater than that which can save him.  This man, in desperate need of salvation, does not value salvation enough to sacrifice his worldly goods.
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The disciples, with their earthly perspective, think the wealthy pious man should have the first ticket into God’s Kingdom.  When Jesus points out that it is impossible for the rich to enter, they ask who can be saved.  Who can be saved, according to Jesus?

Man cannot save himself.  The entrance requirements to God’s Kingdom are impossibly high.  Then Jesus adds, “. . . but not with God.  For all things are possible with God.”  Jesus’ point could not be put more plainly: our only hope for tasting God’s Kingdom is to cry out to God.  Any dependence upon our own merit will cause us to fail the entrance exam.
Jesus goes on to explain the great rewards of following Him, even at great cost.  He speaks of the family of believers that are ours and the eternal life that is ours.  But He also speaks of persecutions and being “last.”  Why might Jesus have included this in His reply to Peter?

10:32-34
As Jesus turns to Jerusalem, He again predicts His death, this time with specific detail.  Why does Jesus again bring this up?  Why might the disciples have needed to hear it?

10:35-45

This is one of the most important sections in the whole Gospel.  It includes the key verse (10:45) for the whole book.  What preoccupies the disciples?

How does Jesus respond to them?

J. C. Ryle writes, “[Jesus] tells them that their ideas of greatness were built on a mistaken foundation” (Ryle 217).  The world’s kingdom has rulers who dominate and domineer.  The leaders of Christ’s Kingdom must practice humility and service.  Cross-centered leadership is self-sacrificial to its core.  “Let all who desire to please Christ, watch and pray against self-esteem.  It is a feeling which is deeply rooted in our hearts” (Ryle 218).
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Verse 45 is perhaps the most important verse in the whole book.  A Gospel that has the twin themes of Jesus’ Kingship and His cross begs explanation.  Why is it that a King must suffer and die?  This verse provides the answer.  If sinners are going to enter into His Kingdom, they must be ransomed from the cruel reign of sin and death.  It is impossible for man to redeem himself – he is dead in his sins.  But Jesus can ransom us, buying us back and allowing us entrance into His Kingdom.  The King must die to free His subjects from the enemy.  The King must die to pay our ransom.

10:46-52

Mark completes this section on the cross and discipleship with the last healing he will record.  Bartimaeus is the only person healed that Mark names.  These two facts give special significance to this healing.  In what ways does Bartimaeus teach us how to follow Jesus?
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 11 – The King Curses the Temple
Getting Started

“Fool me once, shame on you.  Fool me twice, shame on me.”  So goes the saying.  The point is that we should learn our lesson the first time, but sadly we often don’t.  When it came to the temple, Israel definitely fell into the “shame on me” category.  They should have learned their lesson at Shiloh or with the fall of the first temple.  But Jesus must teach the lesson a third time.
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A Closer Look

11:1-10
As Jesus marches to His death, He orchestrates every detail with perfect precision.  His death is no accident.  The choice of a colt is a conscious fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9.  This precise plan began thousands of years ago, and the choreography was described in detail by the prophets of old.

The crowd gathers to welcome their Messiah.  They speak of the “kingdom of our father David,” and shout “Hosanna” (which means: “Save us, we pray”).  They quote the Messianic prophecy from Psalm 118:25-26.  The crowds believe that Jesus is the King who will deliver them from Roman rule.  But Jesus knows full well that many of these same people will gather to yell “Crucify!” just days later.
Jesus arrives with no entourage, no mighty stallion, and little fanfare.  What message does this send to the adoring crowd?
11:11-14
Jesus’ decision to curse the fig tree has confused many people.  He comes across as a temperamental schoolboy.  But the scene with the fig tree must be read in context of the whole chapter.  Take a minute and look up Jeremiah 8:13 and Micah 7:1.  Why might Jesus have chosen a fig tree to curse?

With the Old Testament background in mind, let’s take a look at how Mark unfolds the story.  Jesus enters Jerusalem and looks around, no doubt taking in the spectacle the temple had become.  He then coolly walks out of the city. He approaches a fig tree, as representative of Israel.  Its leaves indicate the presence of fruit, even though it was not the season for figs.  Jesus makes sure that the disciples hear Him say these carefully chosen words: “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”  Let’s keep reading to see how Mark makes sense of all of this.  We will see that the curse of the fig tree is not a rash act but a carefully calculated move in light of what He’d just observed in Jerusalem (and in light of what He’s about to do).
11:15-19
Jesus enters Jerusalem and promptly heads to the temple.  His actions halt operation of the temple – sacrifices cannot be bought or sold and nobody can even pass through.  With the temple activity halted, He teaches from two passages.  In order to understand fully what Jesus was doing, we need to look more closely at both passages.
Read Isaiah 56:4-8.  Keep in mind that eunuchs and foreigners were forbidden from the temple in the Law.  What did Isaiah’s prophecy convey about the temple?

Read Jeremiah 7:1-15.  Why did Israel think that nothing bad would befall them?  Why does Jeremiah bring up Shiloh?  Why does God say that Jerusalem and the temple will fall?

Less than 50 years after Jeremiah’s prophecy, the temple did in fact fall.

Jesus teaches from Isaiah to remind the people that the temple is a place where all peoples will one day gather to worship the Lord.  And then He condemns the temple with Jeremiah’s curse.  Less than 50 years after Jesus uttered this condemnation, the temple fell.
Read John 2:13-22.  When the temple falls, what (or who) do you think will replace it?

