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Dear Adult Sunday School Classes,

I am so glad that you are digging into 1 Peter.  As I have prepared this, God has impressed upon me the need to think deeply about how to live in a world that is hostile to Christ.  The truths of 1 Peter are near to my heart, and I am eager to teach them.  I am confident that you, too, will find God’s Word challenging and encouraging.  

This guide is designed to help you as you study God’s Word, but it is not the final answer.  Given that I am just a man, I’m sure there are points where I am off.  Given that I don’t have a professional editor, I’m sure there are grammatical and formatting oversights.  I ask for your grace in advance.  I also ask that you do your own work, asking God to give you insight.  “Examine the Scriptures daily to see if these things are so” (Acts 17:11).

I know every class in our church is unique.  Some of you prefer a study guide with plenty of “white space” so that you can do your own work.  Others prefer less questions and more content.  I’ve tried to strike a balance, but no guide will perfectly fit every class.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the English Standard Version, which I would commend to you.  I also recommend the NASB and the KJV.  All three of these are fairly literal translations that are helpful for in-depth study of God’s Word.

May God give you grace and strength as you study His Word,

James Seward

Associate Pastor, Education/Discipleship

First Baptist Church of Lindale

Any portion of this guide may be used, distributed, or copied by anyone as long as credit is given to the author and there is no charge for its use.
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1 Peter

Standing Firm in a Hostile World

Introduction

Getting Started

Persecution.  The word conjures up images of smuggling Bibles, secret church meetings, and burning at the stake.  But is the hostility of the world always so dramatic?  Perhaps the rejection that comes with not watching a certain movie or TV show is also evidence of the world’s hostility.  Perhaps the icy stares we receive when we refuse to take part in the latest gossip or cut a certain corner at work are also an example of suffering for Christ.  Whether we live in China or Lindale, we will face hostility for Christ.  1 Peter is written to help us stand firm in the midst of it.
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A Closer Look

As we begin our study of 1 Peter, there are three concepts that loom large throughout the book: suffering, right thinking in the face of suffering, and right action in the face of suffering.  If we want to have a good handle on the book, we need to have a proper handle on these concepts.  Let’s look at each in greater depth.

Suffering in 1 Peter

Througout 1 Peter, suffering refers to the hardship that comes from living as a Christian in a world that is opposed to Christ.  What are some examples of hostility you have faced from friends, family, neighbors, or coworkers as a result of your commitment to Christ?

Read 4:12 and 5:8-9.  Who should expect to experience hostility from the world as a result of following Christ?
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Right Thinking in the Face of Suffering

It is easy for Christians who live in free societies to have a hole in their theology when it comes to standing firm in the face of hostility.  They’ve been taught much about the joys of the Christian walk but taught little about the reality that we live in exile upon this earth—it is not our home.  Such was the case in Peter’s day, too.  So he writes a deeply theological book that shapes how Christians are to think about their relationship to the world.

Read 1:3-9, 13 and 5:6-11.  What is the common strand running through each of these verses?

Peter explains that though the believers are currently in exile, a glorious future awaits them.  If, by Christ, we are born again, our citizenship is in heaven.  The world is not our home.  These days of exile will not last forever.  We await something greater.  Peter’s letter is shot through with hope based on the future revelation of Jesus.

Read 2:4-10.  What does Peter say about how the Christian is to see himself?

As Christians, we do not belong to this world.  We are part of the household of God, God’s own special possession.  As the people of God, our job is to declare to the world who our Savior is.  But the world, which rejected Christ, will also reject us.  If we continue to find our identity in this world, the world’s hostility will be deflating.  But if we see our new status as God’s chosen people, we will shine as lights in a darkened world.
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Read 4:13.  How do Christ’s sufferings affect the way we view our sufferings?

Christ was and is rejected by the world, so those who belong to Christ should expect similar rejection.  But when Christ’s glory is revealed, we who have suffered with Him will share in His glory.  As one pastor explained it, “Christians cannot only endure sufferings for Christ’s sake; they can rejoice, for in their agony they are joined to Jesus who suffered for them.  Their very sufferings become a sign of hope.”

Right Action in the Face of Suffering

Peter does more than offer foundational doctrine to help his readers endure hardship.  He also gives them very specific advice about how to live in the face of hardship.

Read 1:13, 4:7, and 5:8.  What instruction does Peter repeat?

In the midst of trying times, it is easy to lose your head.  Rash thoughts creep in that seem to make so much sense.  But Peter says right thinking must be diligently preserved.  The first right action is to be sober-minded.

Read 2:9-12 and 4:16.  How does Peter call Christians to live amidst a dark and hostile world?

As people called out of this dark world yet still living in it, our goal is to shine as lights for Jesus.  It is not our goal to survive hardships; it is our goal to bring honor and glory to God amidst hardships.  In a world that is hostile to Christ, our way of life should honor Christ and draw others to Him.
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Read 4:3-5.  When we face social hostility, what might be a temptation?

It is all too easy to cave in the midst of societal persecution.  It is easy to cave in and watch that movie that our buddies are watching, rather than be seen as strange and out-of-touch.  It is easy to join in on the latest gossip rather than be relegated to the outside of the social group.  But Peter is eager to help these believers avoid such pitfalls.  The answer to hostility is not to fall back into former ways of sin.
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1 Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


1:1-12 – Born Again to a Living Hope
Getting Started

When a new Chick-Fil-A store opens, the first 100 customers get to eat there free every week for a year.  Hoping to be one of the fortunate few who win the prize, people have been known to camp out for days in anticipation.  Future reward is strong motivation.  For the Christian, our future reward far exceeds anything Chick-Fil-A can offer.  It is eternal and imperishable, and the thought of it should guide how we live in this world that is not our home.
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A Closer Look

1:1-2


Peter addresses his letter to “elect exiles.”  These two words are packed with meaning.  Think about the Old Testament.  What do the concepts of being chosen and being exiled convey?

The balance of elect and exiled is key throughout the letter.  We are exiled in the present world precisely because we are elect.  As God’s people, we have a sure and glorious future.  But as God’s people, this world is not our home.

[image: image7]
Verse 2 explains that our status as God’s chosen people is a work of the Trinity.  We are a newly constituted people of God on the basis of the plan of the Father, the work of the Spirit, and the new covenant set forth in Christ’s blood (see Hebrews 12:24).
1:3-5
Verses 3 to 12 actually form one long, complex sentence in Greek.  Throughout, Peter intermingles the themes of our future salvation secured by Christ and our joy in blessing God for His goodness to us.  How do you see both those themes displayed in these three verses?

In contemporary use, “born again” has become a title for a certain category of Christian.  But the phrase actually describes regeneration.  True believers are those who have been regenerated – given new life!  Something fundamentally changes – the old has gone and the new has come.  According to verse 3, how are we born again?
This new life provides us access to a living hope, an imperishable inheritance.  It is a future inheritance, but it is an inheritance that cannot be lost.  It is kept in heaven by God’s power.  Meanwhile, God is guarding us through faith.  As we march through this world that is not our home, God is guarding us and protecting us along the way.  Based on our faith in Christ, we are assured of arriving safely in the Promised Land.
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The identity of this precious and imperishable inheritance is not revealed until verse 5.  Our inheritance is salvation.  Certainly, salvation includes the aversion of God’s wrath (see 1:9; 4:17-18), but the picture here is of a weary soldier who has travelled through enemy lines and is now safe in friendly territory.  We are exiles in this hostile and weary world, but our salvation is perched and ready to be revealed, at which time we will receive a glorious inheritance that is not even worth comparing to the sufferings of this world. 
1:6-9
The security of our ultimate salvation and unfading inheritance gives us joy in this world, a world that is filled with trials.  Peter states that it was “necessary” for them to be “grieved by various trials.”  Why might he say these trials are necessary?

