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Overview

Getting Started


Pray

Remember the most important thing you can do when starting your daily Bible study is to pray.  Ask God through the Holy Spirit to show you a greater picture of who He is and who you are in Him.  

Consider

Have you ever considered as a Christian, that you may have committed adultery?  Have you thought about when you are willingly choosing to love and embrace sin that you are committing adultery in God’s eyes?  You are being unfaithful to Him.  Does that seem strange to put it in those terms?  

Observe

Before exploring Hosea, it’s helpful to gain some of the background information about who Hosea was and when he wrote.  Here are some of the key points:

· After the death of King Solomon, his son Rehoboam pursued a course that divided the nation into two kingdoms.

· The Northern Kingdom (also called Ephraim or Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (called Judah).

· Jeroboam I was fearful that the newly formed Northern Kingdom would go back to the Southern Kingdom to worship so he put golden calves at Bethel and Dan. As a result he led these 10 tribes into idolatry.

· Hosea wrote during the reign of Jeroboam II.

· The religion of particularly the Northern Kingdom became an evil blend of Jewish ritual and pagan idolatry.  

· Of the 19 kings who ruled the Northern Kingdom (Ephraim) none had a heart for God.

· Of the 20 who ruled in the Southern Kingdom (Judah) only 8 had a heart for God.

· Hosea is the first book of the 12 Minor Prophets.  They are not “minor” because what they had to say was less important but minor because they didn’t write as much down.  They may have preached as much as the Major Prophets but not as much was written or recorded.  Their relevance is just the same as the Major Prophets.

· Hosea was raised up by God before Isaiah.   He prophesied of the destruction of the Northern Kingdom well before it happened and lived to see it. 

· Hosea’s prophecy encompassed the sin of idolatry, the call to repentance, the judgments of God against a people that would not repent and the final restoration of Israel after Jesus’ return.

Overview

· Many passages from the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel seem to refer the prophet Hosea, who wrote before them.  Thus God uses them to confirm each other.

Look up II Peter 1:16-21

To further meditate on it, write out verses 19-21.  What did Peter ask them (us) to do? 

Look up II Peter 3

To further meditate on it, write out verse 2.  What is Peter asking them (us) to do? 

What will people mock?

What are they following?

Write out verse 9 & 10.  This will help you understand an important aspect of God.  

Bring it together

We would do well to pay attention to the prophecy of Hosea because we are in a lot of ways like Israel.  We have turned away from God and sought after our own idols personally, as a country and worldwide.  List some of the idols that our country has put before God, and then list some of the idols you have put before God.

God desires a faithful relationship with us.  Over the next 15 weeks, let’s see how that was expressed through the book of Hosea.

Reflect and Pray

Seek God with a whole heart for Him to reveal anything that may be an idol in your life.  Confess those idols and seek that faithful relationship with Him.






Week 1, Lesson 1




Hosea 1:1

The Problem: the Sin of Jeroboam


Pray

As you start this study, ask God to speak to you through His word.  Pray that God would give you a sensitivity to the sin in and around you.

Consider

Are you a part of the moral decline of Christianity in America?  Have you held fast to your convictions about God and His moral commands?  Or have you begun to take on the attitudes of the world?  

Observe

Helpful background:  As we begin to look at the kings of that day, particularly Jeroboam I, the first king of the North, we will begin to see the moral decline of a God’s people when they followed after a king rather than their God.  Five of the seven kings after Jeroboam are said to have “continued in the sins of the first Jeroboam” (II Kings 14:24, 15:9, 15:18).  The following phrase was true of all their kings: “And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, he did not depart all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin.”

Look up I Kings 12:26-33

What was Jeroboams fear?  What was his fear regarding the people?  What did he do to keep them from going to Jerusalem (in the Southern Kingdom) to worship?  What happens in verse 30?

Jeroboam set up new gods and new feasts. Verse 31 says he “made priests from among the people who were not of the sons of Levi.”  Read Exodus 28:40-43.  Explain why he should not have done this. 

Bring it together

Jeroboam had set his heart against God, but the amazing thing is the people followed Jeroboam into idolatry, as did all the kings after him.

Week 1, Lesson 1

In what areas of your life do you follow your own agenda or let the world’s agenda shape you?  In what ways is your example leading those who watch you to be more like the world and less like God?

In what areas of your life do you see God’s agenda shaping you?  In what areas are you a faithful example, to your family or children or peers, who resists the influences of this world?

Reflect and Pray

PRINCIPLE:  “Encountering God as He invariably is changes our personal agenda.”

Prayerfully think through the following questions. Seek God with the truthfulness of your answers. 

· Look back on your life.  What are some ways that God has changed your personal agenda?

· Are you doing things for God that you maybe never would have considered if you had not surrendered your agenda to God?  Give examples.

· Or are you still pursuing your own agenda?  

· Do you only ask God for His blessing without seeking His direction? 

Week 1, Lesson 2

Hosea 1:2-5

Jezreel: “Sown of God”


Hosea 2:20: “ I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. Then you will know the Lord.”

Pray

As Israel’s unfaithfulness is described in Hosea 1-3, seek God as to where your heart is.  Are you completely faithful to God the way you desire your husband to be to you?  

Consider

What standards do you hold for your husband to prove his devotion and faithfulness to you?  Do you apply those same standards to yourself in your relationship with God?

Observe

Verse 2

As a sign for Israel, Hosea is asked by God to marry an unfaithful woman to demonstrate to Israel their unfaithfulness to God.  She is a “harlot”, which is an indictment of Israel’s unfaithful and sinful state.  The beautiful part of this story is God’s persistent pursuit of Israel even when they had turned away from Him.

God was testing the heart of His servant Hosea.  Would you be willing to choose suffering to show others the love of God?

Verses 3 and 4

Hosea had children of harlotry.  The first son was to be named Jezreel, which means “the seed of God,” but can also mean “the scattered of God.” 

Read I Kings 21.  Why was Ahab judged?  Notice where this takes place.  Who would receive the judgment?

Read II Kings 10:1-31.  How was the judgment fulfilled? Notice where it took place.

What did you observe about Jehu – he obeyed God in deed but where was his heart (see verse 31)?

Week 1, Lesson 2

Bring It Together

God was pleased that Jehu had executed righteous judgment on the house of Ahab, but Jehu did it for his own advancement not for the glory of God. 

“Thus he mingled his own resentments with the execution of God’s justice.  He did it with a malice against the sinners, but not with an antipathy to the sin, for he kept up the worship of the golden calves, and took no heed to walk in the law of God.” (Matthew Henry on II Kings 10:31).

Given all our study of Jezreel, what does verse 4 mean when it says, “I will punish the house of Jehu, for the bloodshed of Jezreel”?

Verse 5 says, “I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.”  Because God’s people in Hosea’s day had not taken to heart the fact that Ahab’s evil house was destroyed because of sin but had remained in the same unholy path, God was going to judge them, too.  God will break the strength of the warriors, and they will be unable to defend themselves against their enemies.  We see the fulfillment of this when the Assyrians take the ten tribes of Israel into captivity, about 50 years later.

Reflect and Pray

Do you see sin for sin?  Are you willing to acknowledge God’s judgment on sin and change your path even if others don’t?  Explain your answer.

Will others be able to say of your life that you did not follow after the sins of this world but you were set apart for a holy God to live righteously in this present age?

Have you forgotten God’s warnings?  Are you walking in your own ways or God’s?  Do you know God’s ways, and are you teaching them to your children and those around you?

Stop and pray in light of these questions and your answers.

Week 1, Lesson 3

Hosea 1:6-11

Lo-ruhammah & Lo Ammi


Pray

Begin your study today asking God to help you to remember your covenant relationship to God and to your spouse if you are married.  Seek Him as to what that means and how it is lived out according to His word.

Consider

What does it mean to you to be in a covenant relationship to God?  Be specific.

What does the following quote say about God’s covenant relationship with us:

“God will not forego the promise made to the fathers, however great the failure of the children.”  -H.A. Ironside.

Observe

Verses 6 and 7 

Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter, Lo-ruhamah.  “Lo” means “no,” and “ruhamah” is related to mercy or compassion.  So her name means: “I will no longer have compassion on Israel.”   This means that Ephraim will no longer obtain mercy.  But who will He have compassion on?  Who will obtain mercy?

Verses 8 and 9

Gomer conceived and gave birth again to a son, Lo-ammi, which means: “For you are not my people.”  Because they were not His people, God would no more have mercy on them.  He would not be their king, Father, protector.  All the names of the children show that the ruin of Israel was a direct result of their sin.   If they had not revolted from God, they would have never been rejected by Him.

Verses 10 and 11

What covenant is God referring to in verse 10 that He is reminding them He has not forgotten?  Who was it between? (Hint: read Genesis 17:1-7, Genesis 22:17-18).

Week 1, Lesson 3

Read verse 10 again.  It is an incredible privilege for all believers that they are the sons and daughters of the Living God.  What does that mean to you?

We have also received the spirit of adoption by which we cry out “Abba Father.”

Explain what that means to you.  

Look up Romans 8:12-17.  Are the blessings here contingent on anything (hint:  look for “if”)?  How does this parallel what is happening in Hosea?  Does Hosea apply to you? 

Verse 11 says that Judah and Israel will be gathered together and will be united under one leader.  Who does the New Testament reveal this to be?

Bring it together

Have you persisted in sin to the point that you are forfeiting the blessings of God?

Do you look like the world or do you look more and more like His Son Jesus Christ?

How do you conform to the image of Christ?

Reflect and Pray

In the same way that all Israel and Judah will be under one Leader Jesus Christ, when we accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, we agree to appoint Him as our Head.  That means we are under His authority and government.  In this day and age, it may seem strange to think this way, but we have to understand this to serve God fully and faithfully.  Write out any thoughts you have on this and what emotions this has brought to your mind that you need to surrender to God.

Week 2, Lesson 1

Hosea 2:1-5

Does Your Ingratitude Reveal Your Idols?


Pray

Begin this study asking God to bring to mind all the things that have come to you by the very hand of God that you have taken credit for.  Seek to fully thank God for all His blessings in your life.

Consider

Do you take a stand and plead the cause for Jesus and His righteous government?  Or do you silently sit by while people live in a way that is not according to God’s word, never saying a thing?  