11:20-26
Jesus’ pronouncement against the temple was complete, so He again exits the city.  For the benefit of His disciples, He is sure to walk by the fig tree He had cursed.  Peter notices that it had withered.  The lesson: when something looks like it is producing fruit but isn’t (the temple), and when Jesus curses it (as He did the temple), it withers (as did the temple in 70 A.D.).
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What should have been a “house of prayer” (see also 1 Kings 8:33-35), had ceased to be so.  The lesson of the fig tree made it clear that the temple was now obsolete – withered.  But Jesus teaches that through faith in Him, prayers are still effective.  How has Mark’s Gospel characterized faith up until this point?

Verses 22 to 26 are often ripped out of context and misapplied. You cannot read Mark’s Gospel and conclude that faith is some sort of confident ability to control God and have Him do your whim.  Faith arises out of desperate need as we cry out to God as our only hope.  There is infinite power in the prayer of humble, desperate faith.
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11:27-33

Jesus returns again to the temple and is confronted by the Jewish leaders.  His previous actions in the temple proved His authority.  He spoke and acted with the authority of God.  The various Jewish leaders ask where Jesus got His authority, and Jesus’ response exposes the shallowness of their authority.  Any shepherd of God only has authority in so far as He is faithfully representing God.  Jesus’ question exposes the heart of the leaders: they do not speak out of the fear of God, they speak out the fear of man.  They are the ones with counterfeit authority.
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 12 – Jesus in the Lion’s Den
Getting Started

An expert in wilderness survival was once surrounded by a pack of hungry wolves.  He was cut off from his partner and his weapon, so he was forced to take on the wolves.  He identified which wolf was the leader of the pack, and used a variety of tactics to keep him from attacking.  His partner eventually arrived, and his life was saved.  As Jesus nears the cross, the Jewish leaders circle for the kill.  But Jesus not only defeats them, he destroys them.  The “lions” leave whimpering; their mouths are shut.
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A Closer Look

12:1-12
In chapter 4, Jesus explained that parables give understanding to those inside the Kingdom but judge those who are outside the Kingdom.  How does the Pharisees’ response to this parable illustrate this?

Jesus does not offer an interpretation of this parable, but it corresponds to the story of the Bible.  God the Father is the owner of the vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-2).  The Jewish leaders are the tenants (Jeremiah 7:25-26).  The prophets are the servants who are treated so poorly (Matthew 23:37).  And Jesus is the son that is killed.  The parable is a vivid account of the faithful love and patience of God, but it is also a sad account of the hard-heartedness of the Jewish leaders.  The parable ends on a note of hope: the vineyard is put in the hands of others and the rejected son becomes the cornerstone of Psalm 118:22-23.  

12:13-17
Bent on destroying Jesus, a delegation of Pharisees and Herodians arrive to “trap” Jesus.  The trap is well-conceived.  James Edwards explains the logic: “Support for taxation will discredit him in the eyes of the people, whereas his refusal to pay the tax will bring the Roman Imperium down on him” (Edwards 363).  Either way, they win.

Jesus’ answer amazes them.  His reply is freighted with eternal perspective.  He deals with the crowd by minimizing the coin.  It’s as if He says, “Why are you so concerned with something that is so clearly of the world?”  He deals with the government by giving them what they want.  If the government isn’t forcing Him to violate God’s Word, He’ll give them what they ask for.  The Pharisees’ foolproof trap is disarmed.  They lose.

12:18-27
The second round commences, this time with a delegation of the Sadducees.  Belief in the resurrection was the “popular” position of the day (Paul used it to save his own skin in Acts 23:6), so the trap worked like this.  Jesus would either stumble and trip over their air-tight case against the resurrection (as many Pharisees had done, no doubt), or He would be forced to deny the resurrection and lose popular support.

The Sadducees’ argument grew out of the rules governing levirate marriage (marriage on behalf of a deceased, childless relative) in Deuteronomy 25:5-10.  Jesus’ answer has two parts to it.  First, He explains the nature of the resurrection.  James Edwards summarizes, “The resurrected life is not a prolonged earthly life but life in an entirely new dimension” (Edwards 367).  Marriage is an institution that does not last into eternity.
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Second, Jesus rebukes the Sadducees with some airtight logic of His own: God claimed to be the God of Abraham at the burning bush when Abraham would have been long dead.  “Yet God told Moses that he was still [Abraham’s] God at the time he spoke – thus implying that, from the perspective of the resurrection, they were still alive” (Brooks 196).  Again, Jesus thwarts these experts in the Law with a deeper and more grounded knowledge of the Word.  The Jewish leaders lose again.
12:28-34
The third round is categorically different from the others.  Though this man is a scribe, he was not sent to trap Jesus.  Verse 28 tells us that he overheard the conversation and was intrigued with the wisdom behind Jesus’ answers.  What do we learn from Jesus’ answer about the greatest commandment?

Does the scribe agree or disagree with Jesus’ answer?  He adds a bit to Jesus’ answer.  Is his addition biblically sound?