Because of the nature of a fallen world, trials and grief are a regular part of everyone’s life.  This is particularly true for the believer who is exiled in a hostile land.  We no longer belong to this society, which was once very much our home.  We cannot and ought not feel at home here.  
But for the Christian, trials have a purpose.  What is their purpose according to these verses?

Trials are a proving ground for our faith, revealing its genuineness.  If the pressure refines us, we receive a glorious reward.  In a beautiful reciprocity of praise, honor, and glory, we are commended before God even as we sing His praises.  As one pastor writes, “If we receive crowns of glory, it will be our joy to cast them at the feet of the Saviour.  When Jesus Christ is revealed, the gold of our faith will shine to his praise.”  We approach trials in a way that reveals our hope is in Christ and His coming Kingdom, not in this world.
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Verses 8 and 9 describe a resolute clinging to Jesus.  Because He is our hope and our salvation, we joyously hold to Him through the experiences of this life.
1:10-12
Peter has focused verses 3 to 12 on the glorious hope of salvation through Christ.  What does he say about this salvation in verses 10-12?

Why might Peter conclude this section by showing his readers that this salvation in Christ was the hope and anticipation of the Old Testament prophets?  

God’s plan of salvation in Christ was revealed long ago by the prophets.  Indeed, more than revealed, it was their preoccupied focus.  They knew not the exact details about Christ (hence the inquiry in 1:10-11), but they did know that it would come to a future generation not their own.

Peter’s message to this harried church was not some Christianized version of The Power of Positive Thinking.  No, his gospel was the very gospel carried by the prophets of old.  God’s plan to bring about ultimate salvation through Jesus Christ is no clever rhetorical trick invented by the Apostles.  It is true and is reflected in the storyline of the entire Bible.  Even the angels desire nothing more than to meditate on God’s plan of salvation in Christ. 
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One of the great advantages to knowing the whole Bible is that it strengthens our faith.  We see God’s plan unfold across the centuries, and it adds weight to the message.  The salvation that is our hope was long-ago revealed.  It surely can be trusted.





1 Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


1:13-21 – Lives of Hope are Holy
Getting Started

As you think, so you act.  The man who thinks often of money will give his life in pursuit of it.  The woman who thinks often of her appearance will adjust her spending, eating, and sleeping to gain her desired appearance.  For the Christian, our minds should be set on the future hope that awaits us and the gospel that saved us.  This type of Christian thinking will lead to a certain type of Christian living.
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A Closer Look

1:13-16
Verse 13 teaches that there is a tight connection between right thinking and hope.  The rest of the passage teaches that there is a tight connection between hope and godly living.  So right thinking shapes our hope, and right hope shapes our living.

Let’s look first at right thinking.  We must prepare our minds for living full of hope.  Sadly, too many Christians only cultivate worldliness in their minds, filling them with television, movies, music, magazines, and books that pump worldly thinking into their heads.  We become intoxicated with worldly thinking.  “As a result, our minds are never made ready for running, let alone the exilic raced called the Christian life,” observes David Helm.  Instead, we need to prepare our minds for living hope-filled, heaven-filled, grace-filled lives.
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Let’s look next at how our hope affects how we live.  Those with God’s true grace as their hope will of necessity detest their former way of life.  They will strive for the holiness of God.  This holiness should affect all our conduct – every inch of the believer’s life is shaped by his future hope.
1:17
After explaining how future hope leads to holiness in the present, Peter turns to the essential truths of the gospel and shows how they should affect holy living.  He points first to the fact that God will judge everyone according to his deeds.  In what way is this part of the gospel?

How should this truth affect the way we live?

Christians alone understand that the Father is the judge.  It is this understanding that makes redemption sweet to us.  In fact, a so-called Christian who has lost sight of the terrifying reality of the final judgment has lost sight of a crucial element of the gospel.  Grace becomes cheap to him, and he slips into a carnal lifestyle.  God does not cease to be Judge simply because Jesus has paid the penalty.  When your dad is the police chief, you live according to a higher standard, not a lower standard.  Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.  How does Paul’s view of the coming judgment affect him?
1:18-21
Just as having a Father who is the Judge causes us to live in reverent fear, so do the realities of what Christ has done for us.
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The passage does not merely say that Jesus’ blood ransomed us from our sins.  It says that we are ransomed from the sinful way of life inherited from our fathers.  When Christ saves us, He doesn’t just save us from the effect of our sin.  He also saves us from the power of that sin.  We are pulled out of a messed-up way of living.  It makes no sense, then, to go back to that old way of living.  Jesus saves us to be a people for God’s glory, so let’s live that way.

Both sides of the gospel – that all will be judged and that those in Christ are redeemed – serve to motivate reverent and holy living.  
Read verses 20 and 21.  How do they underscore the message of this section?

The work of Christ is not an afterthought.  It was God’s design since before the world began.  Rightly understanding Christ’s work causes us to place our hope and faith in God.  When we live a life of holiness it is because God is prized above all.
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1 Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


1:22-2:3 – The Word and the Church
Getting Started

When I was learning to ride a bike, I had the brilliant notion to try to learn how to balance on it while it wasn’t moving before graduating to the real experience.  I figured that it would hurt less if I fell while the bike was stationary.  What I failed to realize was that the rotation of the wheels actually makes balancing much easier.  The task of balancing a stationary bike is nearly impossible.  Some churches approach “community” the way I approached riding a bike.  They fear that God’s Word might cause division or undermine unity, so they try to manufacture unity apart from God’s Word.  What they fail to realize is that God’s Word is the very thing that enables loving community.  It might appear to be the obstacle to community, but in reality it is the key to community. 
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A Closer Look

1:22-23
Peter begins by making clear who he is talking about – those who have purified their souls by obedience to the truth, that is, genuine believers who have not only believed the gospel but have been set apart (“sanctified”) by that gospel.  The goal of these sanctified lives, according to Peter, is “sincere brotherly love.”  How does Peter talk about this love?  What are some examples of so-called love that this description excludes?

One might paraphrase verse 22 this way:  “Based on your genuine submission to the gospel, you are set apart as holy.  The highest mark of such holiness is brotherly love, so get after loving one another!”  

Peter then lays out a cause and effect, as indicated by the “since.”  Since God’s Word has made us alive, we are to love.  In other words, it is God’s Word that brings about genuine love.  What implications does this have for how we cultivate love within the church?
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While the thrust is clearly that we who are begotten by the Word should love others who are likewise born of the Word, we should not overlook some of the powerful language used to describe God’s Word.

· Regenerating – First, God’s Word is said to give life.  The real, palpable change that occurs within someone when they are saved is brought about by God’s Word.  Read Romans 10:17 and Ezekiel 37:1-14.  What do they teach us about the life-giving power of God’s Word?