In this passage, we will learn about children who are to plead with “their mother.”  These could have been the righteous of that day who were to warn the evildoers of the judgment their sin was bringing on Israel.  We must call sin sin.

Observe

Verses 1 and 2

Notice the “lo” which means “no” has been removed from their names.

Why were they to contend with their mother?

How does this apply to you?  What should you put away?  Remember harlotry is unfaithfulness to God in any way.

Verse 3 

“By her spiritual whoredom she had forfeited all the honor and comfort of her relationship with God and provoked Him to give her a bill of divorce” (Matthew Henry).  

When we realize what we have forfeited for our sin, we are brought to repentance.  When we accept that God has the right to disown us because of our sin, we are all the more indebted to Him for His mercy and grace to us.

What has God redeemed you from?  What sins do you hold to that are an affront to God?

Week 2, Lesson 1

Verses 4 and 5 

Hosea’s wife followed after strange men.  As a professing believer, do you follow after “strange” doctrines (even from so-called “Christian” teachers) or false religions?  How do you guard yourself against these?

Who had Gomer forgotten when she lists the things that she has?

Who did Gomer give credit for what she has?

Gomer had a pathetic ingratitude for all that God had blessed her with and instead gave credit to the idols in her life – for her, that was her lovers.  Do you take credit for any of the blessings that God has given you?  Do you give credit to anyone else that may reveal an idol in your life?

Bring it together

Do you take time to thank God for all that He has blessed you with?  Do you realize God has promised to “supply all our needs” (not wants, needs)?   Do you find you complain more about not having what you want or are you careful to thank God for supplying your needs for this day and everyday?  Have you followed after anything that is contrary to the word of God?

Reflect and Pray

Seek God, ask Him to reveal your heart and see if you have placed any idols before Him.  Ask for forgiveness for anything you have taken for granted that God has richly blessed you with.  Spend your time thanking God for all His blessings in your life.  Start with the spiritual blessings of His Son, the Holy Spirit…

Week 2, Lesson 2

Hosea 2:6-13

God Will Get Our Attention


Pray

Begin your study today being mindful of the blessings God has given you, and, based on those blessings, allow your gratitude to cause you to grow in your desire to know even more about God.  Desire not only to know more about His blessings but also more about His judgments and what we as a people can do to avoid them.

Consider

Has God ever had to bring you to your knees to get your attention?  How did He get your attention or the attention of someone you are close to?  Was there true repentance?

Observe

Verse 6 

God says He will stop her progress so that she has to turn back from her sin.  Do you have a personal testimony to this?

Verse 7 

As a country Israel sought interest in the Assyrians and Egyptians to have them as protectors, but did not gain that protection.  Who should they have sought for this protection?

“She will pursue”…, “she will seek”…, then “she will say”… do you see the desperation to which she seeks for her idols to be everything she has convinced herself they are.  God is standing there waiting, holding everything she needs, and she pursues and seeks after her idols until they are no consolation to her and she reaches the end of them.  Write out your thoughts on this.

Then what does she say?

Verse 8

Who gave her all that she had?  What did she do with what she was given, what was it used for?

They robbed God of the honor He deserved for the gifts He had given.

Week 2, Lesson 2

Verse 9

What will God do in response?

From this, we learn two key truths:

· What we have is ultimately God’s, and He reserves the right to take back what is rightfully His when we are not using it for His glory and honor.

· When God brings difficulty to our lives because of sin it is with the hope that we will desire to return to Him.

Verses 10 to 13  

God will bring to light all her lewdness, He will make her shame public, everyone who she called a friend will be ashamed of her.  God promises that all will be revealed.  

Look up Proverbs 28:13.  What is the better way to have our sins revealed?

Bring It Together






Why might God put an end to Israel’s feasts, new moons and Sabbaths?

Do you use the “rituals” (outward actions that God commands us to do) of the Christian walk to hide how far your heart is from God?  Remember their hearts were far from God but yet they held to the ritual of God-ordained religious practices.

What else will God do in response to her sinfulness?

What religious practices do you participate in only because you have to?  Or do you do all for the glory of God, to honor Him?  Are you listening to God and His warnings to you and His church about sin?  Are you warning others?  How?

Reflect and Pray

Seek God today asking Him to reveal to you anything that you are not doing out of complete obedience to God or not for the right motives.  Ask God to continue to reveal you heart and your motives for serving Him.  

Week 2, Lesson 3

Hosea 2:14-15

God’s Mercy


Pray

As you stop to pray today consider whether there is anything in your life that you are desperately trying to convince yourself that it is your help and comfort over God.

Consider

Have you ever really considered God’s mercy and patience.  Look up II Peter 3:9 again.  Write out your thoughts on this in light of what we have looked at so far.

Observe

Look up Isaiah 55:6-9.   What do we learn about God and our right attitude toward our sin?  

Verses 14 and 15

The “therefore” indicates a surprising shift from God’s declaration of Israel’s sins and the judgment they deserve to God’s intention to show mercy.  God’s mercy arises out of Israel’s desperate state.   God, in His mercy, says, “I will allure her.”

Look up Isaiah 57:15-21.

List what God says He will do for the sinner who repents, especially starting in verse 18.

I will…

In Romans 9:15, who will God have mercy on?

What was promised to Israel in verses 14-15 of our Hosea passage?

Why might God say He will bring Israel into the wilderness (hint: look up Ezekiel 20:33-44)?

If God can bring their mind to their condition the hope is that they will humble their hearts…through poverty.  The poor in spirit accept the punishment of their sin.  

Week 2, Lesson 3

Look up Deuteronomy 8:2-3.   Why did He allow Israel to go hungry in the wilderness?  

The phrase “speak kindly to her” literally means, “I will speak comfort to her heart.”  Look up Isaiah 40:1-2.  What insight does it add to this phrase?

For us the gospel of Christ should allure us and speak comfort to our heart, causing us to forsake our sin and turn to God.

Look up Exodus 20:2.  What do we learn about the time God brought Israel out of Egypt?

God says He will “give her her vineyards.”  In other words, from the time that she repents and humbles herself, He will do good to her.  The imagery of vineyards is significant.  Grain would have been given for necessity, but vineyards were given for delight.  For we who are in Christ, this passage pictures the privileges and comforts of the gospel for those who come out of the wilderness leaning on Christ as their Beloved.

God also says that the “Valley of Achor” (“Achor” means “trouble”) will become a “door of hope.”  Look up Joshua 7.  What was significant about the Valley of Achor?  Now that you’ve read the story behind this valley, write out your observations about God changing it into a door of hope.

Bring It Together

We are to stone the Achans that are troubling us within to win victory over sin and live for Christ.  Is there anything that you still carry that you have hidden from everyone else but which with God is calling you to do away? 

Reflect and Pray

Ask God to reveal your heart to you.  Is there any hidden treasure from this world that you have been unwilling to relinquish and repent of?  Do that now; be free from that sin and alive to Christ!  Your Valley of Achor can become a doorway to hope.

Week 2, Lesson 4

Hosea 2:16-23

Songs of Deliverance


Pray

Do you remember when God delivered you?  Does that memory come back when you see God’s deliverance again?  Do you remember it when you are waiting for God’s help?  Let these thoughts guide your prayers.

Consider

While we should praise Him for all that we have – both spiritual and material – what we continually praise Him for reveals our heart and what we are truly value.  What do you typically thank God for?  Are those things primarily spiritual blessings or material?  

Observe

Verse 16 

“Ishi” means “my husband” and is a combination of love, sweetness and familiarity.  Remember the churches husband is Jesus Christ.  We have relationship of love, sweetness and familiarity with Jesus Christ.  Stop and think about this.  Jot down any thoughts.

“Baali” means “my Baal.”  They were addicted to Baal, but now they are weaned and were called to cleave to God only.

Verse 17

What will they not even name? 

The very names of Baal will be detestable to them. 

Look up Ephesians 5.  How are we to live?  Make a complete list (don’t skim over this).

Look up I Thessalonians 1:8-10.  Could this be said of you?

Verse 18 

God promises peace and tranquility.  This will ultimately come when Christ returns and ushers in His perfect Kingdom.  But those who follow God’s ways often see glimmers of that peace on this earth.  Look up Proverbs 16:7.  What principle does this teach us about God’s world?

Week 2, Lesson 4

Verses 19-20 

Even though God had given them a bill of divorce for their whoredoms, upon repentance He would again take them into covenant with Himself – a marriage covenant.  This covenant is made in compassionate consideration of their infirmities. 

God says, “I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness.” What is their responsibility (and so ours)?

Verses 21 to 23 

Look up Psalm 65:5-13.  It uses some of the same imagery as our passage.  In light of it, what do you think our passage is saying God will do for Israel?

Think back to Week 2, Lesson 1.  What were the names of Hosea’s children that stood for I will have “no compassion” and “you are not My people”?

Now God removes the “Lo,” and they are restored to His favor and covenant again.

Bring It Together

Are you ashamed of your former love (i.e. your sins)?   Do you know what you have been redeemed from?  Is it detestable to you?  Do you now sing a song of deliverance?

Reflect and Pray

Spend time today just thanking and praising God for all that He has delivered you from!

Week 3, Lesson 1

Hosea 3

God’s Goodness/Israel’s Badness


Pray

Ask God today for discernment and wisdom regarding what He has called you to do.  Are you pursuing God’s agenda and purpose or your own?

Consider

Is it wise to continue to love someone who continually hurts you, or who rejects you for someone or something else? 

What if we were just talking about your relationship with God, are you straying?  Are you wandering from God and committing adultery…again?

Observe

Once again Hosea is asked to take Gomer, a repeat adulterer, and love her. Whose strength did Hosea have to live in to fulfill this command?

Are you beginning to get the picture?  Israel is Gomer, and we are Gomer if we choose to seek anything other than God.  

Gomer is loved by her husband yet she is what?

Verses 1 and 2  

BE ASTONISHED!  What is God saying he has done for Israel?  What has been Israel’s response do this love?

Even God’s goodness has not put an end to their badness!  No man could love an adulteress the way God loved adulterous Israel.  He is God and not man (see Hosea 11:9).

Gomer has lost her value because of her iniquity.  The purchase price for her is the price for a slave.