It is refreshing to meet a Jewish leader that rightly understands God’s Word.  But Jesus is not as impressed.  True, the man has answered wisely.  But entrance into the Kingdom of God requires more than knowledge.  Based on your study of Mark, what would you say was the missing element for this scribe?
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12:35-40

Having prevailed over the attacks of the Jewish leaders, Jesus exposes the error of the Scribes.  First he exposes them for their unwillingness to think deeply about God’s Word.  Psalm 110 was written by David to be used as a coronation hymn.  There are two “Lords” mentioned in the first verse.  The first Lord is a reference to God.  The second “Lord” is a reference to the new king.  The new king would be in the line of David, yet David’s song about him calls him “Lord.”  A diligent scribe would have noticed this and wrestled with what it could have meant.
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Jesus denounces the scribes a second time.  The scribes live the opposite way Christians should.  The Christian is to be servant of all, humble and meek.  The scribes crave recognition and honor.  They use their perceived piety to garner financial support from trusting widows.  Their religious activity is all to impress man and advance themselves.


[image: image59]
12:41-44
Jesus holds up the widow as a positive example.  She is the direct opposite of the scribes.  The widow and her small gift serve as an enduring example of true faith.  Her gift was less that one two-hundredth of the temple tax, yet Jesus found it of more value than any other.  Why?  Because the poor widow gave all.  If we have missed the point thus far in Mark’s Gospel, we cannot miss it now.  Jesus does not want half-hearted disciples.  He wants those who are given entirely to Him.
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 13 – How to Live when Christ Leaves
Getting Started

Eschatology.  It’s a big word.  Classic dispensational, amillenial, post-trib, pre-trib, mid-trib.  It’s enough to make the head spin.  We’ve seen the charts, but it still doesn’t make much sense to us.  The study of the end times can be confusing.  But sometimes, our commitment to a certain “system” causes us to misread the original meaning of the passage.  Whatever our view of the end times, we share a common goal to hear what God’s Word is actually saying.  Don’t jump too quickly to “how does this fit into my system?”  If we do, we may miss the point God intends for us to hear.
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A Closer Look

13:1-4
Jesus begins with a prophetic word that the temple will be thrown down and utterly destroyed.  Thus, Jesus makes explicit what He had communicated implicitly in the incident with the fig tree (11:20-21).  Naturally, this confused the disciples and they had a few further question.  What are the two parts of the disciples’ question?  What does “these things” refer to?

13:5-13
The disciples’ question focused on the destruction of the temple, not the end of time.  This has led some Christians to read this chapter as nothing more than a prediction of the events that would lead up to the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D.  However, the prophets frequently addressed a situation in their day by recasting it against the wider scale of the final triumph of God over evil.  Jesus continues that pattern by speaking both of what would happen in the generation of the disciples (13:30) and at the end of the age (13:24-27).  This is what makes “apocalyptic” literature challenging.

This section focuses on the time before the end (13:7), when the birth pangs have just begun (13:8).  What characterizes these days?

Christians throughout history have mistaken events like those you’ve just listed as signs of the apocalypse.  Is this a correct way to view them?

Given Jesus’ teaching here, Christians should not be surprised at false teaching, hardships, strife, and persecutions.  What commands does Jesus give for living in these times?
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13:14-23
“The abomination of desolation” is a reference to Daniel 11:31 and refers to a desecration of the temple. In 70 A.D., a man named Titus forced his way into the temple and the Roman soldiers declare him emperor.  This was an intentional and public desecration of the temple.  Shortly after this, the invading army leveled the temple and an intense persecution broke out upon both Jews and Christians.  The precision of Jesus’ words, particularly in light of the disciples’ question, leave little doubt that Jesus was pointing forward to this sad day.

However, the prophecy must be read as something more.  Though the persecution of 70 A.D. was awful, it does not warrant the language of 13:19-20.  Jesus is using something all His disciples were going to experience to point forward to something of ever greater significance.  It’s as if Jesus says: you think the tribulations of 70 A.D. are bad, wait until you see the final tribulations.
13:24-27
Jesus’ focus on the end times is now explicit.  He quotes from Daniel 7:13 and alludes to a variety of other Scriptures that all predict the coming of the great day of the Lord.  What parts of creation respond to Jesus’ second coming?

It is important not to over-interpret the prophecies related to Christ’s return.  Prophetic works rely heavily on imagery.  Christ may indeed appear in a literal cloud and the stars may all literally fall from the sky, but the obvious point is that all of created order is shaken to its core by the return of the King.
Looking back at the previous three sections offers a simple sequence of events that should be helpful whatever your system for understanding the end times: birth pangs, heightened tribulations, Christ’s return.
13:28-37
Jesus returns to the disciples’ original questions.  The phrase “these things” links back to the disciples’ inquiry about “these things,” a reference to the destruction of the temple.  
He first addresses their request for clues or signs that the destruction will occur.  He tells them: instead of looking for signs indicating when the temple will be destroyed, look to the destruction of the temple as a sign that my return is near.  
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Jesus then takes up the second part of the disciples’ question.  Again, He changes the nature of their question.  He replaces their focus on the temple with the priority of His return.  

NOTE:  In taking on flesh, God the Son had relinquished the exercise of some of His divine traits.  In this case, He has surrendered His knowledge of when the second coming would take place.

What commands does Jesus give for living in anticipation of Jesus’ second coming?