· Imperishable – The truths of God’s Word are unalterable and sure.  Earthly seeds give life, but that life will ultimately die.  The imperishable seed leads to life that is also eternal.
· Living – In what sense is God’s Word living?  
Certainly God’s Word has the power to give life, but there is more.  There is a close association within the Scriptures between God’s Word and His Spirit.  God’s words are living because they are the words of a living God whose Spirit is actively working through them.
· Abiding – This is an echo of the word “imperishable” above, and it is the point of the quotation from Isaiah that will follow.  Given the ever-changing nature of the life in “exile,” Peter highlights that God’s Word is solid and unchanging.

It is this Word that has given us spiritual life, and it is because of this life that we are able to love earnestly and with a pure heart.  God’s Word drives genuine love.
1:24-2:1
Peter underscores his statement that God’s Word is imperishable by quoting from Isaiah 40:6-8.  In the quotation, what is the permanence of God’s Word contrasted with?

As we walk through this hostile world, we must keep in mind that the way of all flesh is futile and fleeting.  But God’s Word endures – the implication being that those who are born of that Word will also endure.

Peter adds one comment – the Word spoken of in Isaiah is none other than the good news by which they received life.  This abiding Word is our good news!

Paul then lays out a second cause and effect, as indicated by the word “so.”  God’s abiding Word is the same word that gave us life and fuels our love, so we are to “put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and slander.”  One author calls these vices the “poison of social life.”  Those who are born of the Word and growing in love should have nothing to do with such practices.
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As God’s Word produces love in us, so it also warrants putting off such vile practices. 

2:2-3
There are three main commands in this passage.  “Love one another” (1:22), “put away all . . .” (2:1), and now “long for pure spiritual milk” (2:2).  Unlike in Paul, where milk represents the most basic teachings of the faith, Peter uses milk here to refer to the whole counsel of God’s Word.  Why might Peter have likened this desire to a baby wanting milk?

We who claim to love God’s Word have much to learn from this.  We are so easily distracted from our “consuming” desire.  All the other stuff in this world quickly diverts our attention.  But it is not what we need.
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Paul then lays out a third cause and effect: “that by it you may grow.”  The cause is God’s Word, the effect is growth.  Our growth, which continues on until the day of our salvation, comes from God’s Word!
Verse 3 than adds further force to the call to desire God’s Word.  A dad might say to his son, “Come get some ice cream, if you like that sort of thing.”  Of course he likes it!  The point is the same here.  Of course we have tasted that the Lord is good!





1 Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


2:4-12 – Identity and Purpose
Getting Started

Our self-identity shapes us.  A man who sees himself as a cowboy dresses a certain way, takes part in certain activities, and even walks with a very defined gait.  A woman who wants to be the next Paula Deen also is defined by her identity.  She dresses a certain way, talks a certain way, not to mention that she takes her cooking quite seriously (bring on the butter!).  As Christians, our identity with Christ is everything.  It shapes how the world will treat us, and it defines the purpose of our life.
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A Closer Look

Typically, we move through the passage in sequential order.  For clarity’s sake, we will move through this passage based on the identity of Christ, the identity of the believer, and the purpose of the believer.  For Peter, these three themes are all intertwined, but for our purposes, its best to look at them one at a time.
CHRIST’S IDENTITY

Living Stone
The first description Peter gives of Jesus is surprising.  We might expect him to say, “the resurrected Christ” or “the Savior of our souls.”  But instead he says, “the living stone.”  This phrase is packed with freight from the Old Testament.  So let’s spend a little time acclimating ourselves to the background of this phrase.

Long ago, when the people of Israel obstinately refused to believe God’s prophets, God promised that He would do something new.  He would establish a new kingdom – one built on righteousness and justice.  One way that God spoke of this was in construction language.  He would bring about a new cornerstone – a new foundation.  And God foretold that many would reject this stone, instead following lies and the conspiracies of man.  Read each of the following passages and write down what it says about this Living Stone:

Isaiah 8:13-15

Isaiah 28:16-17

Psalm 118:22

We see from these Scriptures that:

· The stone is rejected by some, believed in by others.
· The stone causes some to stumble; while it is salvation for others.
· The stone brings a new Kingdom established on justice and righteousness, but it sweeps away the lies and those who trust in them.

So when Peter calls Jesus the living stone, he is telling us that Jesus is the solution to Israel’s rebellion, the promised hope of the Old Testament, God’s Great Stone – indeed, the Mount Everest of all of history.
Chosen and Precious

Peter contrasts the way men view this stone and the way God views the stone.  To God, the stone is chosen and precious.  Twice Peter repeats this phrase, once in verse 4, and a second time while quoting Isaiah in verse 6.  Jesus was appointed by God to be the Great Stone, but more than that, Jesus is the beloved Son of God.  He is precious to the Father. 
Rejected
Though Jesus is chosen and precious in God’s sight, He is rejected by man.  Where in our passage do you see this taught?

Not only did our Savior meet ultimate rejection when the world took her Savior and nailed Him to a tree, but He is rejected in an ongoing way as the world stubbornly refuses to yield to Him and embrace His salvation.  
Verses 6 through 8 make clear that the key issue dividing humanity is whether they embrace Jesus as the living stone or reject Jesus as the living stone.  The question is not: do you believe in Jesus?  The question is: Do you believe that Jesus is the living stone? 
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THE BELIEVER’S IDENTITY
Like Living Stones

After giving Jesus the remarkable title of “living stone,” Peter does something even more remarkable.  He describes believers with the same language.  We are “like living stones.”  The point isn’t that we’re some sort of bricks in God’s building; the point is that we are like the living stone!  We are like Jesus.  We are modeled after the head stone.  As living stones, we are part of Jesus’ family.  We are in the household of God, and as such, we are part of a holy priesthood.  Our identity as believers is wrapped up in the identity of Jesus.

Chosen and Precious

Jesus is described as chosen and precious.  Read through the whole passage.  In what ways does Peter describe Christians as chosen and precious?

In verse 7, the word translated “honor” actually has the same Greek root as the word “precious.”  An awkward but literal translation might read:  “So the preciousness is for you who believe.”

Read Exodus 19:4-6 and Deuteronomy 7:6-11.  How does these help you understand 1 Peter 2:9-10?

It’s a paradoxical truth.  Gentile pagans – a chosen race.  Small-town civilians – a royal priesthood.  Pitiful Sinners – a holy nation.  Greedy materialists – God’s own possession.  Only because of Jesus!  Our new identity is wrapped up in Jesus.  His identity becomes our identity.  His standing with God becomes our standing with God.
Rejected

Since our identity is wrapped up with Jesus, it should not surprise us that we are also rejected by a world that has rejected Him.  The contrast in verse 4 in which Christ is rejected yet precious to the Father points to the pattern for the Christian:  we too will be rejected in our culture, but we will always have God on our side.  What other evidence do you see in these verses that suggests Christians will be rejected like Jesus?

Those who truly belong to Christ will truly be rejected like Christ.  We might not feel this as sharply as some since most Americans claim to love Jesus.  But the Jesus many Americans love is nothing more than a gumby god-man which they can twist and manipulate in whatever way suits them.

· For one, he’s Patriot Jesus – draped in an American flag.  

· For another, he’s Tolerant Jesus – encouraging all of us to be who we are.  