Verse 3  

This verse has some strong commands:  she is told she will “stay,” she will “not play the harlot,” she will “not have a man.”  She has been bought, and now she must obey.  We, too, have been redeemed by God in Christ.  What strong commands does He give us in response?

Week 3, Lesson 1

· Stay with me for many days – we must prove that we are ashamed of our apostasy, by remaining with God.

· You shall not play the harlot; You shall not have a man – we must never return to our former sin.

Only upon these terms will God be their husband again.  Do you think these terms have changed for us?  Can you think of any New Testament passages that support your answer?

Verses 4 and 5  

What will Israel lose as a result of her whorings?

When they have gone through this discipline, they will return and what will they then do?

Bring It Together

As recipients of God’s rich mercy, He places certain loving, gracious demands on our lives.  Are you claiming to be a recipient of His mercy, yet continuing to indulge your fleshly desires?  What is God calling you from?  

God is enough.  Confess you sins to God, trusting Him to help you not to return to your sin.  Remember we have a responsibility to remove ourselves from the sin.  Even to the point that it should not be mentioned again except to remember how detestable it is to us.  

Reflect and Pray

Commit today’s study to the Lord asking Him for the strength not only to stand against the sin in this world but also to love those who don’t stand and pray for the opportunity to be a light and witness to them.

Week 3, Lesson 2

Hosea 3


Pray

Consider

Observe

Week 3, Lesson 2

Bring It Together

Reflect and Pray




Week 4, Lesson 1

Hosea 4:1-6

What Will God Do with You?


Pray

Today take time to pray for our country.   We are a country who has lost our respect for a Holy God.  Pray also for the church in America.  Too many people who call themselves “Christians” have also lost respect for a Holy God.

Consider

Warren Wiersbe says, “Worldly and ignorant spiritual leaders produce worldly and ignorant people and this brings destruction to the land.”  What are your thoughts on this quote?

Observe

Verses 1 and 2

What is the basis of God’s judgment (hint:  look up Exodus 19:5-8 and Exodus 20)?  What was Israel doing?

God says there is no faithfulness or what? _____________________&_____________________.

Verse 3 

The sins of the people polluted the land.  Look up Leviticus 18:25-28 and Leviticus 26:32-33.  Write out your observations, paying particular attention to how the passages help you understand this verse.

Verse 4

Look up II Chronicles 11:13-15.  What had Jeroboam done?  Who were serving as priests when Hosea wrote?

Verse 5 

God has already spoken a judgment against the priests.  Who does he speak a judgment against in the beginning of verse 5?  Why might this be significant?
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God says that He will “destroy your mother.”  The same word “destroy” is used in the next sentence.  Given this observation, what does “your mother” likely refer to?

Verse 6  

Why were they being destroyed or judged?  What had they rejected?  What was the result?  What had they forgotten?

For more on the importance of knowledge, look up John 17:3.  What does this type of knowledge look like?

As spiritual leadership influences the church, so the church will influence morality, so morality will influence the nation. 


Bring It Together

When we have an ungodly leader we have an even greater responsibility to uphold God’s standards and maintain morality.  Are you doing your part?  Ask God to show you what you should be doing to not only further the gospel, but to maintain the morality that God requires and remain free of the darkness of this age.  Do you listen to the word of God?  Does God have a case against you?

Reflect and Pray

Take time today to stop and consider God’s case against Israel.  Are you guilty of any of the things Israel was guilty of?  Ask God to reveal anything that you need to confess.  If you lack in your knowledge of God make a new commitment to approach your Bible study with a whole heart, not half-heartedly – to study with a desire to know God intimately.

Week 4, Lesson 2

Hosea 4:6-11

Destroyed for a Lack of Knowledge


Pray

Pray and ask God if there is any sin in your life that you will not let go of because you think you are benefiting from it in some way.

Consider

Are you holding onto something for the earthly benefit that is in direct opposition to the laws God has set forth?  Do you lack Godly wisdom?

Observe

Look up Jeremiah 5:31, Ezekiel 44:13, Luke 8:17-18.  Write out your observations about how each of the following passages relate to our passage:

· Jeremiah 5:31

· Ezekiel 44:13

· Luke 8:17-18

Verse 6

Both priests and people rejected knowledge, as a result God will reject them.

Without knowledge they have no light.




They hated the word.




They rejected the word.




They did not want the knowledge of God’s word.

They forgot the law of God.  Look up I Samuel 2:30.  What does it say about those who no longer honor God?

It seems that the priests encouraged the sin.  Why might they have done this?

Verse 7 

What happens to those who hope to increase by unlawful means?  Why?

Week 4, Lesson 2

Verses 8 and 9  

Both the priests and the people are equally ignorant.  They hardened each other in sin.  What will happen as a result?

Verses 10 and 11  

What is it that stole their hearts away from God?  What things threaten to steal your heart away from God? 

Bring It Together

Ignorance – are you content with it?  Or does your lack of intimate knowledge of God drive you to study God’s word?  How much time do you diligently study God’s word truly because you want to understand who God is not out of obligation?

Reflect and Pray

Take time to pray and ask God what you need to change or rearrange to make Him the priority He desires to be in your life.

Week 4, Lesson 3

Hosea 4:12-19

Are You Disturbed by Sin? By Your Sin?


Pray

Pray once again for God to show you how your time should be organized.  Is there anything that you need to rearrange so that you can spend more time studying God’s word?  Are there any idols in your life?  Ask God to show you the answers to these questions.

Consider

Matthew Henry wrote, “Those who are not disturbed in their sin will be destroyed for their sin.”  Analyze the logic behind this quote.  Does it seem biblical?



Observe

Verse 12

Who do the people consult instead of God?

Who do people consult in this day and age instead of God?  Who do Christians consult instead of God?

Look up II Peter 2:12-15 and Romans 1.  What behaviors are mentioned there as examples of whoredom (note especially the progression of sin you see in Romans 1)?

Verse 13 and 14 

The sin of Israel had a devastating affect on those they should have protected.  These verses tell us just how far the men took their worship before cult prostitutes.  Who did they involve and so defile?

As a result of this sinfulness, God says that the people who are without ____________________ are __________________________.

Verse 15 

Hosea warns Judah not to meddle in the affairs of Israel because their doom is sure. 

He also warns Judah not to go where?  Why (hint: “Beth-aven” means “house of evil/deceit”)?
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Verse 16 

How is Israel described?  What should Israel be like instead?

Verse 17  

Why is Judah to leave Israel alone?

Verses 18 and 19  

What is the progression you see in these verses?  Where does sin lead us?

Bring It Together

As we see the world decline more and more – including those who claim to be God’s people – we need to be careful to leave them alone.  In other words, we should not participate in the darkness of this world because it leads to destruction.  We should be separate, different, salt and light.  Look up Matthew 5:13-16.  How does it bring home the message of this passage?

Reflect and Pray

Does the “light” reveal your good works or will it just enlighten the darkness within you?  Seek to be the salt and light that stands out in this world – not to blend in and only be worthy of being trampled under foot.  Take time to seek God in this today.

Week 5, Lesson 1

Hosea 5:1-7

Rulers Will be Judged


Pray

Start today’s study asking God to open your eyes to see all that He may be trying to reveal to your heart.

Consider

How can you tell when outward religious form is being followed without a true heart for God?

Observe

Read through the whole passage.  Who is mentioned in this indictment?

Verse 1  

Remember that the idolatry in Ephraim began as an attempt to keep the people of the Northern Kingdom from traveling to Jerusalem.  What is the end result of these actions, according to this verse?

Verse 2 

What characterized the time of revolt against God?

Look up Isaiah 31:6.  What did God desire?

Verse 3 

What rationalization of sin is God addressing?

Verse 4  

Israel was paralyzed by sin.  This thought should scare us – they were incapable of returning to God.  Why?

Verse 5  

What testifies against Israel?  

Her pride will lead to her stumbling.  Does this remind you of any other verse in the Bible?
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At the end of this verse, we hear a startling and sad announcement.  What is it, and why is it startling and sad?

Verse 6  

What is the “right” thing that Israel does?

What has God done in response to their repeated rebellion and hard-heartedness?

Verse 7 

New moon festivals were ordained by God (see Numbers 29:6).  But they observed them while being unfaithful to the Lord.  What is the end result?

Bring It Together

Everyone who participated in Israel’s rebellion would be judged.  It was a collective decline and move away from God.  Now they will be judged.  Write out your thoughts about this.  Has God been patient?  Is God still a loving God?

Reflect and Pray

What is the danger of participating in the sin and rebellion against God that is taking place all around us, even amongst those who claim to be the people of God?  Do you really believe this enough that the word of God is transforming your life?  Stop and pray about these things.

Week 5, Lesson 2

Hosea 5:8-15

Judgment is Coming


Pray

Begin your study asking God to give you an even greater understanding of who He is and who you are in Him.

Consider

Where are places that people turn to for rescue instead of turning to God?

Observe

Historical Information:  Gibeah is a city in Judah, and Ramah is a city in Israel.  So the warning is sent to both kingdoms.  

Verses 8 and 9

The verdict is given: “guilty.”  Verse 9 makes clear that Ephraim will fall.  She will be taken captive by the Assyrians.  This is no vain threat.  Mathew Henry comments, “God never made a threat to an unrepentant Israel.  He passed an irrevocable sentence.”  Judgment is coming, and it is deserved.  But God, in His mercy, warns them that disaster is coming.

Verse 10 

Even Judah’s leaders participated in the sin.   God says they are like those who move a boundary (a violation of Deuteronomy 19:14).  Why might God have chosen this commandment as a comparison for the leader’s sin (hint: God’s law should be our fence to hedge us in)?

Verse 11  

What did Ephraim follow?  Did they know better?

Ephraim had not practiced justice but they would have justice done to them.

Verse 12  

God began with lesser judgments.  What would He be like to Ephraim?

They consume clothes and wood, the temporal things that we value.  They will see themselves as safe but when they look closely they will see the waste and decay.  (Think about the sweater 
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that you have stored and when you look closely it has moth holes in it – you were not even aware of the destruction taking place).  

Remember:  Even in His judgments, God works slowly.  He doesn’t want any to perish.

Verse 13 

To whom did Ephraim go for rescue?  Were they able to heal them or cure them?