It is wise for servants who are unaware when the master will return to stay alert and attentive to their tasks lest they be found sleeping when the master returns.  In other words, we should work in such a way that the Master would be pleased whenever He returns.  The imminent return of Christ should affect how we live our daily lives.  It should fuel our heartfelt obedience.  Jesus is calling us to steady, faithful service within His Kingdom.
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 14 – Death: The King’s Chosen Path
Getting Started

Sometimes movie directors choose to film a clip in slow motion.  The effect for those watching is to show the importance of that particular scene.  Up to this point, Mark’s Gospel has moved at a fairly brisk pace.  But now Mark slows the pace and begins a detailed account of the final days of Jesus’ life.  The “slow motion” highlights the significance of this moment.
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A Closer Look

14:1-9
The opening verse sets an ominous tone.  Jesus’ death is on the horizon.  While the priests and scribes scheme, Jesus is firmly in control.  He reinterprets a woman’s costly sacrifice in light of His upcoming burial.  Her gift of costly ointment was worth a modern equivalent of approximately $40,000.  What does Jesus’ defense of this woman’s actions say about the importance of Jesus’ coming death?

14:10-21
Perhaps sparked by Jesus’ “disregard” for the almighty dollar, Judas agrees to betray Jesus.  Judas, like the scribes and priests, makes a plan in secret.  But again, Mark shows us that Jesus is really the one in control.  He knows full well what Judas is up to.  Besides knowing that Judas is intending to betray, what other details in this section point to Jesus control over all the details involved in His final days?

Judas’ decision to betray Jesus will have disastrous consequences for him.  Though Jesus’ death is in accordance with God’s plan revealed long ago in the Scriptures, “woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!”  God’s sovereignty is no excuse for man’s depravity.

14:22-25
The Passover meal was a religious feast full of symbolic meaning.  The meal commemorates their deliverance from Egypt.  In that deliverance, a perfect lamb dies, those who deserve to die are spared, and God’s people are freed from bondage.  Why might Jesus choose this meal to reinterpret in light of His pending death?
In essence, He says: this meal used to point to your delivery out of Egypt; now this meal points to your delivery out of sin through my death.  In Jesus’ death, a perfect lamb dies (Jesus), those who deserve to die are spared (sinners), and God’s people are freed from bondage (to sin).
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14:26-52
Jesus begins this section with two prophecies: “You will all fall away,” and, “You will deny me three times.”  The section ends with, “And they all left him and fled” (14:50).  Jesus was not surprised that His disciples would abandon Him.  He knew that it was a fulfillment of Scripture (14:26), and He informs the disciples that they will abandon Him before they are even aware they will.  Jesus is in complete control.
Though Jesus is in complete control as He walks knowingly to His death, we must not mistake that for lack of feeling.  The path to the cross is a calculated fulfillment of the Scriptures, but the intensity of Jesus’ coming suffering caused Him immeasurable anguish, as we see so vividly in Gethsemane.

Jesus’ example of prayer shows us that it is right to pour our heart out to God.  Even as Christ does that, though, His highest desire is that God’s will be done.  Christian prayer flows out of a heart that believes Father knows best. “Thy will be done” is not “have it Your way.”  It is the pure desire that God’s ways be done because they are superior to ours.
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Judas and the crowd arrive according to God’s foreordained plan (14:49).  Why is the disciples’ response so different from Jesus’?

Just as Jesus foretold, the disciples abandoned Him.  The unique details Mark adds in verses 51 and 52 simply underscore the fact that Jesus was totally abandoned.
14:53-65
As Jesus faces His accusers, what clues does Mark give us that Jesus is completely innocent?

The high priest asks the crucial question: “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus answers by saying, “I am.”  This not only affirms His identity as the Christ, the Son of God (1:1), it also is an echo of the divine name Yaweh (“I AM”) from the Old Testament (Exodus 3:14).  Jesus goes even further in revealing His true identity.  He references Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13, claiming to be the fulfillment of these Messianic prophecies.  The Jewish leaders’ outrage is instant. Verse 65 describes the beginning of the brutal treatment Jesus received.  He is blindfolded and beaten.  With each successive blow, they mock Him: who hit you this time, prophet?
14:66-72
Such harsh treatment at the hands of the Jewish elite saddens us, but it does not surprise us.  They have been opposed to Jesus from the beginning.  The account of Peter’s denial is much heavier.  Peter was one of His own, the outspoken leader of the disciples, the one who professed Him to be the Messiah, the one who previously expressed his willingness to die for Jesus.  Yet he denies Jesus three times, each time with increasing forcefulness.
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Mark 15 – The Death of the King
Getting Started

Familiarity often results in a loss of appreciation.  People who live in the shadow of great cities rarely look at them with the same wonder that tourists do.  Traits that once delighted you in your spouse are easy to take for granted after years of marriage.  The first anniversary of 9/11 was much weightier than subsequent anniversaries.  Sadly, that’s often how it is with the story of Jesus’ death on our behalf.  Pray that God would never allow familiarity with the story of the cross to result in a loss of appreciation.
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A Closer Look

15:1-15
Look through the accusations made against Jesus.  Which are true and which are false?

What does Pilate conclude about Jesus?  Why does he have Jesus crucified?
In these fifteen verses, Jesus is called the “King of the Jews” three times.  He is given this title three more times within the chapter.  The title is always on the lips of those who rejected Jesus, though Jesus acknowledges that the title is accurate (15:2).  The repetition of the title simultaneously affirms that Jesus is the King and reveals how limited of an understanding the non-believers have.  They mock “King of Jews,” not knowing that He is that and so much more.  The King of the Jews, though He is innocent, is sentenced to death.
15:16-20
Compare these verses to 14:65.  How are they similar?  How are they different?