· Others make him American Dream Jesus, the key to a happy, comfortable life.

Gumby Jesus is not our Jesus.  We follow Living Stone Jesus – a stone that makes men stumble and a rock that makes them fall.  We follow the Jesus of the Scriptures, and that will put us out of step with family, friends, neighbors, classmates, government leaders and millions of others who either hate Jesus or embrace Gumby Jesus.
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Knowing that the world’s rejection of us is due to its rejection of Jesus makes the hostility of the world more bearable.  And it is far better to have the hostility of the world and the favor of God than it is to have it the other way around!
THE BELIEVER’S PURPOSE
With our identity comes a purpose.  Read through the passage and note anything that is said about our purpose as a new people in Christ.

Here are a few of the key statements:

· Verse 5 – “to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.”  
· Verse 9 – “that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  
· Verse 12 – that “they may see your good deeds and glorify God.”

The repetition makes the point clear: our purpose on this earth is to proclaim the excellencies of God by offering the spiritual sacrifice of our holy living.  This means more than simply gathering together once a week and singing a song about Jesus.  Worship happens in the grit and grime of life.  Our Sunday Worship service is simply an outgrowth of that.
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This is worship.  As God’s people, yoked to Christ, our purpose on this earth is to bring God glory in all that we do.


First Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


2:13-25 – Living in Society as God’s People, Part I
Getting Started

It’s been said that in raising children it’s more important what’s caught than what’s taught.  In other words, children learn by watching how their parents handle a situation.  Of course, godly instruction is also very important.  But it’s true that often the best way to learn something is by watching how someone else handles it.  As we seek to live a God-honoring way in the worldly society around us, Peter points us to the example of Jesus.  We learn best how to live by watching the example of our Savior and Lord.
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A Closer Look

2:13-14
The opening sentence serves as a general heading for all of 2:13-3:12.  Submission is key to how the Christian lives to the glory of God in a sinful world.  This is because it reveals his trust is in God.  In a sense, submission gives evidence to the reality of God’s existence.  Those over us can tell that our God is real because our confidence in Him leads us to the unnatural position of submission.  On the flip side, we can only submit when our confidence is firmly in God.  Our inability to submit is a telltale sign that our view of God is too small.  Those who have the greatest faith in God are those who can most freely submit to the injustices of this world.
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The first sphere addressed is the governmental sphere.  We are to submit to those over us in government.  Think through some of the governmental leaders we know of in the New Testament.  What were they like?

We are called to submit, not because leaders always do what’s right, but because God has given government to society to protect it from the chaos of anarchy.  Even when the standards of right and wrong are pagan and only loosely followed, it is better than no government at all.

In a democratic society, where we are called upon to voice our opinion and vote our conscience, it is appropriate for Christians to voice their disagreements with governmental officials.  How do we do this is such a way that is submissive and points to our deeper trust in God?

2:15-17
Looking at these three verses, what reason does Peter give for the command to submit?

Our submission testifies to the world that their ignorant claims against Christianity hold no weight.  Our meek, gentle spirit is the greatest apologetic for the Christian faith.  The best way to convince a skeptic is to live a submissive lifestyle.

Look at verse 16.  How is freedom misused?  How is it rightly understood?

Biblical freedom is not freedom do whatever we want.  It is freedom from sin and the resultant yoke of the law.  Slavery to sin is true slavery.  Slavery to Christ is true freedom.  Freedom is not an excuse to cloak evil deeds.  Anyone who invokes “freedom in Christ” to justify ungodly behavior lacks a biblical understanding of freedom.
Verse 17 concludes this section with a call to honor those in the world, and more importantly to love our Christian brothers and to fear God.  Yes we are to live rightly in the world, but the focus is on our distinctively Christian relationships.
2:18-20
After discussing submission within government, Peter turns his attention to submission within the workplace.  A brief comment on slavery and the Bible is necessary here.  The Bible never endorses slavery and when it does speak to the institution (as in Philemon) it seeks to nullify it.  However, it is unequivocal in its condemnation of the racist hatred that fueled much of the slavery in America.  By telling Christian slaves how to behave, Peter is not endorsing the system.  Rather, he is telling them how to live in the broken system of this world.  American slavery and Roman slavery were very different.  The slaves in Roman times were more or less the working class, albeit with less social mobility than we have today.  So let’s consider this passage’s implications for us today.

Why do you think Peter focuses on submission to unjust masters?

Peter is not teaching us how to live in a sanitized, pristine world.  He’s teaching us how to live to God’s glory in a foul and tainted world.  He intentionally selects the most helpless in the world’s hostile system.  It is in this crooked system that Peter twice repeats: “this is a gracious thing.”  To be kind and submissive to one who is mistreating us is a reflection of God’s grace. 
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2:21-25
Looking at these five verses, what reason does Peter give for his command to submit in the face of injustice?

We are called to follow the example of our Savior.  It’s as if Peter says: “You want to know how to live a God-glorifying life in the midst of a hostile world?  Imitate Jesus.  The world was hostile to Him, but He was meek and lowly.  He entrusted Himself to the Father.  And so should we.”
Read through Isaiah 53.  What parallels do you see between it and this passage?

These verses contain some of the most moving and the most clearly articulated descriptions of what Christ did on our behalf.
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All of this is said so that we’ll know how to live in a hostile world.  We cannot miss this point!  The gospel should affect how we live.  We imitate Christ by submitting to injustice just as He did.  If the meekness and submission of the cross was Jesus’ path to victory over this world, it should be ours no less.  We must follow His example.  In so doing, we testify that our trust is in God and we silence a skeptical world.






First Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


3:1-12 – Living in Society as God’s People, Part II
Getting Started

When someone ingests poison, it can have a deadly effect.  In order to keep it from killing, the person must swallow just the right thing to neutralize it.  Drinking the wrong thing can actually make matters worse.  According to the Bible, the society around us is regularly dishing out poison in the forms of harsh words, injustice, and cruelty.  Many of the natural responses to such poison will only make matters worse.  The Bible prescribes a very clear response:  bless those who persecute you.  When the world injects evil into a situation, we should respond by injecting blessing. 

[image: image27]
A Closer Look

3:1-6
Peter continues to explain how to live a God-glorifying life in a society that is not God-fearing.  He turns his attention to wives.  Women married to husbands who do not fear God (“do not obey the word”) know all too well that this world is a hostile place.  But Peter does not change his instruction.  Given that God has created an order within the home, wives are to submit to their husbands – even the unbelieving ones.  
Because some spiritually manipulative men have misused this verse, it is worth qualifying the statement: submission ought not be confused with remaining in an abusive situation, nor does it mean doing anything that would dishonor God.  [Note: If you as a wife are in a delicate situation and you’re not sure how to live this verse out in your marriage, we encourage you to talk with one of the pastors.]  

Biblical submission stems from an understanding that the order God has created is good.  Women who understand this therefore allow their husbands to lead the home knowing he will answer to God for how he has led the home.

Peter’s words to wives apply to all married women, but he begins with the most extreme case – women married to men who do not obey God’s Word (whether they claim to be Christians or not).  What reason does Peter give for living a godly, submissive life when married to a difficult man?

Can you think of any examples of women who have won their husbands to the Lord through their meek and gracious manner?