Verse 14 

Who will execute judgment?

What will God do to a people who are secure in their sin?

Look up James 4:12.  What do you see about God?

Verse 15  

Look up Isaiah 26:21.  Why does God come out in that passage?

Our passage mentions God “returning.”  What has He returned from doing?

According to this verse, what is the purpose of the judgment He is pouring out on Israel and Judah?

What do we learn about the nature of true repentance from this verse?

Bring It Together

Instead of going to the Creator of the universe who could heal them, they go to ungodly things and ungodly kings.  When we are comfortable in our sin we will go anywhere but to God for relief!  Is this true of you?

Reflect and Pray

In all we have learned of Israel and Judah and their relationship to God (or lack thereof), what has it caused you to change?  Stop and thank God for all He has taught you!

Week 6, Lesson 1

Hosea 6:1-3 

Return to the Lord


Pray

Begin your study today asking God to reveal His truth to you through the Holy Spirit.

Consider

Our afflictions are meant to bring us to God.  What is the typical response of even Christians during times of affliction?  What is your response?  Be honest.

Observe

What is different about these verses from the last two chapters we’ve studied?

Either Hosea is calling Israel to return to the Lord or the ones who have repented are calling others to return to the Lord.  Either way, the tone has changed.  When referring to the speaker of these words, we will use “they.”

Verses 1 and 2  

They are called to return to the Lord.  What are they to return from?

From your memory, list the sins that they will have to relinquish.

What is their hope in all of their affliction?  

Who have they placed their hope in now?

Matthew Henry writes, “Judgments should awaken us to return to God by repentance, and prayer and reformation.”

Verse 3

What is it that they now desire?

What do they now realize about God?

How certain are they of God’s word now?
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Bring It Together

It takes so much for God to get our attention, and that is sad.  My prayer for all of us is that we will “press on to know the Lord.”  To know Him before judgment, listen before He has to scream for our attention, obey before He has to crush us and bring us to repentance.  May we be like those who are here calling for repentance instead of like those whose actions warranted God’s judgment.

Reflect and Pray

Write out a prayer to God expressing all that you have seen about Him and His patience as well as His judgments and how you will allow that to change your life today.

Week 6, Lesson 2

Hosea 6:4-6

“What Shall I Do with You?”


Pray

Still considering our need to press on to know the Lord, continue asking God to reveal Himself to you through Scripture.  Stand in awe of Him and His mighty works.

Consider

Begin your study truly evaluating the sins that God has convicted you of – have you demonstrated true repentance or have you already forgotten your confession and returned to your sin?

Observe

Verse 4 

What is God’s charge against Judah and Ephraim?  How does this echo previous charges against them?

What was their loyalty like?  Explain the metaphor.

Do you only hold hope and promise but never deliver?   Where is your heart?

Verse 5

God warned them by the prophets.  What does this teach about God’s character and His love for sinners?

Lookup Matthew 11:16-20.  What does Jesus say about how the people reacted the prophets’ ministry?

God had hoped the people would head the warnings.  Are you seeing a different picture of God?  Do you see the patience He has towards unrepentant sinners?  Do you understand judgment more now?
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Matthew Henry writes, “The words of God will either be the death of the sin or the sinner! A savior of either life unto death or death unto death.”  Stop and think about this, and write out your thoughts.

Verse 6 

In what does God delight?  What corrective is God brining?

H.A. Ironside writes, “Mere outward correctness and attention to forms and ceremonies would not do for God.”

Bring It Together

Look up Jeremiah 7:22-23.  How do Hosea and Jeremiah’s messages compare?  Is this concept taught in the New Testament, too?

Write out what God wants from us, especially as you have seen this in today’s study.  

Are these things a part of your relationship with the Lord?  Are you loyal to God and His word?

Reflect and Pray

Take time to respectfully pray over what God desires for you in light of what we have seen in this Scripture.  Seek God in any areas that you are not fulfilling His desire for you.  Do you realize being in the will of God is simply living in accordance with His commands?  That is what you are learning in this study – how to remain in the will of God by simply taking to heart what God desires in this relationship with you.

Week 6, Lesson 3

Hosea 6:7-11

Do You Follow in the Way of the First Adam?


Pray

Seek God once again today asking Him to reveal truth to your heart and give you the desire to fulfill His word with all your heart.

Consider

The first Adam was Adam in the Garden of Eden; the second Adam, Jesus Christ, came into the world to redeem it because of the sin of the first Adam (look up Romans 5:12-21).  When we stop and consider all that the first Adam forfeited for sin, it should make us reflect and consider our ways and what we stand to forfeit if we do not turn from our sin!  Write out your thoughts.

Observe

Verse 7  

What was their sin?  How was this like Adam?

Israel had broken the conditions of their agreement (or covenant), therefore forfeiting the benefit of it.  Look up Galatians 3:15.  How does God view our covenant relationships, even with each other (like marriage?  How does this world view such covenants?

 “dealt treacherously against Me”  they were false children, they were without faith.

Verse 8  

Gilead was from the lot of Gad, the ½ tribe of Manessah, a city of the workers of iniquity.  It may refer to Ramoth Gilead, one of the three cities of refuge on the other side of the Jordan.  Cities of refuge were places where those who had accidentally murdered someone could go for protection while they awaited justice.  Perhaps Gilead had begun taking bribes in order to protect murderers.  This is what happens when those who are to preach good doctrine (Levites) live bad lives.

Matthew Henry writes, “Blood pollutes the land where there is no inquiry of it or no vengeance taken of it.”  How is this true of our country?

Verse 9  

What are the priests doing?  What should they have been doing?
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These priests laid in wait to murder…what might this foreshadow?

Verse 10  

God sees all.  We are only fooling ourselves to think our sin is concealed.  God sees and man cannot deny what God has seen - there is corporate and spiritual whoredom within God’s people.  Do you hold anything you think is concealed?

Look up Galatians 6:4-9.  How does this New Testament passage relate to what we have studied?

Bring It Together

You reap what you sow.  That should be sobering to us to realize.  Not only does God know our heart and every thought, but we will give an account for all that is done, whether good or bad.  Whatever we sow, we will reap.  If we sow to the flesh we will reap corruption.  What will we reap if we sow to the Spirit?

Wow what an incredible gift for obedience to the word of God that was placed there for our protection.  The same way your rules for your children you set in place to protect them, God has placed these in our lives to guard us and protect us from the corruption of this world.  Just obey!

Reflect and Pray

Stop and really consider before God whether you are sowing to the flesh or to the Spirit.  Ask God to reveal your heart and confess those things you foolishly thought were concealed that God sees and desires for you to relinquish.

Week  7, Lesson 1

Hosea 7:1-7

“I would heal Israel.”


Pray

Begin your study today simply asking the Holy Spirit to guide you in your study today, making ready your heart for anything God may have in store for you.

Consider

Look up Isaiah 1:6.  Israel’s sin is described with metaphors – what do these metaphors convey about their sin?

It is amazing that Israel was so in need of God but yet would not look to Him for healing because the “cost” of giving up their sin was too much.  Is there sin in your life that is keeping you from God’s healing?  For example: is bitterness better than healing because you cannot forgive?...you fill in the sin as God leads you.

Observe

Verse 1 

Why doesn’t God heal Israel?

Verse 2 

What do they not consider?

Look up Psalm 94:7.  To help you meditate on this verse, write the verse out.  As you do, think about how it correlates to our passage.

One of the most powerful lies that Satan wants us to believe is that as long as no one else knows, it is our secret.  Answer these two questions about truths that Satan wants us to forget:

· Who always knows even our most intimate thoughts?

· Who is our judge?

Verse 3  

Who is involved and pleased with Israel’s sin?
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Verse 4 to 7

In these verses, Israel is compared to an oven.  List everything that is said comparing them to an oven:

What is this metaphor meant to communicate about Israel?

What group of people is singled out in this passage?

There is a connection with the fire of sin and the “heat of wine.”  What does Proverbs 23:31-35 say about this connection?

Israel has an inward burning lust that they continually fuel.  What happens as a result?

Bring It Together

Look up Psalm 21:9 and Malachi 4.  Write out how these passages affect how you think about our passage.

Matthew Henry writes, “Lust in the heart is like a fire in the oven, puts it into a heat; but the day is coming when those who thus make themselves like a fiery oven with their own vile affections, if that fire be not extinguished by divine grace, shall be made as a fiery oven by divine wrath, when the day comes that shall burn as an oven.”

Reflect and Pray

In thinking about the dire consequences of rejecting God, who comes to your mind that you need to spend more time praying for or witnessing to so that they do not “burn as an oven” in the end.

Week 7, Lesson 2

Hosea 7:8-12

“Silly Dove”


Pray

Pray today asking God for discernment as to whether or not you are divided in your pursuits.  Remember God wants your whole heart.

Consider

Remember the children of Israel were to be a distinguished people, set apart for God.  Whom did they look like instead?  How might the people of God have come to such a debased point?

Observe

Verse 8 

Why would it grieve God that Ephraim mixes himself with the nations?  Who was Ephraim to be?

God describes them as “a cake not turned.”  An unturned cake would have been burnt on one side and doughy on the other – good for nothing on either side.  They were not fully devoted to God.  They were a constant self contradiction – hot for God, then hot for Baal.  They only professed religious allegiance to God.  They practiced paganism.  Does the church today struggle with this?  How?

Verse 9  

At first, God’s judgments came gradually (like a moth or rottenness). 

Now who would destroy them?  Do they know it?

Look up Psalm 52.  Write out your observations about those who do not make God their strength and refuge.

The “gray hairs” are symptoms of a decaying state.  But do they realize they are closer to death?
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They do not look at the state of their sin to see what is obviously happening.

Have you ever watched someone in sin rationalize and reason their way out of guilt to the point that they are the only one fooled?  The evidence is all around them.

Verse 10 to 12

What is at the heart of their problem?







What have they still not done?

Who are they going to for help?

What does this show that they lack?

While God was waiting for them to turn to Him, they flew to Egypt and to Assyria thus exposing themselves to birds of prey.  “Silly dove.”

What will God do because they will not turn to Him?

Why does God chastise them/us?

Matthew Henry writes, “Ruin is the help of a man.”  Look up Zechariah 1:4-6 and write out your thoughts about Matthew Henry’s quote.