The Jews had scorned Him as a “supposed” prophet, missing the point that He is the Great Prophet.  The Gentiles scorn Him as a “supposed” king.  They make him a crown – out of thorns – and drape Him in royal purple.  They beat Him and spit in His face.  In mockery, they bow before the One to whom they will one day bow at the Judgment Seat.
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15:21-32
Mark’s focus in this section is on the intense sufferings of Christ.  Jesus refuses the pain numbing solution of wine and myrrh.  He mentions that the criminals crucified with Him mock Him and details the slurs of those who pass by.  Mark’s report is full of irony.  They mention Jesus’ words about raising up the temple again in three days, but they didn’t know that was a prediction of His death and resurrection.  They mock, “He saved others; he cannot save himself,” but they don’t know that is exactly what is happening – Jesus is giving himself up to save others.  They mock Jesus’ call to “see and believe,” but they do not grasp that millions through history would see and believe.
15:33-38
Mark’s account of Jesus’ death is packed with significance.  Not only do these seven verses tell the story of Jesus’ death, they interpret the story.  Read Amos 8:7-10.  To what might the three hours of darkness point?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.  Why might Jesus have said that He was forsaken of God?

Read Hebrews 10:19-22.  What is the significance of the temple curtain being torn?

Jesus took upon Himself the sin of the world and drank the cup of God’s wrath for three wretched hours.  In so doing, He opened a way for all who believe to have direct access to the Father through Him.
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15:39
Mark ends his account of Jesus’ death with a centurion’s pronouncement: “Truly this man was the Son of God.”  Mark began his Gospel announcing “the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”  Throughout the Gospel, no other human being assigns this title to Jesus.  Here, though, a Gentile confirms what Mark initially announced.  Jesus’ good Kingdom is for Jew and Gentile alike.

15:40-47
The fidelity of a few of Jesus’ female followers receives special note by Mark.  Amidst all the abandonment and rejection, a few remained with Him to the end.

The account of Jesus’ burial serves three purposes.  First, it provides a glimmer of hope that the Jews did not entirely reject Jesus.  A Jewish leader has enough faith in Christ and the coming Kingdom of God that He takes Jesus’ body and buries Him.  Second, it confirms that Jesus was in fact dead.  The sudden nature of Jesus’ death gave any easy out to the skeptics – Jesus never died in the first place.  But a trained centurion confirms that Jesus is dead.  Third, it sets the reader up for the journey of the women to the tomb by informing us that they saw where He was laid.
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Mark’s Gospel

The King and the Cross
Chapter 16:1-8 – What Will You Do with the Resurrection?
Note: Because the earliest biblical manuscripts do not include verses 9 through 20, this study will conclude with verse 8.

Getting Started

Endings are important.  A bad ending to a movie can ruin what was once a promising plot, or a good ending can redeem a relatively weak plot.  At first glance, Mark’s Gospel has a bad ending.  It ends very abruptly, so much so that scribes would later add to it what they thought was missing.  But a closer study reveals that the abrupt ending is purposeful.  The reality is, the end of Mark’s Gospel is very meaningful.
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A Closer Look

16:1-8
The news of Jesus’ resurrection is perhaps the greatest news in the history of the world.  Christians celebrate this news each Easter and every Sunday (we meet on that day because it is when our Lord was raised).  Yet Mark gives comparatively little emphasis to it.  He informs us that three women heard the news of the resurrection, but he does not report any of the appearances of the risen Christ.  He ends the Gospel more abruptly than He began it – the women, still stung by the astonishment and fear over what they’ve just heart, have yet to tell others the good news.  It is an odd ending to say the least.
But there is a reason for Mark’s ending.  Any reader would react to His ending, wondering why the women refuse to tell anyone else about this good news.  Mark, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, uses His abrupt ending to reinforce the need to proclaim the good news.
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There is one other likely reason that Mark gave such a short account of the resurrection.  Mark’s emphasis throughout the Gospel has been on the King and the cross.  Jesus’ suffering and death serves as an example to His disciples that the first shall be last and the last shall be first.  Mark emphasizes that Jesus “came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (10:45).  Even in a Gospel that emphasizes the cross and its significance for how we follow Jesus, the resurrection is too important to leave out.  But the brief account of it is in keeping with Mark’s focus on the cross.

The cross is important for how we live our lives.  Read the following passages and note how we’re to live in light of the cross.

8:34-38

9:37

9:42-50

10:29-31

10:42-45

12:38-40
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Bringing It All Together


Mark not only wants us to see that Jesus is the Christ, he also wants us to see that as the Christ He had to suffer and die.  He wants us to understand that our sin is the reason Jesus had to suffer and die and that the way to enter into God’s Kingdom and forgiveness is through repentance and faith.  Jesus is the promised King of the Old Testament.  He also was the servant of all, going to the cross to save us from our sin.  








Think About It


Jesus does not teach that the right response to the gospel is to “pray a prayer,” “walk an aisle,” or “make a decision.”  While these practices are not wrong, they are only meaningful if the heart is truly repentant and if the person truly believes the good news about Jesus.








Big Idea


Glance through the headings in your Bible.  How many miracles do you notice in the first 8 chapters of Mark?  How many miracles do you notice in the last 8 chapters?