Throughout history, God has used the gentle beauty of a believing woman to bring the husband to Christ.  It is not that a wife should never speak to her husband about the gospel; it is simply that her efforts to win her husband to the Lord should focus on her godly actions.

This passage has much to say about feminine beauty.  How does the world define feminine beauty?

According to this passage, how does God define feminine beauty?

Which view of beauty do people within the church tend to take?

Beauty in God’s eyes consists of a gentle and quiet spirit.  That does not mean that God finds a doormat beautiful.  In fact Sarah, the example of biblical beauty given in this passage, was a feisty woman.  Strong and mild personalities alike can be gentle, and we should not equate a mild personality with gentleness.  Gentleness conveys a certain sense of calm, a meekness.  A gentle woman does not attack back or speak harshly.  Similarly, “quiet” does not refer to someone who speaks little.  Rather, it describes someone who is neither an agitator nor easily agitated.  The sense of quiet is more like how someone describes a lake at dawn as “quiet.”  A gentle and quiet woman has a calm confidence that comes from truly trusting God.  As a result, her life overflows with grace.  That is true beauty.
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Of course, as verse 6 states, submission to anyone, particularly a husband who does not obey God’s Word, can be terrifying.  But the woman who has entrusted herself to God need not fear submitting to her husband.  She is not placing herself in his hands but in God’s.
3:7
In a telling move, Peter chooses to address husbands as well as wives.  Peter has focused this entire section (2:13-3:12) on those in positions of weakness.  He spoke to civilians, not rulers.  He spoke to slaves, not masters.  But when he speaks to wives, he’s compelled to speak to husbands.  Read Ephesians 5:22-33.  Why might Peter have felt that he could not leave husbands unaddressed?

Notice the parallel between how he speaks to wives (“Likewise, wives”) and how he speaks to husbands (“Likewise, husbands”).  Though he does not call on men to submit, he does call on men to have the same spirit of meekness and understanding.  How specifically does Peter call on husbands to treat their wives?

What reasons does he give for why husbands should treat their wives with honor and understanding?

According to Peter, men who are harsh with their wives, who do not show them honor and who are insensitive, actually hinder their prayers.  God’s ears are opened to the prayers of the righteous, but His face is against the unrighteous (3:12).
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3:8-12
Peter concludes his section about how to live in society with a general principle.  Verse 8 lays out the heart attitudes that should guide us, and there is a special focus on cultivating this heart together with other believers (“unity of mind” and “brotherly love”).  What is the basic principle laid out in verse 9?

Peter underscores this principle by quoting from Psalm 34.  Turn back in your Bibles and read Psalm 34.  In the heading before the Psalm, what was the situation David was in when he wrote this Psalm?

David wrote Psalm 34 when he was living in a foreign, hostile land.  So Peter’s selection of it is no accident.  The quoted psalm teaches that God does indeed reward the righteous and punish the wicked.  Therefore, those who want to see good days should avoid evil and seek peace.  Put differently, the one who entrusts himself to God and looks with hope to the future will live a life of godliness and peace.  David, living as a fugitive in enemy territory, taught the same message that Peter has been teaching these elect exiles living in a hostile world.





First Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


3:13-4:6 – Suffering and the Victory of Christ
Getting Started

Hard, pain-staking work is rarely fun.  But when you feel like such work is a waste of time, it’s so tempting to just give up.  On the flip side, when you feel like you’re actually accomplishing something, it makes the pain-staking work rewarding.  Living on this side of heaven is also pain-staking work for the Christian.  But we know that Christ has won, so all our efforts are not in vain.  Suffering for righteousness still isn’t fun, but it is much more bearable.
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A Closer Look

3:13-17
Peter begins with a rhetorical question in verse 13.  What is the logical answer to his question?  What is the “real world” answer to his question?

Read Isaiah 8:11-15.  In that passage, Judah’s enemies are plotting her destruction.  What word does Isaiah give to these Jews who are threatened?  How does this relate to verses 14 and 15 in our passage?

In the face of undeserved suffering, we are not to fear man but fear God, trusting that He will bring ultimate blessing to those who follow Him.  He is the only one deserving of honor and allegiance, so we entrust ourselves to God and obey Him, even in the face of suffering.
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Verses 15b to 16 indicate that our godly living will point others to Christ.  When we endure social hostility for the sake of Christ, people realize that there is a greater hope guiding us.  Living out the fear of the Lord instead of the fear of man, especially in a hostile context, is bound to raise questions.  When those questions arise, we need to be ready to make known the goodness of our Lord.
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Not only is our speech to have certain content (our hope in Christ), it is also supposed to have certain manner.  Look at verse 16.  How are we to speak when we tell others about our hope in Christ?

Even when we share the gospel, Peter reminds us to have the same meek, gracious manner that should typify all our life.
These five verses teach us to bear undeserved sufferings, entrusting ourselves to God and looking to Him for blessing and vindication.  In so doing, we will point others to Christ.

3:18-22
These next verses serve to root our ability to bear with undeserved suffering in the victorious work of Jesus on the cross.  What does verse 18 teach us about what Jesus accomplished on the cross?
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As you might expect, there has been a fair amount of debate as to what exactly verses 19 and 20 refer.  In order to understand it properly, it’s helpful to remind ourselves what happened in Noah’s day.  

Read Genesis 6:1-8.
In Noah’s day, certain “sons of God” (likely fallen angels) had free reign to do as they wished upon the earth.  Peter refers to these evil angels as “spirits.”  In Genesis, God limits the power of the spirits so that they can no longer intermarry with women.  Peter refers to this as “imprisoning” the spirits.

So Peter teaches us that after the cross and resurrection, Christ actually proclaimed to the demons that He had won and they had lost.  After Christ’s resurrection, He announced His victory over the same demons that were at work in the days of Noah.  That’s why 3:22 concludes: “with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.”

Though there are other interpretations of these verses offered, this explanation seems to make the most sense of the context of Genesis and the concluding statement in 3:22.

Given the hostility Peter’s readers were facing, why might Peter have chosen to encourage them with the story of Noah?

Noah lived as a righteous man during days of great unrighteousness.  The demonic spiritual forces were active in very obvious ways (more obvious than today!), and he was no doubt mocked for his loyalty to God.  But Noah was vindicated by the cross.  Jesus was ultimately the victor over those demons, and so Noah’s righteousness was not in vain.  How encouraging to us as we live in a world that “slanders” and “reviles” (3:16) us for our righteousness.  Noah endured and was proven to be on the victorious side eternally.  Likewise, we should persevere in righteousness knowing that Christ is victorious.
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Verse 21 further connects Noah’s day to our own.  For Noah, water brought with it death and the judgment of God.  Similarly for us, the water of baptism represents death and the judgment of God.  We go down into the waters, but because of Christ’s resurrection, we are lifted out of the waters of judgment and death.  Just as Noah and his family passed through the waters of judgment, we in our baptism pass through these waters.  In making this connection, however, Peter takes pains to make clear what baptism does and does not mean.  Baptism saves us not in a mechanical way (“the removal of dirt from the body”) but as a visual representation of an internal reality (“an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”).  Put differently, it is not the mechanical act of baptism that saves.  Rather, what saves us is trusting the work of Jesus to cleanse our guilty conscience.  Baptism is an outward demonstration of this internal reality.
These five verses teach us that Christ has died in our place as our substitutionary atonement.  In so doing, he has triumphed over the powers of evil.  We, like Noah, will share in that victory for we, like Noah, have passed through the waters of judgment.  So Christ’s great victory ought to encourage us as we bear undeserved suffering.