Bring It Together

Despite how thoroughly corrupt they are, God still contends with them.  What love!  Write out a time in your life when you have flown like a “silly dove” – out of the protection of God’s nest and into the birds of prey – only to find you had placed yourself in the wrong hands and exposed yourself to the enemy.

Reflect and Pray

Praise God that He patiently waited for you and loved you enough to discipline you in hopes that you would return to Him.




Week 7, Lesson 3

Hosea 7:13-16

“I Would Redeem Them…”


Pray

Ask God to help you remember all of His tender mercies toward you, so that you will not forget!

Consider

If you were to make a list of all that God has done for you, what would you list from your journey with God?  Salvation…baptism…you finish the list.

Observe

Verse 13 

God had already redeemed Israel once.  When was that redemption?

Why will He not redeem them this time?

Verse 14 
Israel may have cried to God, but what was lacking?

God doesn’t want words He wants our heart.

What do their cries reflect about what they value?

Verse 15 

To “train and strengthen” an arm describes how a surgeon will help someone who is weakened by a broken or out of joint bone.  He will set it, bind it, and help it mend.  What are some examples of how God had done this for Israel (perhaps look up II Kings 13:16-17, II Kings 14:25-26)?

What did Israel do in response?

Verse 16 

Israel fled from God as if He were a dangerous enemy when in reality He was their faithful friend.  What is the result?
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Matthew Henry writes, “It was all to no purpose, they were mercy proof and judgment proof.”

Bring It Together

1) They withdrew their allegiance to God and instead fled to other gods.

2) They transgressed against His covenant, willfully and presumptuously.

3) They spoke lies against Him; set up false gods in competition with Him; denied His providence and power (look up Jeremiah 5:12-13); and rejected the message sent by God through the prophets.

4) They rebelled; He was their rightful king

5) Their heart was against God.

Reflect and Pray

Matthew Henry: “Those who forsake God will find no rest nor settlement in the creature but wander endlessly.”  Are you wandering when you have full provisions in God?  Do you truly believe He has everything you need?  Do you run to Him first?

Week 8, Lesson 1

Hosea 8:1

Sound the Trumpet!


Pray

Be sure to start you study in prayer asking God through the Holy Spirit to lead you through His word so that you can be forever transformed by it.

Consider

Has God been trying to get your attention?  Does He need to sound a trumpet to declare judgment for you to listen?  I hope not.

Observe

Verse 1 

A trumpet was used to warn of a coming invasion.  What does it mean that a man is called to sound the trumpet?

All were to take notice of what he had to deliver, and he was to sound an alarm in God’s name, proclaiming war with this rebellious nation.  An enemy was coming to seize their land.  God had warned them but they would not listen and repent.

Look up Ezekiel 33:3-4 and Jeremiah 6:17-19 write out your observations.

What does God say they have done to cause the coming judgment?

Matthew Henry: “God never casts off any till they first cast Him off.”  What evidence is given in the rest of this chapter that they have, in fact, cast off God?
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Look up II Timothy 3.  Do you see any similarity between Israel and what it will look like in the end times before Jesus returns for the ultimate judgment?

Write out your observations.

Bring It Together

We also can know to do good and not do it.  Ignorance is not always our problem – sometimes it is simply the will to do good and to follow God’s commands.  The longer we stray from God, the easier it becomes to continue in our sin and the less we feel the conviction.  The moment we are convicted of our sin, we need to listen so that we do not become hard towards God and His word.  When the trumpet is sounded, we must respond.

Reflect and Pray

When we look at II Timothy I am reminded that Hosea is just as relevant to our world now as it was to an unrepentant Israel then.  Our ultimate hope of judgment on the wicked is when Jesus returns.  The wicked will not always get away with standing against God and His people.  If you sometimes feel defeated by the evil around you commit that to the Lord and ask Him for a proper perspective and for direction in your life and how you can be an even greater witness in this dark and fallen world.

Week 8, Lesson 2

Hosea 8:2-7

The Method of Apostasy


Pray

As we begin to look at the method of apostasy, ask God to quicken your heart to anything that you need to see that will help you avoid this destructive path of falling away from God.

Consider

The method or path to apostasy:

1) Cast off what is good

2) Those omissions (not doing what we should do) make way for commissions (doing what we should not do)

3) Actual transgressions of God’s law become more frequent

4) Habitual renunciation of His covenant

Put very simply, most people do not set out to move to a state of apostasy or habitual sin it is a gradual process.  When we cast of things like praying, hearing God’s word, corporate worship, and other things that are good, we are in danger of forsaking God.

Have you ever found yourself drifting from God?  What did you do?  Is there any evidence that you are drifting from God right now?

Observe

Verses 2 to 3  

How did Israel perceive their relationship with God?

It’s a hypocritical claim of relationship to God. Why?

Matthew Henry explains, “They had lost the life and spirit of their religion though they retained its name and form.”

Verses 4 to 5

Look up I Samuel 8.  What is the result of setting up kings apart from God?

Note:  God had stated that the king over His people should be from the line of David (which would eventually lead to Christ).  The Northern Kingdom had spurned the line of David and had set up kings who weren’t from David’s line.
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The things that should have been used for God and His glory (”silver and gold”) were used to make what (for another example of this, see I Kings 12:28)?  What will happen as a result?

Verse 6  

Look up Deuteronomy 27:15.  How did God view the making of idols?

Verse 7 

This verse describes a cause and effect.  What is the cause and what is the effect?  How does this relate to Israel’s situation?

Bring It Together

Even if they were to prosper for a while in their idolatrous course, God says that strangers will swallow them up.  Romans 6:21 says, “Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed?  For the outcome of those things is death.”  There is no way to re-write an idolater’s end – it is death, even if it seems they are prospering here and now.  

Reflect and Pray

When you think about the idols they worshipped and put their faith in, it is absurd in light of the living God they were rejecting.  The only life those idols had was in their own imagination and futile belief.  They were silver and gold.  Is there anything that, if you really think about how much confidence you have placed in this particular thing, you would be struck by how absurd it is in light of the living God that calls you to serve Him with a whole heart?

Week 8, Lesson 3

Hosea 8:8-14

Are You Sowing Vanity or Reward?


Pray

Pray about the question today.  Are you sowing vain, worthless things or are you sowing a righteous reward in heaven?  Ask God for discernment today.

Consider

It is our honor to have only one God to serve and to trust as all-sufficient.  He is worthy of our devotion just as He was worthy of Israel’s devotion.  Write out some of the reasons why it is a privilege to devote yourself to Him.  Consider the names of God today and meditate on them, He really is all we need.  Do you allow Him to be all to you?

Observe

Israel had lost its honor and was no longer distinguished among the nations.  They had lost their credit and reputation.  They had made alliances with other nations.  They had lost the distinction that God had intended for them to have.  Instead, they were envying the affection of other nations.

Verse 8  

What does it mean to be a useless vessel?  II Timothy 2:19-26 explains a bit more of how this comes about.  Look it up and write out your observations.

Verses 9 and 10

Who are they asking for help?

Look up Jeremiah 2:24 – how does he develop the imagery of Israel as a wild donkey wandering among the nations?

What will come of all their attempts to find help with other nations?

The “burden of the king of princes” refers to levies and taxes that were placed on Israel by Assyria.  It was just a little burden compared to what was to come. 

Verses 11 and 12 

How many altars should Israel have had? 

Look up Deuteronomy 12:3-5 and write down your observations.

What does verse 11 instead say about their altars?
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How should Israel have regarded God’s law?

Look up Proverbs 7:1-4 and write down your observations.

What does verse 12 say about how they instead regarded God’s law?  

How should we regard God’s word?  Are there examples you can think of today where certain teachings of the Bible might not even be recognized by Christians because they are so unfamiliar with them?

Verse 13  

We know that Assyria is the one who will conquer Israel, so what is God saying when He says, “They will return to Egypt”?

Verse 14 

Israel had forgotten God.  Where did they instead seek to find satisfaction, comfort and security?

If you don’t know the story of Nebuchadnezzar, take a look at that today in Daniel 4.  Everyone look up Daniel 4:28.  We can have full confidence that what God says He will do, He will do.  It really is that simple.  What does God say He will do to the things Israel turned to for comfort?

Bring It Together

I hope you have grown in your confidence in God’s word.  The deeper your love grows for the word, the deeper your relationship grows with an Almighty God who loves you beyond measure.  Write out what you see about God now that you have never seen before or that you understand even better now.

Reflect and Pray

When we look at the apostasy of that day and the apostasy of today, it should grieve our hearts because the people are looking everywhere other than the one place that they can find contentment and peace.  As true Christians, we have a peace not as the world gives but true peace.  Peace with God.  Do you believe God has everything you need?  Honestly consider this before God.  Pray asking God to help you remember and never forget His statutes, love, patience, kindness, gentleness, etc. so that you can know that you are sowing an eternal reward in heaven.

Week 9, Lesson 1

Hosea 9:1-6

Spiritual Adultery


Pray

Seek God today being mindful of the heart of the Israelites, and examine your heart before God.

Consider

Do you see the importance of understanding that when we accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior we are entering into a covenant relationship with Him?  Write out how you better understand this concept now having studied a part of Hosea.

Observe

Verse 1 

The people of Israel are charged with spiritual adultery.  God says, “don’t expect to rejoice” 

Why will Israel not rejoice?

According to II Chronicles 7:14, who needs to repent and call out to God for restoration?

Does Israel enjoy serving their idols?  Read through all six verses and give proof of your answer.

Verses 2 and 3

What will God do to the very things in which Israel delights?

According to Leviticus 25:23, to whom does the Promised Land belong?

What does God say about Israel’s presence in His land?

Matthew Henry:  “They had used the land, they had abused the land as if it were their own but they had not paid the rent nor done the services due to God as their landlord.  Therefore God enters, takes possession as they had forfeited their lease.”

Verse 4  

Now they will be driven to the land of their enemies where they will not have the opportunity to give honor to God or obtain favor with God.  While they were in God’s land, they were able to play religion.  Soon, they will be stripped of being able to continue abusing the symbols of 
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religion.  They desired to be separated from God so God will give them what they want.  Why does God do this (hint: remember Romans 1)?