Glance through those headings again.  How many times do you notice Jesus talking about his upcoming death or the importance of being a servant in the first 8 chapters?  How about in the last 8 chapters?











Hopefully, you noticed that Mark’s Gospel has two distinct sections.  In the first 8 chapters (some people like to call it his Galilean ministry), the focus is on Jesus’ authority.  Mark is helping us understand that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.  He is the mighty King.  In the second 8 chapters, Mark is helping us see that Jesus had to suffer, die, and rise from the dead.  If Jesus is going to welcome sinners into His Kingdom, He must pay their ransom.  He suffers and dies in order to save us.  So Jesus, according to Mark’s Gospel, is the King who brings in His Kingdom through suffering and death.








Think About It


How do you define the gospel?  How should this verse affect your definition?





Big Idea


In our passage, Mark wants us to see something very important about Jesus.  He wants us to see that Jesus has authority.  Read through our passage (1:16-2:28) and mark down anything you notice that Jesus has authority over.














Mark is teaching us that Jesus is one who has authority beyond what anyone has ever known.  He has power over people (Simon, Andrew, James, John, Levi), spirits, and diseases.  Mark wants to be absolutely clear: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.  And the first line of evidence for that is Jesus’ amazing authority over all things.








Think About It


What did these disciples have to sacrifice to follow Jesus?  What have you sacrificed to follow Jesus?





Think About It


Do you ever find yourself thinking of yourself as “healthier” than you are?  What is a good solution to this problem?





Bringing It All Together


Jesus is an authority we should embrace.  There is nothing outside His power, including our sinfulness.  He calls each one of us to follow Him.  We must first fully confess our desperate need for Him since we are sinners, and then we must follow Him promptly and completely.  If we do, then we can know the goodness of having Jesus as our King.  Many of us have long embraced these truths, but even long-time Christians must grow in their understanding of their need for Him and must search their hearts to make sure they are fully following Him.








Big Idea


In this chapter, Mark holds out right and wrong responses to Jesus.  In so doing, he teaches us what it means to be a true disciple.  Read through the chapter and mark down what you see as right and wrong responses to Jesus.

















Mark makes plain in 3:14-15 and 3:33-35: true disciples are those who give themselves to “Christ and His Kingdom.”








Think About It


In what ways do we have a tendency build our own manmade religions today?  How do we avoid such error ourselves?





Think About It


In what ways does your life reflect your commitment to abiding with Christ and doing His work?





Think About It


Jesus’ rejection of His earthy family in favor of His spiritual family is very informative.  What are some ways that we sometimes elevate our earthly family over our spiritual family?  Is it ever right to do this?





Think About It


What are some ways you are living “for Christ and His Kingdom”?





Bringing It All Together


We must not fall into the trap of manmade religion (even when it has traces of the Bible within it).  Neither should we fall into the trap of prioritizing the earthly benefits of Christ’s work over the spiritual benefits.  We must realize we are sinners in desperate need of Jesus, and, in response to His forgiveness, give ourselves fully to His work within this world.








Big Idea


Jesus uses parables to teach His disciples about the nature of His Kingdom: it is spread as the Word produces fruit in people (4:1-20); though hidden, its light will soon be made manifest (4:21-25); it is present and growing even if unobserved (4:26-29); and it starts small but becomes great (4:30-32).  In sum, the present, subtle presence of God’s Kingdom will inevitably grow and become profound.








Think About It


What are some ways that you can help God’s Word to go down deep within your heart?





Is it possible to read the Bible every day and not have God’s Word grow deeply within you?  If so, what makes the difference?





What are some “other desires” that compete with God’s Word growing in your heart?  What actions have you taken to try to “weed” your heart of these desires?








Think About It


How should this admonition affect our pursuit of knowledge from God’s Word and particularly the parables?





Bringing It All Together


God’s Kingdom is very different than the disciples expected.  It was not a triumphant, sudden, magnificent Kingdom.  Instead, Jesus ushers it in through His life, death, and resurrection.  It spreads as His gospel spreads and people receive it into their hearts.  But though it starts small, it becomes massively powerful.  The fullness of this power will become obvious when Jesus returns.








Big Idea


The three different miracles in this chapter span a wide range: crazed Gentile, Jewish leader, and poor woman; demon possessed, ill, and dead.  In so doing, Mark teaches that the Kingdom Jesus brings is available to anyone who is desperate enough to know his need for Jesus.








Think About It


How are you like the townspeople?  How are you like the man?





Think About It


What do we learn about Jesus’ heart that He would interrupt His journey with a synagogue ruler in order to help a poor, needy woman?  What areas of your heart need to change to better reflect Christ’s?





Think About It


We often forget just how badly we need Jesus.  What can you do to remind yourself of your desperate need?





Bringing It All Together


The healed demoniac, the woman with the issue of the blood, and Jairus are remarkably different.  But each receives a taste of Jesus’ Kingdom.  There is nobody beyond the reach of God’s Kingdom.  What divides them is not as strong as what unites them: each one has a desperate need that only Christ can solve.











Big Idea


In our passage, Mark shows us the dangers and folly of unbelief.  This chapter stands in contrast to the previous chapter, which depicted genuine faith.  








Think About It


How do you discern the difference between religious interest and genuine faith?





Think About It


What are some of the consequences we face today if we do not fully believe in Jesus?