4:1-6
In light of the example of Christ’s suffering and ultimate victory (3:18-22), Peter calls on his readers to live a righteous life.  There is a way of thinking that reflects a conquering of sin.  What is that way of thinking?

When the Christian sets his mind to choose to suffer rather than sin, he is expressing the same way of thinking as Christ.  Choosing the path of the “will of God” instead of “human passions” will of necessity lead to suffering.  The decision not to sin and the decision to suffer are one and the same.  Until we make up our mind to suffer hostility, we cannot truly live a holy life.


[image: image35]
In verses 3 and 4, what example is given of hostility for righteousness’ sake?

What are some other examples of how the culture around you may malign you when you don’t join them in their sin?

Christians need to know at the outset – if we choose to think like Jesus and to do the will of God, we will suffer.  We will be mocked.  A culture that is hostile to God will not understand when we do not join with them in their dissipation.  If we are so naïve to think that our righteous lives will meet with the glad approval of everyone, we will not be able to sustain our righteousness.  But if we understand that following God’s way will lead to suffering, it will embolden us not to slip back into our former ways.


One point of application warrants elaboration.  Living in a culturally Christian environment, we need to understand that not all who call themselves Christians are truly converted.  Those who are totally given to the will of God, regenerated by the Word of God, and living solely to proclaim His excellencies will make cultural Christians uncomfortable.  Their zeal will not match ours.  Their commitment to Christ and His Word will not match ours.  So they will either repent and be drawn to Christ, or they will try to delegitimize our behavior.  It is not our job to decide who is a cultural Christian and who is not.  But we must know that even some who say they are Christians will scorn us for our commitment to walk in righteousness.

Verse 5 serves as a reminder that man’s word is not the final word.  All will stand one day for judgment.
In verse 6, Peter responds to one of the common insults hurled at Christians in his day.  No doubt those who were trying to live a righteous life were told: “Look at the other believers who lived for Christ.  They’re dead just like everybody else.  So live it up now, because we all die in the end.” Peter says, “No!  Those people who had the gospel preached to them (before they died, of course) and received it may die like the rest, but unlike the rest, they will know the resurrection of Christ.  To your eyes it may look like they are dead just like all the rest – but because of their belief in the gospel, they actually live like Christ.”


The point of these six verses is that, because we have chosen to serve God and suffer in this world, we will refrain from embracing our past sinful way of life. 




First Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


4:7-19 – Suffering and the End
Getting Started

I remember being terrified of the pool as a toddler.  As my dad tried to teach me to jump into the pool, he’d stand in the water, hold out his hands, and say, “Trust me.”  He was asking me to do something that seemed risky to me on the basis of my greater trust in him.  As Christians, it seems a bit scary to live a righteous life in this hostile world.  But God holds out His mighty hands and says, “Trust me.”  The end of this world is near, so we must entrust ourselves to the Creator and live as He has called us.
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A Closer Look

4:7-11
The looming prospect of the end of time has both positive and negative implications for the believer.  The Last Day is a good day for the believer, because it means a deliverance from this suffering and the advent of our Lord’s good Kingdom.  But the last days are hard days for the believer, marked by hostilities and sufferings for Christ.  Even as Christians prepare for the glorious day of Christ’s return, we must also prepare to live in a hostile world.  What commands does Peter give to the church to help them know how to live in a hostile world?
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As we seek to glorify God in a world that does not love God, we need the support of other believers.  If we have a strong core base within the church, we will be able to endure much for Christ.  And in so doing, we bring great honor to Christ!
4:12-14
After discussing how Christians should relate to one another in light of the end times, Peter turns his attention to how the end times affect our approach to suffering.  Verse 13 tells us that our present sufferings are linked to the future glory we will share in Christ.  How does this help us rejoice in suffering?

Verse 14 tells us that our present sufferings are linked to the presence of God’s Spirit resting upon us.  How does this help us rejoice in suffering?
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4:15-18
These verses make clear that there are present day judgments (of which God’s people are a part), and there are future judgments (of which God’s people are not a part).  It is also clear that the latter are much more severe than the former.  Peter says that the believers have experienced a taste of God’s judgment, and that taste should suffice to convince them that they don’t want to experience the full vent of His judgment at the end of time.  Our present taste of judgment should strongly dissuade us from abandoning the faith and thus bearing the full brunt of God’s judgment.  If God’s judgment is such a strong force that even His beloved, chosen ones must endure it, when the end comes it will be remarkably severe.
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4:19
This verse is a key verse for the whole book.  It not only is the conclusion of this section (4:7-19), but it is the conclusion to the whole section on how to live as a Christian in a hostile world (2:13-4:19).  What does this verse teach us about how to live in the midst of a hostile world?

Where do you see these truths spelled out elsewhere in 1 Peter?

They key to this whole verse is the concept of trust.  We cannot live in this world unless we have entrusted ourselves to God.  Nothing is outside of His hands.  He will bring justice to those who are unjust (2:23); He will deliver us out of this world (1:5); and He will reward us for honoring Him (1:7).  This world is not our home, and we do not belong to it any longer.  We do, however, belong to the Creator of the world.  So we entrust ourselves to Him.  When we do, we can live God-glorifying lives in this hostile world.




First Peter
Standing Firm in a Hostile World


5:1-14 – Standing Firm in Grace
Getting Started

When a General is selecting a battalion to defend a vital military position, he selects a group of fighting men known for their valor, bravery, and strength.  He wants tough, ferocious, bold, and strong men.  But God’s ways are different.  When God looks for people to stand firm, He looks for people of grace.  Humility, meekness, and tenderness are the keys to standing strong in this hostile world.  God’s Word teaches us that we stand firm as God’s grace flows through us into everyday life.
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A Closer Look

5:1-4
Peter begins by addressing the leaders of the churches, whom he calls elders.  Over the last 60 years, “elders” has faded from the vocabulary of many Baptists partly because the word is so closely associated with certain non-Baptist denominations.  However, most of the founding churches of the SBC (Southern Baptist Convention) had elders, and there is a contemporary trend of many conservative Baptist churches returning to these Baptist roots.  All that to say, “elders” should not be considered a bad word.  It is a biblical word, and, indeed, a Baptist word.  So what does Peter say to these elders?

Peter begins this section with the word “so,” tying it into the previous passage.  In light of the sufferings of this present world and the coming judgment, there is a certain way for elders to lead.  Peter calls upon them to “shepherd the flock.”  Read Ezekiel 34:1-24.  What does it teach us about right and wrong ways to shepherd God’s flock?

Read John 21:15-19.  How does this passage help us understand why Peter wrote this section?

Both of these backdrops point to a selfless, loving care that protects and seeks the good of the sheep.  Central to this task is feeding them and guiding them with God’s Word.  It also involves active oversight.  Peter deals directly with motives.  What motives does he commend?  What motives does he forbid?
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Christ is the ultimate Shepherd of the sheep.  He taught and instructed in a meek and gentle way, lovingly showing the way to live.  Elders are to take their cues from Him, leading in a humble, tender, loving way.  The demeanor called for throughout the letter has been the same:  meek, gracious tenderness.  Elders are to model this behavior for their flock.  In light of Christ’s sufferings and the hostility of the world, the elders are to lead in a loving and gentle way.  They are to “stand firm” in the “true grace of God” (5:12) as they lead.  In so doing, they will receive a great reward from their Shepherd.