Instead of sacrifices of joy and praise, their “bread shall be like mourners bread.”  What could that mean?  

Verses 5 and 6 

What is the answer to the question posed in verse 5?

If their graves will be in Egypt/Memphis, what does this imply about their return to the land?

Bring It Together

How desperate their state had become just because they would not repent and turn from their sin.  They continued in their spiritual adultery.  So there will be a stiff consequence:  they will not even be able to “practice” the religion they denied when they are taken to the foreign country.  They will not return to God’s land; they will die in exile.  Are we in any similar danger today if we continue in spiritual adultery?

In some way, we are just as hardheaded today because we have another pending judgment when Jesus returns, yet we see this world move further and further away from God.  

Reflect and Pray

Seek God today asking Him what your responsibility is in regards to this lesson today.

Week 9, Lesson 2

Hosea 9:7-10

Judgment Comes Swiftly


Pray

As you pray this morning ask God to show you the seriousness of His judgment, not only on Israel, but also on any today who repeat Israel’s ways – rebellion hidden and rationalized by superficial religion.

Consider

Do you have any idols (anything other than God that receives your first fruits)?  Is there anything that you are reluctantly giving to God that is already His? 

Observe

Once judgment has begun for Ephraim, there is no reprieve.  God is no longer patient.  

Were they fully warned of this judgment?  How?  Is God a God of love even in this judgment?

Verses 7 and 8 

What is coming for Israel?

Is such a day coming for us?  How should this affect how we live?  and how we relate to those who don’t know the gospel?

How were the prophets and inspired men regarded?

Sadly, Israel will learn through experience what they could have learned through instruction.

What have you learned through experience that you should have learned through instruction?  

What was prophecy like in Ephraim?

Verses 9 and 10

Israel was long ago chosen and loved by God.  They have a long history with God.

Read Judges 19:16-26.  What sin had Israel committed at Gibeah?

Week 9, Lesson 2

What is the significance that this is the sin that Israel’s present rebellion is likened to?

Take time to meditate on God’s deep love for Israel and her stiff rebellion against Him.  As you think on this, look up Jeremiah 2:21, Isaiah 43:4, Jeremiah 24:2 and Numbers 25:2-3.  Write down your thoughts.

Bring It Together

What are you learning about the connection between judgment and God’s love?

Are you beginning to see the folly and danger of abandoning your loving, exclusive, faithful relationship with the one true God?  Explain.

Reflect and Pray

Israel’s fathers had set a standard of rebellion.  It would have been easy to blame their sinful patterns on their family or to excuse their sin saying, “That’s just the way I am.”  Do you ever do this?  Write out the areas you need to confess and change through God’s power and strength.  We serve an Almighty God who calls us to purity not excuses.

Week 9, Lesson 3

Hosea 9:11-17

Are You Looking to God?


Pray

Take time to day to be still before God as you think through the absolutes of who God is and who He has called you to be.

Consider

Some people say that God’s judgment is too harsh.  How would you respond?

Observe

This passage is very vivid in its depiction of God’s judgment.  Lets reconsider Ephraim’s sins before we look at the judgment.

· What had God done for Israel?

· Who had they rejected?

· What had God done to try to turn them back?

· How had they responded?

Verse 10 

When God found Israel, they were like grapes in the wilderness, but even in those happy days they bore little fruit for the Lord.

What did they do?

Verses 11 to 17

Verse 12 says that God will depart from Israel?  Why must He do this?  Who forced Him to leave?

Much of the rest of these verses are explaining the consequences of God’s departure.  When God’s gracious, loving, merciful hand is withdrawn, what are some of the results?

Why do you think God uses such graphic and jarring imagery to depict His judgment?

Verse 15

According to 4:15, 12:11, Amos 4:4, and Amos 5:5, what did Gilgal represent?

Week 9, Lesson 3

What did God come to do at Gilgal?  Why?

Is this verse consistent with how most Christians today perceive God?  If not, how is it a corrective?

As you read this passage, think back on the children of Gomer and Hosea.  What were their names?  What were their names changed to?  How does that affect how we read this passage?

Bring It Together

God’s judgments are strict!  They are fierce, but they could have been avoided if Israel had heeded God’s loving warnings sent through His prophets.  How do those who say they are Christians tend to respond when they hear of God’s judgment, His hatred toward sin and sinners, and the wickedness of sin?

Reflect and Pray

Spend some time today praying for the church in America and for the people around you that you need to share the gospel with.  Pray for the boldness that can only come from God, and trust Him to carry you through possible insults and difficulties as a result of sharing His word and standing for truth.  All we are called to do is obey; the consequences are God’s.

Week 10, Lesson 1

Hosea 10:1

Bearing Fruit


Pray

As we begin to look again at what God desired for Israel when He brought them out of Egypt, seek God today to make sure that you are fulfilling all God has planned for you and that you are not letting sin get in the way of God’s ultimate plan for your life.

Consider

What does it look like for a Christian to bear fruit?  

Observe

Look up Psalm 80:8-11 and Isaiah 5.  What did God intend for his “vine,” Israel?

They forfeited all of this because they would not learn to put full confidence in God and depend on Him continually.  As God brought Israel blessing, what were they relying on?

What does Israel do with the increase that God brought?

As we see the failure of Israel as the vine, we cannot forget that God provides us with a true vine that will continually bear fruit.  Who is it?

According to the New Testament, how do Jesus and His Spirit enable us to succeed where Israel failed?

Bring it together

Is the fruit you produce based on pleasing yourself or on pleasing God?  What are some good indications of this?

Week 10, Lesson 1

Has God’s blessing upon your life caused you to depend more or less upon Him?  What are some good indications of this?

Reflect and Pray

Take time to look back over the questions in the “Bringing it together” section.  Pray through them and think deeply about them.

Week 10, Lesson 2

Hosea 10:2-9

“Ichabod”


Pray

Seek God today asking the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study His word.

Consider

Here in lies the root of the problem, their heart is divided, it is faithless.  Their heart truly is committed to no one but themselves.  Look up James 1:7-8  Consider your heart.

Observe

Note:  As you read through this passage, don’t forget that the Northern Kingdom was referred to as Israel, Ephraim, and Samaria.  In Hosea, all three of those terms are synonymous.

Verse 2

What does it mean that their hearts are faithless or false?  What other Scriptures come to mind that speak to the heart?

We have to be single-minded in our focus to live a holy life for God.  We cannot have one foot in the world and one foot in our religion.  If we walk with a divided heart, we will bear the consequence.  We cannot walk with God with a divided heart; God is too exclusive.  God does not want to be first in our hearts; God wants to be the only thing in our hearts. 

Verses 3 and 4 

Israel has two options for a king:  God or a human king.  Why can’t they call out for help to either of these?

According to 12:1, who does Israel make a covenant with?  Why might this covenant be characterized as “empty”?

Having rejected God, Israel is forced to seek help from foreign nations.  What sprouts up as a result?

Verses 5 to 7

These verses are a play on the story of the Ark of the Covenant from I Samuel 4.  What did Israel put their confidence in?  What did they think they had to have to win the battle?
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How is the account in I Samuel 4 similar to this passage?  How is it different?

In I Samuel 4, Israel takes something good (the Ark) and places their confidence in it instead of God, which is evil.  In Hosea, Samaria replaces that good thing with an idol, but with the same results.  Whether our confidence is in something good or something evil, if it is not in God, it is misplaced.  Do you have misplaced confidence?  Are there good things (spouse, church, habits, etc.) that have become your confidence and take the place of God?

How does verse 7 echo verse 3?  What had become of Samaria’s king?

Verse 8  

In the face of God’s judgment, what would have been the proper response of Israel?  What is their response instead?

Bring It Together

Once again, Israel turns to the worthless things to rescue them when God’s judgment begins.  God has continually sought their repentance and reliance on Him.  It is hard to imagine loving sin so much that you cannot see the mighty hand of God.  Do you see the privilege we have in only serving one God?  We don’t have to live grasping the wind looking for protection and peace from worthless things.  We have Jesus Christ.  Write out your thoughts.

Reflect and Pray

We offend God and cheat ourselves when we refuse His mighty hand and grasp for lesser things.  God has everything we need for life, godliness and happiness.  Does God have your whole heart or are you content to have Him remain first but with rivals?  (For a practical example of how Christ is able to provide strength, even in a difficult circumstance, look up Ephesians 6:5-6).  Stop and pray about this.

There is no task that God has given you that He cannot fully equip you to finish with Godly success!

Week 10, Lesson 3

Hosea 10:10-15

Two Transgressions


Pray

Continue to seek God asking Him to reveal aspects of Himself that you have never seen before that you may grow into a greater understanding of the One True God.

Consider

Our passage will refer to “double guilt.”  Jeremiah indicts Judah for two sins.  Look up Jeremiah 2:13.  What are the two sins?  What might it mean that they “hew for themselves broken cisterns?”  

Observe

Verse 10

Israel’s sin has long warranted punishment.  Therefore, God is just to punish when He pleases.  How does He say He will do it?

Verse 11

How is Ephraim pictured prior to God’s judgment?  How is she pictured after God’s judgment?  

Who else will ultimately be included in this judgment?

Verse 12 

Despite Israel’s hard-heartedness and the certainty of judgment, God still holds out the path to restoration.  Of course, Israel will reject this call.  But what is the path?

Explain the imagery of “breaking up the fallow ground.”

What does this verse teach us about God’s heart, even as He executes judgment?

Verse 13  

In contract to what God calls them to do, what is Israel actually doing?

Week 10, Lesson 3

What had they trusted in that led to this destructive path?

Verses 14 and 15

Prior to Hosea’s prophecy, Shalman (likely Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria) had destroyed Beth-arbel violently.  The Assyrians had no mercy – even mother and child were violently killed.  Why might God have chosen this conquest to compare to the coming destruction?

Why is Bethel the place of Israel’s downfall?  Write out what you remember about Bethel (hint: Beth-aven in 4:15, 5:8, 10:5 and 10:8 all are refer to Bethel).

Bring It Together

What does today’s passage teach us about why God judged Israel?  What does it teach us about God’s heart in judgment?  What does it teach us about Israel’s heart?

Reflect and Pray

Do you heed the call of verse 12, or do you follow the course of verse 13?  Really stop and consider the consequences of which course you are taking.