Bringing It All Together


Unbelief is a deadly poison.  It should not be trifled with.  While some might charge that the public overreacted to the “swine flu,” we can never go too far in safeguarding ourselves against unbelief.  What are some ways you try to protect your heart from unbelief?








Big Idea


This chapter offers Jesus’ diagnosis for the common human problem: a wicked heart.  But because the problem is common to all humanity, both Jew and Gentile alike are in need of Jesus.








Think About It


What are some Baptist traditions that we value which aren’t taught in Scripture?  How do we make sure that what is important to us are the same things that are important to God?








Think About It


Does our culture tend to see the wicked heart as man’s basic problem?  If not, what does it view to be man’s basic problem?





How should Jesus’ diagnosis affect how we view the people around us?  How does it affect our evangelism?








Think About It


What are some helpful ways to cultivate a heart of faith like the woman’s?





Bringing It All Together


Mark presents Jesus as the King who must go to the cross.  If we were not so familiar with the story, we would ask why the King had to die.  The key lies in the diagnosis of the human condition.  Since all of us are hopelessly dead in our sin, Jesus must ransom us by His blood.  Only in that way can we be a part of God’s Kingdom. Because the sin problem is common to all of us, the Savior came for all of us, too.








Big Idea


This chapter is the turning point in Mark.  Leading up to this chapter, Mark has been showing us that Jesus is the King.  After this point, Mark will be teaching us that the King must die to bring in His Kingdom.  In this chapter, Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ but then rebukes Jesus for saying He will suffer and die.








Think About It


Are you tempted more to be like the Pharisees or Herod?





Think About It


In what ways is your life reflecting the suffering, sacrifice, and humble service of your Savior?








Bringing It All Together


There are those who reject Jesus outright.  They are like Herod and the Pharisees.  But there are others who embrace some form of Jesus, but it is not an accurate picture.  Mark wants us to see that Jesus is the King long-promised in the Old Testament and also that He goes to the cross to usher in His Kingdom.  His Kingship and His cross are both essential to right belief.  What do we have to understand about ourselves in order to fully appreciate Christ’s cross?








Big Idea


Our chapter divides nicely into two related sections.  In the first section (9:1-13), Mark makes a strong affirmation that the cross must precede glory.  The second section is a call for Jesus’ disciples to live in light of that reality, first through dependent faith (9:14-29) and then through humble service (9:30-50).  This chapter is about living in light of the necessity of the cross.








Think About It


Why does pride so often get in the way of true faith?





Think About It


Is your faith as God-dependent as the father’s?  If not, why not?





Think About It


What are some ways that you allow your worldly interests distract you from asking questions of God’s Word, wrestling with its truths, and praying to God for understanding and answers?





Think About It


Here’s a good test of how well you are living out the cross: in the last month, who have you received that society would tell you is “lower” than you?





Think About It


How might you be able to tell whose side (Christ’s or the world’s) someone is on? Hint: think about tests the Bible gives us.





Think About It


What are some areas in your life that may need “cutting off” so that you can live out Jesus’ Kingdom values?





Think About It


Why are hard times sometimes the most difficult to continue living in a humble, servant-hearted way?  What can we do to combat those challenges?





Bringing It All Together


The disciples wanted Jesus to bypass the cross and go right to the glory of the Kingdom.  After insisting that the cross must precede the glory, Jesus begins instructing His disciples about how to live in light of Jesus’ cross.  Disciples are to have a dependent faith and a humble, servant’s heart.








Big Idea


Jesus continues to explain that He must suffer, die and rise.  As the suffering of the Messiah comes into clearer focus, so does the nature of discipleship.  In order to enter His Kingdom, we must come in humble, helpless dependence upon Him.  We cannot trust our own merit, and we must heed His Word.  Because our Savior was a servant, we must be humble servants, too.








Think About It


What stands in the way of your receiving God’s Kingdom like a little child?





Think About It


Is there anything in your life that you love more than God or desire more than His Kingdom?  Put differently, is there anything you would be unwilling to give up if your salvation depended upon it?





Bringing It All Together


The entrance requirements to the Kingdom of God are uncommon.  Instead of having to measure up, the key trait is realizing that we don’t measure up.  Then we turn to God in helpless desperation, crying out to Him for mercy.  Once we receive that mercy, our lives embody the self-sacrifice of our Savior.








Think About It


In what areas of your life do you struggle to practice humble service?  According to this passage, the struggle is a result of our failure to grasp the cross fully.  What are some steps you can take to think more deeply about the cross?





Big Idea


It is difficult to understand the big idea of this chapter without seeing the structure.  You can think of it like a sandwich: bread, cheese, meat, cheese, bread.  Except here it goes: King, Fig Tree, Temple, Fig Tree, King/Authority.  Jesus’ actions in the temple are central to this chapter.  We must interpret the temple scene in light of what’s around it and interpret what’s around it in light of the temple scene.  As the chapter develops, it becomes clear that King Jesus unseats the temple as the center of Israel’s religious life.  Jesus will now be the one through whom we go to access the Father.








Think About It


The Bible talks about the church as the temple (1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 2 Corinthians 6:16, Ephesians 2:21).  As God’s temple today, what should we learn from this chapter?





Think About It


What kind of faith fuels your prayers?