5:5-7
Throughout the letter, Peter has been calling on Christians to live with a meek, submissive, gracious spirit.  Such a life is “the true grace of God” (5:12).  It is fitting, then, that Peter calls on Christians, particularly young Christians, to submit to the loving oversight of their elders.  If they are to submit to the unjust authorities of this world, how much more should they submit to their God-ordained shepherds.  
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Moreover, Christians are all called to a life of humility.  According to verses 6 and 7, why are Christians called to be humble?

God opposes the proud but lavishes His grace on the humble.   We are able to live humble lives because of our future hope and because we can trust God with our anxieties.  A Christian can stand firm in the true grace of God by walking in humility.

5:8-14
Peter concludes with a strong call to stand firm in the grace of God.  Only the wisdom of the Lord would issue such a beautifully ironic command.  The way to stand firm in the midst of hostility is to live a gracious life, walking the same path Christ established.  The anchor on the raging seas is meekness.  The rock in the storm is humility.  As we graciously endure this hostile world, we overcome the world.  
In verses 8 to 11, Peter links the sufferings we must endure with the work of the devil.  How does Peter advise us to resist the devil’s advances?

Peter again calls his readers to right thinking.  If we are to overcome the devil, we must protect our minds from worldly thinking.  He also reminds them that their suffering is not unique.  But as we suffer, God promises to provide us with the strength we need.  The words “restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish” are all overlapping words designed to point to how God sustains us in a hostile world.  We are called to resist the devil, but as we do, it is God who strengthens us to stand firm.
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Verse 5:12 is the key verse for the whole book.  Peter tells us that he writes his letter to encourage the believers to stand firm in God’s grace until they cross the finish line.


Think About It


In what ways do we who claim to identify with Christ tend to show a closer identity with the world?








Think About It


It is possible for a so-called “Christian” culture to be hostile to truly following Christ?  If so, how?





Big Idea


Read through the entire book of 1 Peter.  This should take about 25 minutes.  As you do, write down anything you learn about the following:





The types of sufferings that were being endured














The encouragement Peter provides in the face of suffering














The world is hostile towards Christians, and it didn’t take long for the first believers to discover this truth.  They were mistreated in the workplace, mocked by friends for not joining in sin, and insulted for being Christians.  Christians today face many of these same challenges.  In the face of these hostilities, Peter writes to encourage these early believers to “stand firm” in the “true grace of God” (5:12).




















Bringing It All Together


The effects of persecution are as deadly here in America as they are in North Korea.  While it is true that we do not risk our lives for worshipping Christ, we do risk our reputation.  And if we cannot stand tall for Christ in the midst of these subtle hostilities, the effect upon our souls is deadly.  Peter’s letter encourages us to think rightly and act rightly in the midst of a world that is hostile to Christ.  Let us pray that it would have that effect upon us.








Think About It


Can you think of a time when you responded in a God-glorifying way to hostility?  How about a time when you did not?








Think About It


What are some of the activities that will cause the world to think less of you if you avoid them?  Do you avoid them?








Big Idea


Based on the work of the Father, Spirit, and Son, Christians are a new chosen people of God, but we are also in exile in this world (1:1-2).  By virtue of our new birth, we await a glorious inheritance (1:3-5).  In the meantime, we endure our present trials knowing that they prepare us for our glorious future (1:6-9).  All of this is possible because of the saving work of Christ, who is the pinnacle of the biblical message (1:10-12).  In short, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are born again into the living hope of our future salvation.  This hope sustains us through trials and causes us to rejoice in God.























Think About It


How does viewing this world as the place of your exile affect how you think about it?





Think About It


Too often, Christians are not motivated by their future inheritance because they see this world as their home.  Is this true for you?  If so, how does this passage help you correct your thinking?








Think About It


Do you view the trials of this world as an opportunity to refine your faith?  Do you view them as an opportunity to receive a more glorious reward and bring honor and praise to Christ?








Think About It


Do you know the Old Testament well enough to see how it points to Christ and the salvation He brings?  How does this strengthen your confidence in the gospel message?








Bringing It All Together


As God’s chosen people, we live in a world that is not our home.  It is a world filled with trials and with the melancholy of being away from our true home.  But the hope that God will soon rescue us and usher us into a glorious inheritance not only sustains us, but it shapes how we live in this world.  We live each day clinging to Christ and with a living hope that far exceeds any earthly reward.








Big Idea


Peter concludes his stirring presentation of the Christian’s glorious inheritance (1:3-12), with a call to holy, reverent living.  If this glorious future inheritance pervades our thinking, we will live holy lives (1:13-16).  And the twin gospel truths of coming judgment and redemption in Christ serve as further reason to live reverent lives (1:17-21).  As God’s people, we are called to be holy.




















Think About It


What are you doing to prepare your mind to think in godly ways?  What are some areas where you may be allowing the world’s thinking to inebriate your judgment?





Think About It


The blood of Jesus should cause us to live in reverent fear.  The perfect Lamb who gave His life for us deserves our respect and allegiance.  Why is it, then, that many Christians view the blood of Jesus as a “get out of jail free” card?  





Think About It


Are you living a life of holiness?  Which of the truths brought out by this lesson need greater attention in your life as you seek to grow in holiness?  





Bringing It All Together


As we prepare our minds and set our hope on the grace to be revealed with Jesus, we will grow in holiness.  As we keep in mind that our Father is also the Judge and as we consider that we were ransomed by Jesus’ blood, we will live in reverent holiness.  God’s people are people who are holy as He is holy.








Big Idea


It is important to see that this passage is talking about how Christians interact with each other in light of God’s Word.  The living and enduring Word that gave us life also enables us to love one another and grow in Christ.  God’s Word drives our love (1:22-23), drives out discord (1:24-2:1), and brings growth (2:2-3).

















Think About It


What is it about God’s Word that fuels genuine love?  How has God’s Word produced love in your own life?





Think About It


From your experience, do churches tend to struggle with any of these vices?  Do you struggle with any of these vices?  How can we go about putting them away?








Think About It


Do you long for God’s Word with the same urgency that a baby desires milk?  Why or why not?








Bringing It All Together


As we walk through a world that is not our home, we need the love and support of our church family.  Church needs to be a place where there is genuine, deep love for one another.  It needs to be a place where we can grow.  But this can only happen as the church gathers around God’s Word and allows it to have its intended effect.  The more a church yields to God’s Word, the more its love is genuine and its growth is from God.








Big Idea


Jesus is rejected by man but precious and chosen in the sight of God.  Through Christ, believers are actually formed into a new people who take their identity from Him.  They too will be rejected by man, and they too are precious and chosen by God.  Because of their new identity, they live to bring God glory in the midst of this dark world.




















Think About It


It is easy to say you believe in Jesus.  But do you believe that Jesus is the center of all earthly and cosmic history?  Do you believe that Jesus is the foundation of a new Kingdom that does away with the wickedness and lies of this present evil age?  Do you believe that Jesus is your salvation?