Week 11, Lesson 1

Hosea 11:1-4

Ephraim, an Ungrateful Child


Pray

Spend time today just remembering all that God has done for you and be careful to give Him all the glory and honor for it.

Consider

Looking at verse 1, “called My son out of Egypt.”  This was also a foretelling of Jesus Christ, Look up Matthew 2:13-15.  Where did they take baby Jesus until Herod’s death?  

Not only had God called His people Israel out of Egypt, but He will also call His son out of Egypt thus fulfilling the words of the prophet.  What God says He will do,  ______________________.

I know we keep saying this but we need to get it in our heads and our hearts.

Observe

Hosea is looking back at what God had delivered Israel from, when God loved Israel and had called them out of bondage and called them His son.  

Verse 2  The more the prophets called them to repentance the more they what?

And did what?

Jesus was so different from the Israelites when He was called out of Egypt, He went on to serve God and fulfill God’s plan for His life.  A significant reference to what a Christian’s life should be after the point of conversion we are called out of slavery to sin to live wholly for God.  We should never return to “Egypt” and be enslaved to sin again we are free in regards to sin through Jesus Christ.

That would be like a prisoner being set free who then walks back into the cell and shuts the door and deliberately chooses to be captive.  We would say that prisoner is____________________, you fill in the blank.  Then we need to realize if we choose to go back to our former sins we are that prisoner.

Verses 3-4 Look at the compassion and love that God poured out on Israel when they were young.  What did He do?

Week 11, Lesson 1

Do some research on your own on “the cords of a man.”  Write out what you see in your commentaries or cross references.

Bring It Together

Do you remember the joy you felt when you first came to know Jesus as your personal Savior?  Have you lost that joy?  God reminds us that we will not know that joy again until we have destroyed every idol in our life.  God wants our whole heart He doesn’t want us to be divided in our allegiance.  He wants us to remember what we have been redeemed from and remain faithful to Him.  Are you faithful to Him in this covenant relationship?  In being faithful we are showing our gratitude to God for all of His tender mercies towards us.

Reflect and Pray

Seek God once again to make sure there are no “Achans” you need to stone or no “Baals” that you have put up in your life that are keeping you from experiencing the joy of your salvation.  They are not worth it in light of what you are forfeiting, but most importantly because they grieve a Holy God.  Don’t be an ungrateful child.

Week  11, Lesson 2

Hosea 11:5-9

“How Shall I Give Thee Up?”


Pray

If you have been delivered from bondage to sin praise God today, seeking Him alone to remain free from sin today.

Consider

Once they were set free from Israel they could never return there, so God sent another to take them captive and it will be even worse to be in the hands of the Assyrians and it will be even worse for them in the end times.  Looking at verse 5 why is this happening?  Can we still say God is love in light of all this judgment we are seeing?  Why or why not?

Observe

Verse 6 why will the sword devour them?

Look back at Hosea 4:16-17 what were they joined to?

Verse 7  from the beginning they are bent on what?

Though the prophets what?

None what?

Verse 8  How sad verse 8 is and should answer your question in the consider section today.

look up Deuteronomy 29:23, what happened to them?

God could not bear to make them like these cities where His wrath had fallen without mercy.

Verse 9 Here we see God’s mercy win out over utter destruction.  As a result what will God do?

Why can God choose to do this?

Bring It Together

He will not come to utterly destroy Ephraim.  He gave His word in grace thank God for Ephraim He never goes back on His __________________.

What He says He will do, ______________________________.  God still chose to punish them but not utterly destroy them. 

Week  11, Lesson 2

Reflect and Pray

When you reflect on the mercy and grace that God bestowed on Ephraim what do you see about God?  They were unrepentant, but yet He was still compassionate towards them.  They will still suffer judgment, but will not be utterly destroyed. Write out a prayer of praise to God for His lovingkindness towards us in that  while we were yet sinners too…whom did He send?  What an incredible demonstration of God’s love towards us.  Don’t forget to thank Him today!

Week  11, Lesson 3

Hosea 11:10-11

God Keeps His Word


Pray

Continue praising God for His tender mercies towards us asking Him to open your eyes to see all that He has in store for you to learn today from His word.

Consider

Has God demonstrated this type of compassion on you?  

We all deserved death for our sins, but there are times in our lives where we have lived in blatant adultery in regards to our relationship with God and sometimes we are amazed that we did not suffer all the consequences that could have come with that rebellion.  Explain your story giving glory and honor to God for His mercy towards you.

Observe

God had a right to destroy Ephraim and they deserved to be destroyed.  God reserved a remnant to be gathered together once again.   

Look up Isaiah 11:11.

God will roar like a lion causing His people to tremble at His words as He gathers them together in verse 11 who will then settle them?

Never to be moved again.

Bring It Together

Sometimes we are angry when we see someone “not get what they deserve!”  but what we are imputing to them is our justice not God’s and what did God say in verse 9 “I am God and _________________________________________.”  It is God’s right not ours to decide what the consequences are and if we are angry that what we think should have happened didn’t we have put ourselves in the place of God.  We do not have that right.  How do you need to submit to God’s mercy in others lives?  Remember it could also just be His patience towards them wanting them to come to repentance.

Week 11 , Lesson 3

Reflect and Pray

Considering the need to submit to God’s sovereignty spend time today just praying about any area that you need to submit to His authority.   Asking God to reveal any area you may not even realize you are not submitted to Him.

Week  12, Lesson 1

Hosea 11:12-12:1-6

Searching in Vain


Pray

Spend time today asking God to quicken your heart that you may be very sensitive to the words of God and not fall away.

Consider

We are going to begin to see the slow down fall of Judah, they had been sensitive to the word of God and the calls to repentance unlike Ephraim, but their decline was slow and as the years went by they became less and less attentive to the voice of God.  How do you keep from becoming less and less attentive to the word of God?

Observe

God exposes Ephraim’s open sin and rebellion against God.  Instead of turning to the one true God you see them grasping in all directions for something to fill them, all in vain.  Look up Ecclesiastes 1-2:17 what does Solomon say about this “pursuit of the east wind continually” as Hosea puts it in verse 1?  

We make our life so complicated and devoid of peace when we pursue this grasping of the wind instead of pursuing the One True God.  It is our privilege to only have to serve one God, The One True God, Jesus Christ.

Verse 1 they pursue Assyria by covenant they try to buy protection from Egypt.  They are desperate to avoid God’s judgment but all they had been asked by God to do was what?

It seems redundant to us but it never sinks in to their hearts.

Verse 2 God also has a dispute with whom?

What will God do to them also?

Week 12, Lesson 1

Even though Judah had maintained the temple, the priests and the feasts as God had ordained there was still sin among them that God had to deal with.

Verses 3-6  Jacob is now placed before them, perhaps to shame them as they realize how far they have fallen

Three things are briefly mentioned, implying they knew the whole story

1.  Jacob “took his brother by the heel” an act of bravery desiring the birthright that Esau will come to despise.  Genesis 25:26

2. He wrestled with the angel…in his distress he laid hold of God, look up Genesis 32:24-28.

3.  God found Jacob in Bethel and spoke to Him, both times he spoke to Jacob regarding his seed.  The prophets were trying to remind them that God had spoken to them through Jacob at Bethel and what had they done at Bethel that the name was changed to Beth-aven? 

God’s desire was to stir their memory and bring conviction.  Bethel had been a place where God met Jacob and they had turned it into what?

Verse 6 therefore what?

Bring It Together

Do you see your relationship to God as a privilege or a burden?  Do you think the world offers more freedom than God?  Do you realize that you are either a slave to God or a slave to Satan?  You are never free if that is your desire.  The benefit of only having to serve 1 God is that we don’t have to spend our life in futility or in vain.  We can truly have peace in our relationship with Jesus Christ.

Reflect and Pray

Lay your thoughts about God’s laws before Him, asking for freedom from any wrong thinking in regards to them.  We are truly free in Christ from sin!

Week  12, Lesson 2

Hosea 12:7-8

Remember


Pray

Seek God today simply asking Him again to continue to reveal Himself so that you can grow in a greater understanding of who He is and who you are in Him.

Consider

Is there anything through this study God has been trying to teach you that you have been unwilling to learn?  Before you answer no, ask God.

Observe

It is so sad that Israel will not learn from all that they had been taught it is not that they were ignorant they were now willfully ignorant of God’s truth because they wanted to remain in sin.  God called them in verse 6 to what?

Verses 7-8  Now God likens them to a merchant or a Canaanite, unworthy of being called an Israelite and worthy of being cast out of this good land as the Canaanites were.

What do you remember about this land that God had brought them to?

Should they have any want or need that would drive them to be “merchants in whose hands are false balances?”  Why are they cheating those they dealt with?

The interesting thing is that he uses weights and balances, so he uses the appearance of doing right to do wrong.  How deceitful and cunning they have become in their sin.  And they love to what?

Verse 8 How do they say they have become rich?

What arrogance, how do they say they have done this?

They have justified their sin to the point that they do not see it as sin!!

Can you identify with that?  Past or present?

Bring It Together

“No iniquity, which would be sin.”  Do you see this same arrogance today in our culture?  How?

What about abortion, gay rights, the prevelance of adultery, cheating, stealing…

Week 12, Lesson 2

How have we gotten to this point that sin is no longer called sin it is a right?

Answer this from what you have learned in Hosea.

Reflect and Pray

Take time once again today to pray for our country, to ask Gods forgiveness for our ungratefulness as a country and begin asking God for His direction as to what you should be doing in regards to this.

Week  12, Lesson 3

Hosea 12:9-14

Restoration


Pray

Remember to always start your Bible study in prayer.  Simply seeking the divine guidance of the Holy Spirit as you study God’s word.

Consider

God has a beautiful plan of restoration in the end.  Here on earth there are times in our life that we can give our own personal testimony of God’s healing and restoration here on earth when we have repented or when someone we love has repented.  Write out your story of God’s healing and restoration.

Observe

Verse 9  God sees that they take credit for what they have and have forgotten that they came from nothing when they were wandering in the wilderness totally dependent on God for the very necessities of life.   He had delivered them and could bring them back to that humble state.

God in His grace has never cut off the nation that He delivered from Egypt.   He will yet restore them and fulfill all His pledges to them when their lessons have been learned.