Bringing It All Together


When the King enters Jerusalem, everything changes.  The defunct temple becomes obsolete.  Jesus will become the true temple through His death and resurrection.  As the body of Christ, the church today is also a temple.  We should learn the lessons from Scripture and take our role seriously, bringing honor to God and shining as a beacon to all nations.








Big Idea


Every story except the last in this chapter pits the Jewish leaders against Jesus.  They bring their best attacks, but Jesus easily beats them all.  It is no contest.  The chapter ends with Jesus exposing the false religion of the scribes and contrasting it with the pure religion of the widow.








Think About It


Traditional wedding vows read: “till death do us part.”  Newer wedding vows tend to use words like “forever.”  Which is more biblical language?





Think About It


Are you trusting your biblical knowledge to get you into heaven?  What would be some warning signs that you could be drifting in that direction?





Think About It


What is the difference between knowing God’s Word and wrestling with God’s Word?  Which are you more inclined toward?





Think About It


What’s the heart behind your religious activity?  Do you seek to impress people, or do you seek to please God?





Think About It


There are different ways to measure whether you are completely given to the Lord.  One of the best ways is to look at your pocketbook.  How do you think about your money?  How do you spend your money?  Do we give sacrificially?  Does our support of God’s Kingdom cost us anything?





Bringing It All Together


Jesus enters Jerusalem, and the “lions” are after Him.  But Jesus shows the authority He wields by disarming them and silencing them.  He then exposes the error of their heart: they do not wrestle with God’s Word and are instead concerned with serving themselves. 





Big Idea


Jesus makes it clear that He is leaving the disciples (13:34-36), but He tells them what to expect in His absence and how to behave in His absence.  Take a few minutes and read through the entire chapter, marking down any commands Jesus gives His disciples.  Do you notice any repeated themes or concepts?








Think About It


Jesus’ comment that “the one who endures to the end will be saved” is an echo of 4:17.  According to that parable, what must happen in order for us to endure?





Think About It


Does it ever frustrate you that Jesus’ return was “near” during the disicples’ day and yet He has yet to return?  Read 2 Peter 3:1-10.  How do Peter’s words help us understand why Christ has yet to return even though He remains “near”?








Think About It


Christians fall into two camps: those who obsess about the details of how the end times will unfold and those who could careless about the end times.  How do Jesus’ commands offer a corrective to both?  Which group do you tend to fall into?








Bringing It All Together


Our eschatology (understanding of the end times) is very important.  But Jesus wants our basic knowledge of how things will unfold to drive a faithful, watchful, obedient life.  Too often, our study of eschatology leads us into speculative fantasy instead of sober obedience.  When Jesus spoke on the end times, His emphasis was on how we should live while we await His return.








Big Idea


This is a long chapter, and it leads up to the day of Christ’s death.  All along the way, it anticipates Jesus’ death.  And all along the way, it shows Jesus to be in absolute control of what is happening.  Those who conspire together to kill Jesus make a spectacle of themselves, while Jesus marches purposefully to His own death. The suffering of the Messiah begins even now as Christ is betrayed by Judas, abandoned by His disciples, rejected by the religious leaders, and denied by Peter.








Think About It


Given the significance of the Lord’s Supper, what should our attitude be toward it?  How can we grow in our grasp of its significance?





Think About It


Do your prayers reflect that your highest desire is for God’s will to be done?  What would a prayer like that look like?





Think About It


Jesus had repeatedly warned Peter about his wrong view of the King and the Kingdom.  What did Peter’s failure to heed the warning cost him?  How is this a warning to us?





Bringing It All Together


Mark’s detailed, slow motion account of Jesus’ final days emphasizes the importance of His coming death and the absolute control Jesus had as He marched to His death.  The King chooses to go to the cross.








Big Idea


In the climax of Mark’s Gospel, the king and the cross come together.  In explaining Jesus’ death, Mark helps us understand why it was that Jesus had to die. The innocent King is rejected by man and forsaken by God so that He can destroy the curtain that separates man from God.





Think About It


We ought to be saddened and weighed down when we hear of Christ’s treatment.  But we also must remember that Christ only endured this because of our sin.  In light of Christ’s suffering and death, how should we view our sin?





Think About It


How should we respond to Jesus for bearing our sins before us?  Why is  it that our lives don’t usually reflect the gratitude we should have?





Bringing It All Together


We can become so familiar with the story of Jesus’ death that it fails to impact us.  Or, we can carefully meditate on the reality of Jesus’ physical and spiritual suffering on account of our sin.  The innocent King took upon Himself our sins so that we can have peace with God.  This truth should make the Christian heart rejoice, and all the more so the more we consider its depth!








Big Idea


Mark’s Gospel ends abruptly.  Jesus’ resurrection is reported, but He is not seen by anyone and the news has yet to have been proclaimed.  The intention of such an abrupt ending is to force us to consider what we will do with the resurrection.








Think About It


We sometimes fail to grasp the urgency of spreading the good news.  What would you have done if you were one of the three women?  Is that how you are living your life now? 





Think About It


In what ways does Jesus’ example of service and meekness affect the ways you live your life?





Bringing It All Together


Mark not only wants us to see that Jesus is the Christ, he also wants us to see that as the Christ He had to suffer and die.  He wants us to understand that our sin is the reason Jesus had to suffer and die and that the way to enter into God’s Kingdom and forgiveness is through repentance and faith.  Jesus is the promised King of the Old Testament.  He also was the servant of all, going to the cross to save us from our sin.  