Think About It


In what ways has your commitment to Jesus caused you to feel like a stranger in this world?








Think About It


When you go to work on Monday, are you proclaiming God’s glories through your words and deeds?  When your children or grand-children are driving you to your wits end, are you offering up spiritual sacrifices?  When you lose a loved one, receive a crushing diagnosis, or are abandoned by your spouse – do your words and deeds honor the Father? 








Bringing It All Together


Seeing our identity as God’s new people in Christ is crucial to how we live our lives.  It will help us understand why this world is a strange and uncomfortable place for us.  It will cause us to rejoice that we are counted as God’s precious possession.  And it will motivate us to live a life that proclaims the glories of God in a dark and hostile world.








Big Idea


Peter has just provided the basic framework for living in a hostile world – live as God’s people bringing glory to Him.  Now he shows how that gets worked out in society.  He will address the spheres of government (2:13-17), work (2:18-25), marriage (3:1-7), and then relationships in general (3:8-12).  The point is that Christians testify to their ultimate trust in a real God by submitting to earthly authorities.




















Think About It


What are some relationships in your life where you are called to submit?  Does your attitude in these relationships reflect a higher trust in God?





Think About It


What is a situation where you have been treated unjustly?  Did you view this as an opportunity to show someone the grace of God?





Think About It


Take a moment to prayerfully meditate on this passage alongside Isaiah 53.  Praise God for the wonderful grace He has poured out upon us.





Bringing It All Together


This world is a hard and hostile place to live, especially for the Christian.  But Jesus has shown us how to live within it.  Perhaps nobody knew the injustice and crookedness of this world more than Jesus.  But He was meek and submissive, entrusting Himself to the Father.  This, then, is the path we should take.  As we walk with humble submission in this world, we bring glory to God and we silence a skeptical world.








Big Idea


After providing the basic framework for how God’s people are to live in a hostile world, Peter shows how this gets worked out within society.  He has already addressed the spheres of government and work.  Now he will address marriage (3:1-7) and relationships in general (3:8-12).  The point is that Christians can testify to their ultimate trust in a real God by living meek, humble lives that bring blessings to others.




















Think About It


If you are a woman, is this the kind of beauty you give yourself to cultivating?  How might you better cultivate it?


If you are a man, is this the kind of beauty you value in women?  In how you speak of women and how you praise women, are these the values you put first?





Think About It


Husbands, do the ways you speak about your wife in public and the ways you speak to her in private convey that you honor her?  Do you seek to understand her, or do you expect her to try to understand you?  It may be worth checking in with your wife to see how she thinks you’re doing in these areas.








Bringing It All Together


As we live out our lives on this side of heaven, we must entrust ourselves to God, looking with hope for the better days that await us.  Then we can live in this hostile world with a calm, tender, loving, submissive spirit that brings blessing to others.  In so doing, we will point others to Christ and find sweet and lasting reward for ourselves.  Most importantly, we will bring glory to God.








Big Idea


Peter turns his focus directly to the topic of suffering (3:13-4:19).  He begins by encouraging the Christian to persevere under undeserved hostility (3:13-17).  He then points to the victory of Christ as motivation for endurance (3:18-22).  He concludes by explaining how a willingness to suffer like Christ leads to righteous living (4:1-6).  In sum, as we look to Christ’s suffering and resultant victory, we are able to endure unjust suffering and walk in righteousness.




















Think About It


Whom do you fear more: God or man?  A good test of this is whether you have recently endured the hostility of man in order to obey Christ.  





Think About It


When was the last time someone asked you why you’re different (as a Christian)?  Were you able to point them to the hope you have in Christ?





Think About It


Stop and consider the full magnitude of what Christ did for you.  Think about your own sin and rebellion.  Think about how sweet it is that this debt was paid.  Offer God a prayer of praise.








Think About It


How does the victory of Christ affect your day-to-day living?  According to this passage, how should it?








Think About It


Have you resolved to suffer hostility for your righteousness?  








Bringing It All Together


Living amidst the hostility of this sinful world is not easy.  But as we look to Christ’s victory, it gives us courage to lead a righteous life, even in the face of hostility.  Like Christ, we must resolve to embrace hostility so that we can remain righteous in a crooked world.








Big Idea


As Peter continues his focus on the sufferings of this present world, he turns his attention to the end of time.  There are certain ways we are to live in light of the end.  First, we are to live as a loving Christian community (4:7-11).  This is vital to our survival in a hostile world.  Second, we are to rejoice in the suffering, trusting that God will deliver us from His coming judgment (4:12-19).  Living in light of the end enables us to persevere in a hostile world.




















Think About It


Self-controlled and sober-minded – Christians who think a lot about health and politics tend to pray a lot for health and politics.  Here, Peter calls us to control what we think about for the sake of our prayers.  How do your prayers reflect a mind that’s shaped by God’s Word and not by the world?


Love one another earnestly – It is only genuine, truth-speaking, self-sacrificing love that will sustain the church in this hostile world.  In what way do you show this love to fellow believers?  What about believers who are hard for you to love?


Show hospitality to one another – Christians should go out of their way to create a welcoming environment for other believers.  We should honor them, put them first, and go out of our way to help them be comfortable.  How do you use your home for hospitality?  What are some ways you can be hospitable at church?


Use your gift to serve one another – A gift is any ability that God has gracefully provided to you so that you can use it to build up the body and (in so doing) to glorify Him.  Church is not a place we come expecting to be served (either by the pastors or anyone else).  It is a place we come looking to serve others.  In what ways are you serving others within the church?





Think About It


Peter tells us not to be surprised when hard times come.  Too many Christians expect the world to smile when they honor Christ.  Especially in a “Christian” culture, the disapproval of others is often perplexing.  What can you do to make sure you’re not surprised when hard times come?





Think About It


How often do you think about the reality of God’s coming judgment?  How does such thinking help you stand strong in a hostile world?





Bringing It All Together


Those who have entrusted themselves into God’s mighty hands can live a God-honoring life even in this crooked and unfriendly world.  They will form a strong Christian community that can withstand the onslaught of the last days, and they will welcome the suffering of this world as sign that they belong to Christ eternally.  Living for Christ is difficult in this world, but our trust in God enables us to live godly lives as the end of time nears.








Big Idea


Peter concludes his letter by emphasizing the importance of living with grace in the midst of suffering.  He addresses leading with grace (5:1-4), living with grace (5:5-7), and standing firm in grace (5:8-14), all in the context of suffering.  In light of the present suffering, church leaders must exercise loving oversight and all believers must exercise humility, standing firm in God’s grace.























Think About It


What are some of the wrong motives for pursuing leadership roles within a church?





Think About It


It is popular today to play armchair quarterback with church leaders.  We sit back and question and critique, pointing out how we could do things better.  Do you see this tendency within yourself?  Are there gracious, submissive ways of challenging our leaders to lead from the Word better?





Think About It


What efforts are you taking to make sure you do not fall for the devil’s schemes?  How do Peter’s words challenge and encourage you?





Bringing It All Together


We stand firm in this hostile world by being people of grace.  Leaders shepherd with grace, and all of us live humble lives that reflect God’s grace.  The key to withstanding the attacks of the devil is to stand firm in the grace of the Lord.
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