Verse 10 God had personally taught them.  He used prophets, visions, parables but they were unwilling to be taught.  They desired their sin more.

Verse 11  what was the iniquity in Gilead and Gilgal?

What is worthless?

Their sacrifices are also worthless

Verse 12 Spend some time looking at the life of Jacob, he was lowly and he did not marry a Canaanite as Esau did.  The prophet is reminding them they should not look like the Canaanites but they do.

Verse 13 who was the prophet that lead Israel out of Egypt? 

What did God deliver to him that they were currently breaking?

What prophet was sent to deliver us from sin?

Verse 14 What was it about Ephraim that would provoke God to anger?

What was their opinion of themselves?
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Who got the credit for their wealth?

How did they gain their wealth?

Bring It Together

On and on and on goes the list of their sins against God, therefore. His sins will remain upon him, he has forfeited the verdict of “not guilty” through open rejection of God and His laws.  Only through repentance do we then receive a verdict of “not guilty.”  Our sins are then covered by the blood of Jesus.

Reflect and Pray

Praise God today for this wonderful aspect of forgiveness that we have the opportunity to be found “not guilty” because of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  What does God do with our confessed sin?  Look up Psalm 103:9-14, wow!

Week  13, Lesson 1

Hosea 13:1-8

Many Began Well but Ended Badly


Pray

As you start your Bible study today ask God to reveal the truths He has laid out for you today.

Consider

Think of the many people in the Bible who began well but ended badly.   Saul is one that comes to mind, look up I Samuel 15:17, you can add others to the list.   Many of Judah’s kings started out well and then moved away from God, they not only marred their testimony but brought sorrow and suffering as a result of their sin.  Remember Ephraim didn’t have one king that began with God.  Have you started with God and now find your self moving away from Him?

Observe

Verse 1  When Ephraim started out as a child, when he spoke his voice trembled.  As long as he was in this humble state “he exalted himself in Israel” but when did what?

______________________________________he died.

Look up Isaiah 66:2  to whom does God look?  Has that changed?

“Self Confidence is ever the prelude to severe and crushing defeat.”  H.A. 

Ironside.

Verse 2  Once we take that first step away from God each subsequent step gets easier and easier remember the path to apostasy?

Now what are they doing?

Verse 3 they will be carried away in judgment  look up Matthew 3:12 and Luke 3:17.

What insight do you get from these two verses?

Verse 4  what had God asked of them?

Verse 5 what did He want them to remember?  How did He care for them?

Verse 6 what happened?

Verse 7 what will happen?

Week 13 , Lesson 1

Bring It Together

When they were filled with all the good things that had come from the very hand of God…they forgot Him.  How easy it is to forget to spend time with the Lord when things are going good.  Is this true for you?  Is it easier to remember to approach God’s throne when you are in need of something?

Reflect and Pray

Honestly evaluate this question and your answer asking God for a desire to be faithful even when things are good.  Deliberately choose to remember what God has done for you and that everything you have has come from God.  

Week  13, Lesson 2

Hosea 13:9-13 

A Look at Daniel


Pray

Stop and consider those around you that don’t know Jesus as their personal Savior and pray for them today.

Consider

The book of Daniel is an incredible picture of faithfulness among a crooked and perverse people.  Daniel remained faithful even though he was exiled into Babylon and taken into the kings service but Daniel never forgot who he served even above an earthly king.  What an incredible book of eschatology too (end times) .  Have you found that as you work in the world and have to associate with the world that you have forgotten whom you serve?  Or have you remained faithful to God no matter what the consequences?

Observe

If you have studied the book of Daniel you will recognize the references that seem to be implied here in Hosea about the final time before the ultimate judgment when Jesus Christ returns.  Israel bears full responsibility for what was happening at the time and what is to come in the future.  

Look up Daniel 7

I will summarize it for you..

There is a list of Gentile empires that were to be successive oppressors of Israel

The lion/gold was Babylon-the head-Nebudchadnezzar

The bear/silver of Medo-Persian-the upper torso-both represent an arm

The leopard/bronze of Greece-the torso

The beast/iron of Rome-the thighs

These are the ones Hosea mentions but lets finish this statue out with what we have in the book of Daniel.

There is a gap in time where there will be a kingdom of iron and clay, which if you think of these two elements they do not mix.  There are speculations as to who these kingdoms are present day.

Then

10 horns, 1 little horn, representing 10 kings and 1 king different from all the others

then 

the Ancient of Days comes

THE STONE Daniel 2:44,45…Kingdom of God

Wow!

Week 13, Lesson 2

Bring It Together

Do you really think about the reality that Jesus is going to return?  Does that motivate you to live your life so that your reputation is not marred?  If you have made mistakes in your life to the point that your reputation is marred do you seek restoration with God first and then those you have offended?

Reflect and Pray

Take time today to look at your life in light of eternity.  Who do you need to tell about Jesus?  Pray for them today and ask God for the opportunity to speak truth into their lives.

Week  13, Lesson 3

Hosea 13:14-16

There is No Rescue


Pray

Begin your study today simply asking God for His help through the Holy Spirit to help you understand God’s word.

Consider

The Israelites were their own destroyers because they would not repent.  They had brought this destruction on themselves.  Do you see God as a God of love, even in His judgment?  Has that changed from the beginning of the study?

Observe

How horrible God’s judgment will be on those who do not repent and turn from their sin.  In the last days they shall continue to reap what they have sown look up Daniel 12:1-2, this will be worse than the last, but who will be rescued?

What hope, God will remember those who did not and do not forget Him!

These last and final days are yet to come therefore we would do well to listen to the prophets of old because what they had to say then still applies to us!

Those who had eyes to see and saw not…those who had ears to hear and heard not…they will not be rescued when the wind of the Lord comes and they will have no place for refuge.

Bring It Together

Can you imagine not having anywhere to hide from the wrath of God.  God will teach them through experience what they refused to learn through teaching!  Their idols, their alliances, their covenants, their altars all worthless!  Are you holding to things that are worthless that will give you no shelter from the storm?

Reflect and Pray

Once again just seek God in a time of prayer allowing the Holy Spirit to convict you of anything that you need to confess and relinquish to be restored to a right relationship with Jesus Christ.
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Hosea 14:1-3

The Prayer of Repentance


Pray

Take time today to be still before the Lord and just be in His presence.

Consider

The Bible tells us that “righteousness exalts a nation: but sin is a disgrace to any people.” Proverbs 14:34.  When you look at the state of our country how could we have fallen so far?  What can you do in this fallen world to help bring people to Jesus?

Observe

Verse 1 “Return, O Israel, to whom?

You have stumbled because of your iniquity.  Look up Proverbs 14:34.  Was their way easy?  Isn’t that the promise that satan wants us to believe, that his way is easy and God’s way is hard?

We need to be careful to listen to the prophets message and learn from the sinful decisions of the Israelites and purpose in our hearts not to grieve God by our deliberate sin.  

Verse 2  Here begins God’s gracious extension of grace and mercy to a sinful people He asks them once again to return and even lays out a prayer of repentance so they will know how to approach an Almighty God.  

“Say to Him”…

-“take away all iniquity and receive us graciously”  mindful of the sin in their life they realize now their sin and the state of it and what they deserve thus they ask for God’s grace-unmerited favor.

“Sin becomes hateful the moment one gets into the presence of God”  H.A. Ironside.

Remember there cannot be restoration without true and complete repentance, every sin has to be dealt with.  “take away all iniquity.”  Look up I John 1:9.

Once sin is confessed and their life is right and their conscience clear they are able to offer the “sacrifice of praise and worship to God again.”

Verse 3 what other sins are they to realize?

Remember who did they look to, to save them?

Look up Isaiah 2:22,  Psalm 60:11 & Psalm 33:17

In light of these verses what will they now acknowledge?
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What did they do with the idols they fashioned with their hands?

Who did they give credit to for all they had?

Bring It Together

“For in Thee the orphans find mercy,” remember the Lo-ammi and Lo-ruhamah were sentences upon them now they have the confidence that they will be restored and know that they will find mercy.  What did Lo-ammi and Lo-ruhamah stand for? 

What would be removed through repentance?

Reflect and Pray

I am amazed when I read Hosea how God longs for them to repent and how hard their hearts are.  But then I look around at our country and I see the same thing happening.  The church is God’s representation here on earth and we have corporately failed because our nation is in a state of apostasy.  Take time today to pray for the churches in America that they will preach the word, and stand for Christ.  Pray for the missionaries that our church has sent out and the ones suffering for Jesus’ sake.
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Hosea 14:4-9

Repentance Brings Blessing


Pray

Begin your study today asking God to lead you through His word through the Holy Spirit.

Consider

Repentance will bring blessing!  It is amazing that they did not see this.  What are some of the distractions of this world that could blind you to God’s grace or what are some things that have in the past blinded you to God’s grace?

Observe

Verse 4“I will heal their apostasy or backsliding, I will what?

Why?

Verse 5  

God Himself will be as the dew to His people, giving new life and freshness to a repentant people.

They will be a beautiful garden.  They will be as beautiful as the lily and as strong as the cedars in Lebanon

Verse 6  Israel’s branches will go out in majesty and their fragrance in air, everyone will know they are God’s.

Verse 7  they will no longer be called an empty vine (Hosea 10:1)  they will blossom in clusters that will provide wine for the whole earth

Verse 8 Ephraim now detests the sins of the past and they realize that everything good comes from God.  

Look up John 15:5  what can we do apart from Him?

Verse 9  If you are wise what will you do?  If you are discerning what will you do?  Why?  And the righteous will what?  But the transgressors will stumble in them.

Bring It Together

I love verse 9, the rewards of diligent study of God’s word is that we will grow in wisdom and understanding and discernment and knowledge of the ways of the Lord which are right.  In that wisdom, understanding, discernment and knowledge we will then make the correct choice to walk in the law of the Lord.  But the transgressors will not walk in God’s way because they have forgotten!  Remember it is not necessarily that they do not know the right way they do not choose the right way they lack discernment.

Week  14, Lesson 2

Reflect and Pray

Spend time today asking God once again for discernment.   Evaluate the time you give God in the diligent study of His word.  Is it enough?  Are you growing in the knowledge of what God requires of you?  

